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EDITORIAL FOREWORD
4 SCOTS have undertaken Operational and Training exercises across the globe.
In Jan and Feb they ran the Scots, Welsh & Irish Divisional JNCO’s cadre in
Edinburgh and then in Nov, A Company planned, organised and executed
a very successful Regimental Boxing event. The Machine Gun Platoon were
fortunate to spend 2 months at Fort Benning, Georgia, USA involved in the
Army Expeditionary Warrior Experiment programme where they identify
small unit capability gaps and build on tactical level interoperability. The
Battalion were the UK Standby unit for MACA tasks (Fire, Flood, Riots etc)
and A Company were tasked to assist Greater Manchester Fire Brigade with
devastation fires on Saddleworth Moors. Support and B Companies had troops
in the Falkland Islands for 3 months on Op FIRIC, where much valuable training
was conducted.
7 SCOTS have had soldiers deployed across the globe and planned and
organised a very successful Exercise Decisive Decision on behalf of the Qatar
Ahmed Bin Mohamad Military College, this was staged at Lydd Camp and
Cinque Port Training Area. The highlight of their year was Exercise Rampant
Lion at Warcop Ranges and the Galloway Forest, West Freugh in SW Scotland.
Our Highlander Cadets have continued to support their communities and had
successful Summer Camps at Otterburn and Garelochhead Training Areas
respectively. Thanks, must go to their Adult Staff/Instructors without whom
they would not be able to continue. 1 Hldrs have stretched their boundaries to
include Detachment in both Orkney and Shetland and both Battalions have had
cadets involved in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) camps
in particular “Ex Science in Action”.
HMS Sutherland has spent some time at ‘Sea’ in 2018 but sadly have not
written a report for this edition but the Commanding Officer Cdr John Weaver
has kept in touch with Lt Col Neil Tomlin CO – 4 SCOTS as his Christmas card
confirms. Thanks to the Fighting Clan.
The 48th Highlanders of Canada have been working hard to achieve the
Canadian Governments Defence Policy “Strong, Secure & Engaged” (SSE) and
numbers being attested have grown significantly, which has resulted in the
Battalion in a permanent state of training.
5/6 Royal Victorian Regiment from Melbourne have undertaken some re-rolling
and have up’d the tempo as they went from the “reset to readying” training
cycle. They have exercised across Victoria and at Corowa in New South Wales
and have just said goodbye to their CO – Lt Col Joshua Jardine who returns to
Canberra.
16 Royal Western Australian Regiment from Perth started the year in the
“ready” training cycle but in July moved to the “reset” cycle but there appears
to be no let-up in the pace of life. Large numbers of their soldiers have been
on operations in Iraq and Afghanistan and also help to protect the Australian
Northern Maritime Border out of Darwin.
Our Antecedent Regimental Associations, (QOHldrs, Gordons, and Liverpool
Scottish) have all been busy planning, organising and attending many
commemorative events to mark the 100th Anniversary of the end of World
War 1, a significant milestone. Giles Nevill, the QOHldr behind their Associations
Parade at the Cenotaph, must also be congratulated on raising a staggering
£20,844 for Veterans with Dogs having undertaken a sponsored Marathon
Row alongside the River Thames (on a Rowing Machine) whilst the London
Marathon was underway, fantastic effort Giles well done.
Major M Gibson
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4TH BATTALION THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF SCOTLAND
SCOTTISH, WELSH AND IRISH DIVISION
PJNCO CADRE 1801
During January and February, A Company were based in
Edinburgh running a Potential Junior Non-Commissioned
Officers Cadre on behalf of the Scottish, Welsh and Irish
Division. It saw 48 future leaders taught how to plan
and execute lessons, learn to coach marksmanship and
practice what will be required of them, tactically, when
they promote. Last year saw the formation of the SWI
(Scottish, Welsh and Irish) Division which now sees all
seven battalions of the Royal Regiment of Scotland work
and train alongside the two battalions of the Royal Welsh
and the two battalions of the Royal Irish Regiment.
The first two weeks were dedicated to the delivery of
instructor qualifications and range management skills.
The students were shown how to plan lessons and teach
low level tactics. They did so to a standard far higher than
expected from soldiers of their experience and rank; which
is a credit to their Corporal Instructors. Following this
they moved onto a week of range work, learning what is
expected of a JNCO as part of a range safety team before
tackling coaching techniques for developing marksmanship
in their subordinates on returning to their Battalions.

Next began the tactics phase, where the cadre was joined
by a number of students from the Army Reserve battalions
of the Division. The tactics phase started with a five-day
navigation package. Being able to navigate is crucial to
being a successful JNCO and this package took them from
being shown and practicing the very basics all the way up
to conducting a day and night NAVEX in Galloway Forest.
Navigation training led nicely into the first field exercise
phase of the course; EXERCISE VANGUARD. During this
phase they delivered orders detailing missions which
they planned and executed in time pressured and hostile
situations. The wealth of experience and competence of
the instructors shone through with the students delivering
actions to a high standard. The second, EXERCISE CELTIC
WARRIOR, took the cadre to Otterburn, with the students
now operating in a platoon context with added complexity.
This gave the students an appreciation of the wider picture
of the battlefield and provided experience of working to
a Platoon Commander and playing a role in executing his
plan.
After a rigorous and demanding course, the students
were ready to pass off the parade square at Redford
Cavalry Barracks, qualified to make their first move on the
career ladder. Following a week of drill under the Division
Sergeant Major, the students put on a fine display for
their friends and family who came from far and wide to
recognise and congratulate them on their hard work and
success during the course.

ARMY EXPEDITIONARY WARRIOR
EXPERIMENT (AEWE)
In January, the Machine Gun Platoon found themselves in
the USA and heading to Fort Benning, Georgia, to take
part in the US Army’s annual Army Expeditionary Warrior
Experiment (AEWE). This event is the US Army’s small unit
prototype technology experiment designed to address
perceived small unit capability gaps and to enhance
interoperability at the tactical level. This was only the third
time that any UK personnel have been lucky enough to
take part in the Experiment which, although a year-round
process, culminates in an exercise phase in a coalition
company context which is designed to thoroughly test and
assess those developing the capabilities under experiment.
However, before they could get their hands on any of the
new technologies or equipment, their immediate challenge
would be getting to grips with what was going to be their
new home for the following two months. Unlike at home
where camp familiarisation rarely amounts to more than
asking to be pointed towards the NAAFI, in a place on the
Lt Weir instructing on the new Land Navigation Package
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scale of Fort Benning - where you get around camp on a
dual carriageway rather than on foot - this is a rather more
serious business.
Much of their first few days therefore was spent in convoy
in the five mini vans allocated to the platoon (led by Capt
Chalk’s obligatory giant pickup truck) working their way
about camp. Once they had identified essential landmarks
as the giant PX, DFAC and Dunkin’ Donuts it remained for
them to immerse themselves in the culture of their hosts.
Fortunately, the AEWE team had already thought of this
and dropped the platoon into the deep end with a fantastic
‘ice breaker’ day spent on the recreational shooting range.
Here we got the chance to meet the US personnel we
would spend the next two months working alongside
under the best possible conditions; whilst hoovering down
burgers and hotdogs and slinging six-shooters and assault
rifles on the range.

Cpl Gerrard turns his hand to American Football

They also took part in a skeet shooting competition whilst
some of the jocks tried their hand at American football
and in spite of learning a few lessons from their American
cousins, who are slightly more familiar with these things,
they were able to walk away with their heads held high.
Having taken care of this essential initial administration
it was time to get down to business. This would see
them begin four weeks of in-depth training on those
technologies which would be under assessment. This was
carefully designed to follow a pattern of ‘crawl, walk, run’,
over a training phase beginning with classroom lessons,
moving towards getting hands on and then taking the
technologies out into the field. This included a broad range
of kit addressing a variety of different capability gaps, from
lightweight stretchers and vehicle recovery equipment, to
soldier-borne Unmanned Aerial Systems and Electronic
Warfare packs all the way to fused Infra-Red and thermal
night vision equipment straight from a video game.
Clearly in order to become competent this required a good
deal of training however there remained plenty of time in
the margins and at weekends to enjoy being in America.
This gave us the platoon the chance to visit the local
attractions such as the National Infantry Museum as well as
developing their skills at the bowling alley, on the driving
range and getting pretty familiar with the local attractions
and bright lights of Columbus and Auburn. Luckily, their
third weekend also coincided with President’s Day, giving
them a long weekend to venture further afield with groups
heading up to Atlanta or making the most of the base’s
facilities to go out on camping trips.
Pretty soon the vast majority of the platoon had embraced
the American way of life and were wearing checked shirts
and baseball caps, playing their own unique fusion of
basketball and American Football for PT, going out fishing
for bass and listening to country music.

Lt Chalk and Sgt McFarlane get to grips with some of the
new equipment on trial

Once they had completed four weeks of training on the
technologies it was finally time to put their new skills
into practice in the field. The exercise phase would take
place over three weeks and progress through section and
platoon level battle exercises and culminate in a company
level force-on-force phase. There was also time and
resources built in for the platoon to conduct independent
training as they saw fit which was especially helpful as it
gave time to understand the use and application of the
new technologies from the lowest tactical level.
Not all the results were successful, for example the
lightweight stretcher although undoubtedly light, had a
nasty habit of collapsing at every opportunity. However,
the vast majority of technologies tested profoundly
enhanced operational effectiveness with occasionally
spectacular results in the challenging terrain. On one
memorable night attack for example, the platoon was able
to capture 50% of the enemy without firing a shot as their
fused thermal night vision enabled us to see clearly in the
shadowy Georgia woods whilst standard NVGs struggled.
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On another, the lead section intercepted enemy radio
transmissions and were able to launch pre-emptively to
prevent an enemy counter attack.
The battle exercises were imaginative and challenging,
pitching them against a similarly equipped and freethinking peer enemy whose strength often matched their
own. The result was a fantastic and challenging training
opportunity which not only tested the technologies under
assessment but also resulted in the visible development
of the exercising troops. Every phase of the exercise was
closely followed by data analysts and followed by after
action reviews where detailed information on the use of
the technologies was harvested.
Following the exercise phase these findings were
presented at the Manoeuvre Centre of Excellence on an
‘Insights Day’, with members of the platoon describing the
various pieces of equipment and their implementation to
large numbers of guests and VIPs.
Having completed the exercise and data analysis their
involvement with the experiment came to an end, but not
before a fantastic opportunity to take a week’s R&R to
explore the country. This saw groups heading off as far
as Texas, Colorado, Miami and New Orleans whilst others
concentrated their efforts more locally with the contacts
they had made over the past two months. When they
eventually reconvened in Atlanta airport on the 31st March
they were ready to fly home but judging by the stories that
were coming to light they all agreed that this had been a
once-in-a lifetime opportunity.

OPERATION LIGHTFACE
2018 also saw 4 SCOTS taking up the role of the UK
standby battalion (UKSB), held at high readiness to be
rapidly deployed in the event of a government request
for Military Assistance to the Civil Authorities (MACA).
This required the whole Battalion to be ready to deploy
at short notice with a lead company group help at very
high readiness (R1). In June A Coy rotated into R1, and
with elements of the Battalion taking part in Parades in
Paderborn, it was supported by elements of Support and
B Coys.
With the MACA requests having a track record of taking
place in the event of flooding, and with June temperatures
soaring in a record-breaking heatwave there didn’t seem
to be much undue cause for concern. However, with the
UKSB encompassing a far broader spectrum of potential
tasks than this it soon became apparent that we might
find ourselves grappling with a phenomenon other than
flooding. The Saddleworth Moor fire broke out on the
fringes of Manchester on Sunday 24th June and rapidly
grew to an area of 7 square miles. The Greater Manchester
Fire and Rescue Service were soon stretched to the limit
with winds and high temperatures stoking the flames
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Cpl Robertson strikes a pose somewhere on the moors

which were beginning to seriously threaten houses whilst
other fires were breaking out nearby.
Firefighters had already been drafted in from across the
country and by Tuesday the 26th a request for MACA had
been submitted, with 4 SCOTS being formally tasked with
providing assistance on the afternoon of the 27th. Within 3
hours of notification an A Company group was assembled
and ready to be deployed, setting out that evening for
Holcombe Moor Cadet Training Centre from which we
would conduct the newly christened OP LIGHTFACE.
At 0500 the next day the Company was briefed on the
situation and the role they would play in combatting the
fire. This was immediately followed with training from the
Fire and Rescue Service in some of the basic firefighting
skills we would need; fortunately, this wasn’t too advanced
and shovels and fire-beaters were not entirely unfamiliar
to those who had tackled range fires in the past, especially
amongst those who had been to Canada.
By 0630 the first fire-fighting platoon and Company
command elements were en route to the Incident Control
Point where they tied in with the incident commander and
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of the unusual task…

BATTALION NOTES

constantly evolving picture, divided into 5 different sectors
and informed by firefighters on the ground and helicopter
recce as winds and conditions changed. As the area of
greatest threat moved, troops had to remain mobile in
TCVs, constantly moving to new areas and working in
15-man multiples. Moreover, by the time 4 SCOTS arrived
at Saddleworth Moor the fire had already moved down
into the peat layer. This enormous source of slow-burning
fuel made it virtually impossible to decisively extinguish
the fire; several days of significant rain were the only way
that this might happen and their mission was therefore
focussed on containment.
Once on task the Jocks used fire-beaters and hoses
alongside firefighters to extinguish flames and soak the
fringes of the fire in order to contain it. In several places
trenches had to be dug by hand to prevent the spread of
the fire. 4 SCOTS soldiers worked in 9 hour shifts, relieving
each platoon in place and collapsing at last light around
2230. The fire would be monitored overnight before
work started again the next morning. This hard work did
however come with its reward; every day deliveries of free
sandwiches, biscuits, snacks and all sorts of other delights
(including socks!) arrived at the ICP, gifted by a grateful
nation to be snapped up by the hungry firefighters and
Jocks. The Salvation Army also made sure that a brew
was never too far away. The Jocks found soon themselves
in the unusual position of actually wishing it was raining
whilst deployed out on the ground, but in the absence of
this divine intervention and after 9 days of work it finally
became clear that the tide had turned. Although still
smouldering away in its centre, 4 SCOTS were released
from task on the 6th of July, leaving the Fire Brigade
to settle in and monitor the smouldering remnants and
returning to Catterick in time for a well-earned long
weekend, accompanied by only the faintest whiff of smoke
and their slightly singed combats.

SUPPORT COMPANY ON FIRIC
In February 2018 Support Company deployed as the
Falklands Islands Roulement Infantry Company (FIRIC).
It was tasked with providing the land element of the
Protection Force with tasks ranging from providing a QRF
and Reassurance Patrols to getting time to conduct their
own training.

Large amounts of the work involved saturating the ground to soak
the peat underneath

fire crews and found themselves in amongst the numerous
local and national media crews that had gathered. After
an update on the current situation we were put to work
which was now focussed on containing the fire and
preventing it spreading any further. The situation was a

Arriving in RAF Brize Norton the Company braced itself for
the gruelling 15-hour flight to the Falklands with more than
a few jocks hoping for a repeat of the OC’s two-day detour
to Rio de Janeiro on his recce. Unfortunately, they had to
be content with a short stop-over at Cape Verde arrivals
lounge instead.
After finding their feet and completing an excellent handover take over with the Irish Guards, Support Company
were ready to take on their tasks, start with their training
and see what the Falkland’s had to offer.
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Sniper Platoon headed straight off to Onion Range to
begin their Sniper Cadre. Onion Range is a huge training
area in the centre on East Falkland where all the platoons
were able to conduct some excellent live firing and some
extremely challenging training. Alongside this, the Mortar
Platoon provided the QRF for the camp and the Recce
Platoon set out on the first set of reassurance patrols.
These patrols saw section commanders receive their
missions and build their own plans before setting out to all
corners of the islands by helicopter, truck and boat.
After conducting their tasks, reconnoitring possible landing
sites and routes, the patrols visited the local farmers where
they were hosted warmly and given a variety of tasks, from
shearing and castrating sheep to breaking in horses and
shovelling manure. The jocks, of course, took this all in their
stride, enjoying the novelty of their new experiences.
At Easter the Company came together from their tasks of
QRF, patrolling and training to conduct a Charity March
from Darwin to Port Stanley, covering 50 miles in two days
by following the southern route of the Task Force from
the 1982 War. Two days later the Company arrived, tired
and aching but in good spirits and proud of what they had
achieved outside the Governor’s House.

Falklands the Navy Way – Sp Coy exploring a different aspect of protecting
the islands with the Naval taskforce

The team found plenty of opportunities to visit historic sites on the island

How could the Recce Platoon not get the obligatory penguin selfie?
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Having taken a few days to recover, the Company was
straight back into the rhythm of training, guarding and
patrolling, but with the additional task of supporting Ex
Atlantic Legacy, the Commander Field Army’s Battlefield
Tour. It saw the arrival of over 100 serving soldiers of all
ranks and several veterans of the war, ranging from CO
SAS to a young jock in the Scots Guards. The Company
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had the privilege of participating in the tour and listening
to some of the amazing stories from the veterans, which
made it all worth the time and effort that went into
planning and supporting it.
Before the team knew it, it was time for the culminating
exercise, in which the company conducted Live Firing up
to Platoon level, with the Mortars providing OS and the
Anti-tank Platoon getting the opportunity to fire three
NLAW missiles.
All too soon it was time to turn sights for home and
prepare for the arrival of 2 PARA’s replacement FIRIC.
The jocks just had enough time to fit in some adventure
training, see the sights in Port Stanley and see some of the
wildlife the islands had to offer. The jocks were particularly
impressed with the elephant seals as well as the obligatory
penguins. The company left after 3 months having enjoyed
the new experience and the break from the routine of life
in barracks.

Hldr Wishart (A Coy) dodges around his opponent

REGIMENTAL BOXING
The Regiment held its Regimental Boxing Evening on the
8 November 2018 at the Oriam Sports Performance Centre
Edinburgh. The five Regular battalions and the two Reserve
battalions were represented by boxers who competed for
battalion pride and all-important bragging rights.

Lt Matt Orr is congratulated by his Company Commander, Maj Phil Morgan

in 2014 and again in the same venue in 2016 – with
an audience of over 1000 personnel and well-known
personalities being drawn from every corner of the UK.

Hldr Brown receives some last-minute advice from LCpl Townsend before
stepping into the ring

A Company delivered the event on behalf of the Regiment.
Many months in the planning they also worked for days
to set up the venue to deliver the grandeur all our boxers
deserved and to mark the coming together of all the
different battalions of the Regiment for an evening of
sporting excellence.
This was the third iteration of this biannual event which
was first tested in Meadowbank Stadium, Edinburgh

There were ten bouts on the evening. Each boxer was
introduced to the waiting crowd by their respective
battalion pipe tune before the lights and smoke were
engaged and the boxer’s personal choice of music covered
their short walk to the circled square. There was an interval
following bout five where the Regimental family hosted
and entertained invited guests in traditional SCOTS style –
the Pipes and Drums from 4 SCOTS and the SCOTS Band
played a combined set.
In the build-up to the event, the different battalions located
across Scotland and North England had conducted club
sparring sessions with local clubs in order to sharpen their
skills. Coaches and members from these clubs, were invited
as guests to attend the event and all agreed that the
boxing was a display of all that the Regiment stands for.
For many of the boxers this was only their first or second
ever fight and to have it on such a large stage, in front of
hundreds of their friends was an adrenaline rush they will
never forget.
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This very special occasion was summarised during the
final prize giving ceremony with awards being presented
to the best boxer, most courageous boxer and, finally,
the champion battalion. The Colonel of the Regiment
congratulated those boxers who had the courage to step
through the ropes and represent both themselves and their
battalion and ended the evenings by reminding everyone
values and standards that were on display and how
relevant they to all soldiers in or out of the boxing ring.
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resistance and a 360 threat. This led to them drawing 3
RIFLES into farm complexes, that the main body of the
Platoons had built up, where they conducted a defensive
battle.

The Battalion walked away as the Champion Battalion from
the aggregated results as well as having Hldr Anderson
from 1 Platoon crowned as Best Boxer.

EXERCISE WESSEX STORM OPFOR
Exercise WESSEX STORM runs three times a year and is
used as a verification exercise that allows Infantry Battle
Groups to deploy on operations. A Company and elements
of Support Company spent four weeks over August and
September supporting the exercise, playing enemy for the
3 RIFLES Battle Group.

A Company took the chance to develop their procedures in their Mastiff
armoured vehicles

The first ten days were spent in Norfolk operating on
Stanford Training Area. Here each of 3 RIFLES’ rifle
companies were put through two-day rotations of
urban operations, live firing and defensive operations. A
Company were tasked to provide an enemy force to the
urban and defensive operations as well as provide an
insurgent threat to both. 1 Platoon were responsible for
the Urban Ops rotation, defending Eastmere village. Over
the two-day rotations they provided targets for numerous
recce patrols and soaks to be conducted. They went
onto build up defences within the village and provided
resistance for both a platoon and company level attack
onto the objective. 2 Platoon provided enemy for the
two-day defensive phase. The platoon initially launched
sharpshooter pairs to harass the exercising troops and
several recce patrols. This was in order to plan and conduct
offensive actions as a platoon which progressed onto a
final company attack. 2 Platoon launched a number of
successful attacks managing to capture Bridge Tungsten
on two of the three rotations as well as penetrating their
company HQ security on a number of occasions. Both
Platoons provided tough resistance often working in fourman teams allowing our junior commanders the freedom
to cause chaos in an unconventional style.
Upon completion of the initial training package at Stanford
Training Area, A Company moved to West Down Camp, on
Salisbury Plain Training Area. Here they were joined by the
Machine Gun Platoon as well as Recce, Sniper, Anti-Tank
and Mortar attachments from Support Company. The first
section of this summative phase saw the jocks deploy in
individual platoons and provide enemy for independent
Company advance to contacts. This consisted of working
in small groups for several days to provide an initial
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LCpl Hallsworth with one of the nimble Jackals of the Machine Gun Platoon

The final assessment exercise saw A Company operating
in both rural and urban environments alongside a civilian
insurgent team who harassed their enemy and acted as a
further reconnaissance asset. Their support elements were
deployed forward and rear of the company to act as an
early warning for the RIFLES’ approach and to allow them
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to withdraw with enough manpower to continue the battle
after an initial fierce resistance.
Their actions over these few days were to support a
Company plus attack onto the Defensive position which
saw 1 Platoon launch a deliberate attack onto the 3
RIFLES Main Command Group, claiming a few key scalps.
Following the successful attack, A Company moved to
occupy Copehill Down Village in order to test the RIFLES in
an urban environment and draw them into a close quarter
battle. Their final assault saw them use their engineers to
penetrate from the south along with a feint in the north to
allow their main body to assault from the west. This was
the start of a prolonged battle throughout the day before
the RIFLES rooted out the last of A Company’s determined
resistance.
Whilst also supporting a deploying Battle Group, the
company benefited hugely in its own right, with many
missions enabling junior soldiers to lead their peers and
gain confidence in command whilst also experimenting
with new tactics and procedures. The exercise also allowed
A Company to practice and experiment operating out of
Mastiff vehicles in a pressure free environment which will
be hugely beneficial come Autumn 2019 when 4 SCOTS
completes its own WESSEX STORM. Some key lessons
included the best way to employ the Mastiff during
fighting in forests, how best to select and prove routes for
the vehicles as well as the realities of maintaining the fleet
on exercise or operations.

EXERCISE CORSICA HACKLE
EXERCISE CORSICA HACKLE saw twelve 4 SCOTS
personnel, accompanied by two Fusiliers from 2 SCOTS
strike out for Corsica for six days of challenging trekking in
April this year.
Originally planned to be an attempt on the northern
section of the world famous GR20 route across the island,
the team led by B Company’s Lt Robertson, had to quickly
adjust their plans as high-lying snow made some key
sections of the route inaccessible by foot. They decided
instead to switch to the Mare e Monti (‘Sea and Mountains’)
route which still provided exactly the sort of challenge they
set out for.
The expedition was designed to build upon the core
business of covering different and difficult terrain whilst
carrying everything needed to survive and work as a
team in adversity, whilst also providing the opportunity
to explore a truly unique part of the world. Two Summer
Mountain Leader qualified members of the expedition were
used to lead and instruct the other members of the group
on how to read and cross the difficult terrain on the trek.
They were supported by other members of the expedition
who are working toward the qualification, and although
they weren’t required to allow the SMLs to lead a group of
this size, they were a welcome addition as it gave a good
base of mountaineering knowledge and experience.

The team getting the hard miles under their belts in Corsica

11

BATTALION NOTES

THE HIGHLANDER

The first phase consisted of an AT package delivered
out of Port Stanley which mostly focussed on mountain
biking but also involving the opportunity for some fishing
(DETAIL). Whilst being based in Stanley gave the jocks
the chance to explore the town, they had to battle against
one of the worst springs on record on their adventures.
They of course persevered, with visits to the Falkland
Islands Museum and nearby War Memorials being notable
highlights.

There was always time to admire the view – from Monti to Mare

The exercise phase saw the company deploy straight onto
Live Fire Tactical Training, having conducted significant
build up training back in Barry Buddon before deployment
to allow them to hit the ground running. Bespoke
training by the Sniper Platoon back in the UK allowed the
company’s designated Sharpshooters to engage targets up
to 800m with their punchier 7.62mm rifle with confidence,
whilst every jock also got significant range time on the
ever-reliable GPMG. Maj Hood and his range team took
full advantage of the huge ranges to put on some unique
scenarios ranging from close quarter battle shoots right
through to the simulated rescue of a downed pilot.

Taking a dip to cool off in the sweltering conditions

The team also managed to squeeze in a cultural visit to
Ajaccio, the capital of Corsica. The main activity for the
day was a tour of the ‘Maison Bonaparte’ the ancestral
home within the city of Napoleon Bonaparte. Although
the group were rather reliant on the shaky collective
French skills to interpret some of the information boards,
it was a welcome chance to explore and relax after some
challenging adventure training.

EXERCISE SOUTHERN WARRIOR
The Bonnie B Company and 13 Platoon from The Clan
also set their sights south for the Falklands on EXERCISE
SOUTHERN WARRIOR from September to November,
tackling a varied package out with some of the constraints
of the FIRIC role Support Company undertook.
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B Company jocks on the start line for a platoon attack
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Several platoon attack lanes were also delivered, with each
being allocated two NLAWs to initiate their attacks – a real
bonus for what was already extremely challenging training.
These serials also saw commanders tested in their ability to
step up to the next job above at every level.
Throughout this, B Company’s Boxing Team had no respite
from their gruelling training, often being bussed back after
green training to hit the gym – a remarkable commitment
to both soldiering and sporting excellence.
The company subsequently recovered back to Mount
Pleasant Airfield after the OC, Major MacNair led platoon
level battlefield tours of Mount Harriet – described by one
of the team as ‘informative, but also seriously sobering’.
Maj Hood also seized the opportunity during the inevitable
RAF delay in flying B Company home to continue this
conceptual development with a voice-of-experience to the
group that none of them will forget in a hurry.

An NLAW missile being fired under close supervision in the Falklands

Commanders advance behind their lead troops to launch the attack on the next position
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EXERCISE VOLCANO CLAN –
ICELAND ULTRA MARATHON
Sergeant Lee Eager and nine colleagues from Delta Coy
(The Clan), 4 SCOTS planned and trained to successfully
complete the Laugavegur Ultra Marathon (36 miles) near
Reykjavik, Iceland on Saturday 14 July 2018. It wasn’t a
question of just turning up on the day, the organisers were
keen to promote their beautiful country so events were
staged over 6 days.
11th Jul: Travel to Iceland and move into Air B&B
accommodation.
12th Jul: Golden Circle Day Trip
13th Jul: Race Preparation Day
14th Jul: Race Day
15th Jul: Visit to Blue Lagoon, Rest and Spa Day
16th Jul: Travel Home Day
The race itself took place in good weather conditions, it
was dry with only a mild breeze blowing.

THE HIGHLANDER

The race was won by Porbergur Ingi Jonsson (Iceland) in
a time of 4hrs 10mins and 44 seconds. This was Porbergur
Ingi’s 5th race and he holds the 4 fastest times. Highlander
Littlejohn (Glasgow) was the first Delta Coy athlete home
in 6hrs 31mins and 26 seconds. All ten members of the
team completed the arduous course in under 9hrs so
morale was high.
The plan going forward is for the ‘Clan Team’ to maintain
their fitness and compete in one of the Ironman races that
are staged around the UK in 2019. (2.4 mile swim, 112 mile
cycle and 26.2 mile run).
We are very grateful for the financial support we received
from the following Trust /Funds:The SCOTS Regimental Trust, Alex Fairey Memorial Fund,
The Highlanders Regimental Trust, BIBTF, AIST, Perth
Forces Trust, NE Welfare Fund and the HRI.
Sgt Lee Eager
Team Capt and Pl Sgt 15 Pl D Coy

EXERCISE GRENADIERS HULL
Exercise GRENADIERS HULL saw thirty members of
A ‘Grenadier’ Company travel to the Army Inshore Sail
Training Centre (South), AISTC(S), on Thorny Island to
take part in RYA recognised water sport courses. Eighteen
exercising troops gained a RYA Dinghy Sailing Level 1
qualification while the remaining twelve completed the
RYA Introduction to Wind Surfing course. The courses
were beneficial on two fronts. Firstly, as many of us
were new to both Dinghy Sailing and Windsurfing it
took the men of A Company out of their comfort zone
and challenged them in a non-military setting. Secondly
it introduced the thirty men to a brand new, less ‘main
stream’, sport.
Day one, of three, saw the Grenadiers introduced to
their trusty vessels. The instructors managed to get
all the theory of the course out the way such as basic
watermanship, how to keep the boats and boards up right
and how to read the wind. After a number of land drills to
rehearse the rigging of the vessels and tacking (turning
through the wind) the Grenadiers were ready to hit the
water and put it all into practice, for real. Strong winds
presented an additional challenge to the majority of the
group who had never sailed or wind surfed before. After a
number of capsizes, swinging booms and a lot of ‘on the
go’ instruction the day ended with the exercising troops
getting to grips with their new found skill.
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Hldr Walls (2Pl) hitting the water
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Hldr Gibson (MG Pl) demonstrating the tack for the rest of his group

The windsurfers attempting to stay upright on day one

Day two saw the conditions improve. The sun made a, brief,
appearance, the wind calmed to a more manageable speed
and the rain was nowhere to be seen. Without hesitation
the Grenadiers were straight down to the jetty, with their
boards and dinghies, to make the most of the perfect
conditions and build on the foundations laid the previous
day. With continual practice and instruction, the Grenadiers
were able to push out further from the shore and make
the most of the open water. As confidence increase the
instructors introduced races to challenge those on the
water. Thankfully the wind persisted throughout the day
and the troops got a good chance to put into practice
what they had learned on day one.

RYA Dinghy Sailing Level 1 and the twelve windsurfers
completed the RYA Introduction to Windsurfing course. A
‘Grenadier’ Company would like to thank all the instructors
and support staff at the Army Inshore Sail Training Centre
on Thorney Island for their hard work and high quality
instruction. A fantastic week was had by all and the Army
now has thirty new sportsmen who are keen to pursue
their new found sport.

Unfortunately, day three started with little wind and
no sign of it increasing. Instead of bobbing around
on the water waiting for the infrequent gust of wind
the instructors introduced us to paddle boarding. To
strengthen the competitive spirit within the company a
number of races were held. This included individual races
to nominated markers and back. Team races, which saw
up to 4 men on a barely afloat board. As the tide went out
we were able to add a further challenge. The final race saw
a relay around a number of waterboard obstacles before
carrying the board onto a mudding and again crossing a
number of obstacles before paddling back to the finish
line. Despite the poor sailing and windsurfing conditions,
the exercising troops were still able to try something new,
take themselves out of their comfort zone and put to bed
some fierce paddle boarding rivalries.
Exercise GRENADIERS HULL was a huge success. Thirty
members of A ‘Grenadier’ Company were given the
opportunity to start a new sport under the first class
instruction of the staff at the AISTC(S). The eighteen
dinghy sailors achieved the standard required to gain the

The dinghy sailors getting the hang of it on day two
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4 SCOTS KEY POSITIONS NOMINAL ROLL 2018
D Coy

BHQ
Rank

Name

Position

Rank

Name

Position

Lt Col

N Tomlin

Commanding Officer

Maj

G Muir/A Phillips

OC

Maj

J Bailey/
C Broadbent

Second in Command

Capt

E Graham

Second in Command

WO2

G Waugh

CSM

Capt

C Bickerton/J Fish

Adjutant

CSgt

C Gibson

CQMS

Capt

F Stark/J Graham

Ops Officer

CSgt

C Gibson

CQMS (T)

Capt

J Badger

Int Officer

2Lt

A Thorne

PI Comd

Capt

G Surgeon

RCMO

2Lt

P Mowbray

PI Comd

WO1 (RSM)

M Maclean

RSM

2Lt

J Robb

PI Comd

WO2

D Ferguson

Retention WO

Sgt

A Rakavono

PI Sgt

Sgt

P Balzaretti

PI Sgt

A Coy
Rank

Name

Position

Sp Coy

Maj

P Morgan

OC

Rank

Name

Position

Capt

M Macdonald

2IC

Maj

D Reed

OC

WO2

R Robertson

CSM

WO2

A Maclennan

CSM

CSgt

N Watson

CQMS

CSgt

Devine

CQMS

Sgt

M Hutchinson

CQMS (T)

CSgt

S Boyle

Sniper Pl

2Lt

G Redmond

Pl Comd

Capt

Hill

Recce Pl

Lt

M Orr

Pl Comd

CSgt

L Verity

Recce Pl

MGPI

G Chalk

Pl Comd

Capt

J Frett

Mortar Pl

Sgt

H Cairns

PI Sgt

CSgt

R McIntosh

Mortar Pl

Sgt

D Rennie

PI Sgt

Capt

C Porro

Anti Tk Pl

CSgt

D Simpson

Anti Tk Pl

SSgt

White

Fitter

B Coy
Rank

Name

Position

Maj

F Macnair

OC

Capt

C Hughes

OC

Rank

Name

Position

WO2

A Van Niekirk

CSM

Maj

H Hood

OC

CSgt

R Parker

CQMS

WO2

A Bright

CSM

CSgt

A Bowie

CQMS (T)

CSgt

R Davidson

CQMS

Lt

M Bryer

PI Comd

CSgt

S Roberston

CQMS(T)

2Lt

J Johnson

PI Comd

Capt

R Robertson

Padre

2Lt

P Roberston

PI Comd

CSgt

Ross

Veh Shed

CSgt

A Macinnes

MG Pl Comd

Sgt

N Phagami

Provo Sgt

Sgt

J Haverson

PI Sgt

Maj

E Pretsell

RMO

Sgt

J Todd

PI Sgt

Lt

M Hill

Dargai Pl

Sgt

J Cumming

PI Sgt
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Regtl Admin Office

MT Platoon

Rank

Name

Position

Rank

Name

Position

Capt

R Clare

RAO

Capt

G Main

MTO

WO2

S Emsley

RAWO

WO2

S Ross

MTWO

Sgt

Neilson

MT PI Sgt

SSgt

Davis

FSA

Sgt

J Nairn

Regt Acct

Sgt

K Jones

SSA

LAD

Sgt

Gwavuya

Sys Coord

Rank

Name

Position

WO2

M Nicholson

RCWO

Capt

A West

EME

WO1

N Sutton

ASM

QM (Main)

SSgt

Redshaw

Workshop

Rank

Name

Position

SSgt

Sutherland

Armourer

Maj

P Longwell

QM

Sgt

Hooper

PP&C

WO2

S Smith

RQMS

SSgt

J Biddy

Fitter

WO2

Sutterby

SHEP

SSgt

D Baillie

Fitter

Sgt

Hannah

M. Tailor

SSgt

B masheter

Fitter

QM (Tech)
Rank

Name

Position

SSgt

A Barker

Fitter

SSgt

G Green

Fitter

SSgt

L Skipper

Fitter

Name

Position

Capt

W Garrick

TQM

WO2

S Skinner

TQMS

Welfare Office

MJDI Mgr

Todd

SSgt

Rank

ET SNCO

Little

Sgt

Capt

I Cordiner

UWO

Sgt

K Smith

AUWO

Gym / P&D’s
Rank

Name

Position

Catering PI

SSgt

D Arkless

QMSI

Rank

Name

Position

CSgt

C Simpson

PM

WO2

Nicholson

RCWO

Sgt

Marr

DM

CIS Platoon
Rank

Name

Position

Capt

M Flannigan

RSO

WO2

A Frame

RSWO

CSgt

G Gracie

CQMS

CSgt

P Walker

BSM

Sgt

K Dowdles

Trg Sgt

Sgt

J Kane

DII / Hub

Sgt

Thirlwell

Cat SNCO

Sgt

Bakani

Cat SNCO

Sgt

J Bisset

Cat SNCO
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7TH BATTALION THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF SCOTLAND
Battalion Headquarters
CO:
Lt Col DM Sheldrick
2IC:
Maj A Rose
Maj MJ Pearson
XO:
QM:
Maj R Whyte
RAO:
Maj PJ Ward
ROSO:
Capt AG McEwen MBE
RCMO:
Capt BS Baxter
WO 1 D Carter
RSM:
RQS:
WO2 S Lawrence

COMMANDING OFFICER’S FOREWORD
For a Reserve unit, there is a lot going on. Over the past
12 months, we have deployed our people across the globe
either in support of our Regular counterparts, leading our
own tasks or as individual augmentees. We have been
to USA, Qatar, Tunisia, Oman, Kuwait, Kenya, France,
Germany, Czech Republic (Czechia), Malta and Norway
as well as exercising in the UK. Activities have included
overseas training exercises, adventure training, sport
and exporting our incredible musical talent through our
Highland Band and our Pipes and Drums. There is much
on offer and we are playing a central role in delivering the
Army’s outputs.
The Battalion has continued to grow in strength over
the period too, with a steady inflow of new recruits, exRegular officers and soldiers and Reservists re-engaging.
Credit for this must be directed to the Recruiting teams,
the Regimental Operations Support Officer (ROSO) and
his 2IC (WO2 McDowall) until the post was folded in
September this year. However, the recruiting element are
supported by the outstanding efforts of both the Regular
Permanent Staff and the Reserves too, who have delivered
and participated in the amazing activities on offer to our
unit and come back talking positively and confidently
about their experiences.
It should not be forgotten that the achievement of our
growth is concurrent to delivering our routine training and
operational outputs. As a unit, we have made a significant
contribution to the Defence Engagement programme in
the Middle East as well as elsewhere. In April we planned
and delivered Exercise ‘DECISIVE DECISION’ on behalf
of the Ahmed Bin Mohammad Military College, Qatar in
Lydd Camp and Cinque Ports training area, Kent. We have
led and contributed to several Short Term Training Teams
in the Middle East, and the XO has just returned from 4
months in Oman on Exercise SAIF SAREEA 3, a combined
military training exercise between UK and Omani Armed
Forces.
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2Lt Caddick leading his platoon on RAMPANT LION

CAMBRIAN PATROL TEAM training at Warcop trg Area

Brigade Lindsay, WO2 Warwick, Capt Marshall and
The CO at Warcop Ranges

The highlight of the Battalion Training year was Exercise
RAMPANT LION. This combined a week of live firing at
Warcop ranges and a week long, unit-level exercise in
Galloway Forest and West Freugh in the South West
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of Scotland. Thanks must go to the Training Warrant
Officer WO2 Bradley Warwick, who in the absence of
the XO stepped up and delivered a first class training
package thoroughly enjoyed by all. The exercise also
provided a vital training opportunity for the Battalion’s
Exercise CAMBRIAN PATROL team to conduct final
preparations for their 40 mile patrol competition in the
Black Mountains, Wales in October. They were ably led
by 2Lt Angus Caddick, former Cadet RSM of 1 HLDRS Bn
ACF and achieved an outstanding result of being awarded
a certificate of merit – the highest possible award as the
patrol was cut short due to the arrival of storm Callum. 2Lt
Caddick also spent a month at Fort Bragg, North Carolina
on Exercise WARFIGHTER with elements of 4 SCOTS
and has recently returned from Kenya where he was an
observer/mentor to 1 IRISH GUARDS Battle Group.

BATTALION NOTES

mountaineering expedition in the Alps.
On the home front the Battalion regularly conducted
Employer Engagement activity across our area. We
are grateful to all our local authorities and chambers of
commerce for the constant support they provide us in
this vital aspect of maintaining Armed Forces Reserves.
Without their help and support and recognition of the
merits of Reserve service, recruiting would be particularly
difficult. We continue to run Employer Engagement
opportunities, inviting employers to witness and participate
in military activity to see first-hand the benefits Reserve
service can bring to their organisation as well as dispelling
myths about compulsory mobilisation and endless drill!

Ex NORTHERN TARTAN DIVE 18

C Coy - Sgt Taylor winning the Army Bugler competition

Capt Ken Scott (4th from Left) and members of his diving exercise

Battalion Adventure Training continues to thrive. In
March, we sent two teams of skiers and a snowboarder to
Exercise SNOW LION to train in alpine racing and compete
against other Regular, Reserve and UOTC teams. Led by
Sgt Ian McNiven, 7 SCOTS came away with 24 medals and
a trophy! Capt Keith Greene, having handed over as Acting
OC C Company, ran a Battalion Adventure Training Week
based at Rothiemurchus Lodge. Meanwhile Capt Ken Scott
led a diving expedition to Malta and the RMO, Capt James
Gordon (formerly an officer in 1 HLDRS), joined an army

Our Pipes and Drums played a prominent role in events
marking the Armistice Centenary. They played alongside 3
SCOTS Pipes and Drums in the Festival of Remembrance
in Dundee’s Caird Hall. On 11th November, together with
the RAF Pipe Band, they led the Remembrance parade
in Perth. Congratulations to Cpl Trevor Macey-Lillie for
passing The Pipe Majors’ Course at the Army School of
Piping and Highland Drumming. He is now on a Full Time
Reserve Service contract with 19 Regiment, Royal Artillery.
Also congratulations to Sgt Brian Taylor, Permanent Staff
Instructor Elgin Detachment, for winning the Army Pipe
Band Champion Bugler competition 2018. Hopefully, we
will enter the Pipes and Drums into the competition in
February 2019.
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C COMPANY - 7 SCOTS
OC:
2iC:
PSAO:
CSM:
SPSI:
RSUSO:
PSI Elgin:
CQMS (NRPS):

Maj NJL Brown
Capt M Dalzel-Job
Capt P Marshall
WO2 C Smith
CSgt C Marsden
WO2 D Campbell
Sgt B Taylor
CSgt N Dearden

INTRODUCTION

Pipe Major Darren Walker leading the Chief Of The Field Army and officers
on the Army Staff Ride in France Oct 18

Another busy year and C Company continues to grow
in active strength developing professional competencies
across a variety of Infantry trades and skills. We continue
to maintain a presence of reservists in Caithness in addition
to our established detachments locations in Inverness,
Stornoway and Elgin.
We welcome SSgt Duncan Andrews and Sgt Peter Ball,
both ex-regulars from the AGC and REME respectively.
A projected influx from ex-regular SCOTS personnel is
also reinforcing the Company manning pipeline for the
foreseeable future - which is great news. The cohesion of
our ex-regular and reservist personnel is hugely positive,
and experiences (civilian and military) are shared across
all ranks building the Company’s Esprit de Corps. We
also welcomed Maj Neil Brown as the new OC. Maj Brown
served for 17 years as a Regular officer in 2 & 5 SCOTS until
2014.

QUALIFICATIONS & PROMOTIONS
HQ Coy marching through Perth on Remembrance Sunday 11 Nov 18

As we close down for Christmas leave, we eagerly await
2019 and the opportunities that lie ahead for 51st Highland,
7th Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland. There is
much on offer for those who can commit time to the
Reserves, starting with live firing in January, a trip to
Norway to live in snow holes and follow the steps of the
Heroes of Telemark, cadre camps, training camps and
much more. I would encourage anyone who is reading this
and is enthused by its contents to get in touch with the
team either in Inverness, Elgin or Stornoway (C Company)
or deal directly with the Battalion Headquarters in Perth.
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Congratulations to LCpl Henry Dickinson and LCpl Michael
Lowe who passed their JNCO Cadres promoted this
summer. Pte Christopher Dickinson also passed his CMT
cadre to qualify as an Infantry Medic.

ANNUAL TRAINING DEPLOYMENT
Fourteen members of the company deployed on 7 SCOTS
Annual Training Deployment Exercise RAMPANT LION.
The two-week training exercise comprised a one week field
firing at Warcop Ranges where the troops completed their
Annual training tests on the rifle and GPMG before moving
onto more complicated multi weapon shoots with GLOC
pistol and rifle combinations followed by grenade ranges.
The culmination of the training was a live Section attack
manoeuvre. Week 2 was focused on bringing elements of 7
SCOTS together into a formed sub-unit under Maj Brown.
Under the watchful eye of 51X and BHQ, the company
deployed to Galloway Forrest via the former RAF base at
West Freugh. The opportunity to group the company with
elements of the Scottish and Northern Ireland Yeomanry
allowed for broader training opportunities and introduced
the 7 SCOTS troops to the role of Vehicle mounted recce
(WMIK). Sgt Tommy Stewart distinguished himself as a
combat photographer.
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WO2 Donald Campbell Keeping up his skills on the GPMG

CSgt Andy Braid meets Brigade Commander at Warcop Ranges

LCpl Henry Dickenson measuring his group size at Warcop ranges

ADVENTURE TRAINING
Ex NORTHERN TARTAN DIVE 18 was a 7 SCOTS Sub-Aqua
diving adventurous training expedition run by Captain Ken
Scott in Malta, Comino and Gozo, in October this year. The
expedition deployed twelve 7 SCOTS reservists personnel
and one regular from 1 SCOTS.
The expedition provided an opportunity to develop a
wide range of skills and experience, both directly and
indirectly related to diving. During the pre-expedition
training four Novices qualified as Ocean Divers, with
two other novices completing sheltered water and some
Open Water drills. Due to the nature of the expedition,
selecting and transiting to dive sites using hire vehicles,
briefing and managing the dives, all developed and tested
the teams leadership, communication, administration and
organisational skills in a testing and potentially dangerous
environment within safe boundaries.

2019 - THE YEAR AHEAD
The Forecast of events includes supporting 3 SCOTS BG
on their operational readiness assessment (Ex WESSEX
STORM). With a detailed training programme in place, the
year ahead looks great. Our focus will be on refining basic
conventional soldiering and urban skills, whilst developing
the sub-units understanding of collective movement,
individual qualification courses, and Long-Range Patrol
support.
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1ST BATTALION THE HIGHLANDERS ACF
Commandant: Colonel Iain Cassidy
Deputy Commandant (Cadets): Lt Col Mike MacDonald
Deputy Commandant (Adults): Lt Col Kevin Reid
Battalion Training Officer: Major Martin Whyte
Cadet executive Officer: Major Jim Stout
Company Commanders
Caithness: Major Neil McLean
Inverness: Major Alex Mezals
Western Isles: Major Norman MacLeod
Moray: Major Carrie Higgins
Ross: Major George MacDonald
Orkney & Shetland: Major Bruce Durrand
Regimental Sergeant Major: RSMI Eric Mills

NEW YEAR, NEW BATTALION
2018 saw a major change within the Battalion’s structure
with the amalgamation of the Highlanders and two other
Army Cadet Counties. As of January 1st the Highlanders
incorporated Orkney Independent Cadet Battery Army
Cadet Force and Shetland Independent Cadet Battery
Army Cadet Force into the Battalion as their sixth sub-unit
– called Orkney & Shetland Battery – creating the Army
Cadet Force’s largest cadet county.
Discussions between the three counties, RFCA and ACF
Regional Command had been going since almost the start
of 2017 on how to keep the cadet movement alive in the
North of Scotland, with all three counties being based in
quite remote areas. Several options were presented, with
the amalgamation being the best option and welcomed by
all parties.
The Battalion, still retaining the name of 1st Battalion The
Highlanders, now covers the Highlands, Moray, Western
Isles, Orkney and Shetland. The Battery’s first commander
was Major Andrew Barton (55), who was the former
Commandant of Orkney Army Cadet Force and for the
majority of last year the acting commandant of Shetland
Army Cadet Force.
At the end of January the Battery held an adult an adult
training weekend on Orkney for the staff to get to know
each other and also discuss the future cadet training
for their cadets. Following Annual Camp 2018 Major
Bruce Durrand (54) was appointed to the Battery’s new
Commander.
Orkney & Shetland Battery has four detachments: St Ola
and Kirkwall Detachments based on Orkney and Brae and
Lerwick Detachments based on Shetland.
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1st Bn Hldrs Battery Weekend in Jan.
Major Andrew Barton (centre) Brae Detachment Commander 2Lt Cheryl
Haynes (left) and Battery Training Officer Capt Bruce Durra (right)

CADETS HONOUR THE FALLEN
In June twenty-eight cadets and adults from the Battalion
visited the Battlefields, Memorials and Cemeteries of the
Ypres and Vimy Ridge Battlefields of Belgium and France.
The three day tour saw the cadets learn about the various
conflicts fought in the small area, from the Battles of
Ypres – fought across five different engagements between
1914-18 – to the Battle of Messines Ridge and the various
advances of warfare through the war, from the start of
trench warfare and the underground war that followed
using tunnelling and mines, to the later involvement of
tanks and planes. The cadets were also challenged on the
various misconceptions of the war, such as the “lions led by
donkeys” debate and the lines were stationary as there was
constant movement. One point that was driven home was
that it was a truly joint effort amongst a series of nations,
as the British didn’t hold a large percentage of the Western
Front whereas the French held almost 70%.
Every time the cadets visited a memorial or cemetery they
were always told to imagine what it was like a century ago,
which for Cadet Bombardier Danielle Savage (15) from St
Ola Detachment was quite hard to as she said: “the old
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The Cadets and Adults from the Battalion at the Menin Gate

front lines and battlefields are now such beautiful places, it
is quite hard to picture the madness taking place over 100
years ago.”
The tour was made as personal as possible for the cadets
to know the men named on the memorials and headstones,
with some personal correspondence of fallen servicemen
being read out. During a visit to Railway Wood and the
Royal Engineer Memorial Cadet Lance Corporal Max Scott
(15), from Elgin Detachment and Cadet Lance Corporal
Caitlin Green (15), from Thurso Detachment, read out
letters between a 2Lt Charles Boothby of 177th Tunnelling
Company Royal Engineers and his sweetheart Edith. After
reading out a series of love letters over an 18 month period
the cadets learnt that he was tragically killed in action,
along with 11 other men, by a mine exploding underneath
their tunnel, with their bodies unable to be recovered, he
was killed a week before he was due to go on leave and
see Edith.
As well as visiting Commonwealth War Graves, the cadets
also visited the Vladslo German Military Cemetery which
for Cadet Lance Corporal William Loftus (15), from Elgin
Detachment, this was the most emotional part as he said:
“for me it was seeing the cemetery, no more than 100m
squared and being told there are almost 26000 people
buried there.”
On Saturday evening the cadets paraded at the Menin
Gate to take part in the Last Post Ceremony, a ceremony
that has taken place every evening since 1928 – apart from
when Ypres was occupied by the Germans in the Second
World War. Three cadets from the Battalion’s Caithness
Company were given the honour to lay a wreath at the
gate: LCpl Green to lay the wreath, with fellow Thurso
Detachment Cadet Sergeant Dylan Gunn (17) and Cadet
Amanda Mulvey (17), from Halkirk Detachment, as escorts.

After the ceremony the cadets had a look around the
Menin Gate, which has the names of 54,896 Soldiers with
no known grave, which LCpl Green found unbelievable by
saying “it was an eye opener as to how many soldiers had
lost their lives defending their country.”
The final day of the tour saw the cadets make the trip into
France to learn about the Canadian effort during the war
and their part in the Arras Offensive during the Battle of
Vimy Ridge with a visit to the Canadian National Memorial
at Vimy Ridge, which towers the landscape and can see
over 40miles away – which shows how strategic it was to
whoever held it.
During their return home Cadet Corporal Natasha Gregor
(16), from Fort William Detachment said: “The Battlefield
Tour was absolutely eye-opening. I learnt so much there,
from where all the lines were at various times and also in
some cases how close they were to one another. It was a
huge honour to be part of the Menin Gate Ceremony.”
The tour was paid for through fundraising efforts by the
cadets, various grants and also the kind donations from
local Highland Businesses Tulloch Homes, The Robertson
Group, SGL Carbon and Sheriffmill Motors.

MORAY COMPANY RETAIN CHAMPION TITLE
For the second year running the Battalion’s Moray
Company have been crowned Champion Company at the
Battalion’s Annual Camp. Almost 300 cadets from across
the Battalion took part in their two week Annual Camp,
held this year at Otterburn Training Area.
A total of 67 cadets from Moray Company, which covers
Elgin, Forres, Nairn, Ardersier and Culloden, spent the
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majority of the fortnight working on their cadet training
progressing onto the next level of the syllabus, placed
into training cadres alongside cadets from across the
battalion’s six units who are at the same training level
as them. During the evenings there were competitions
between the units. Some of the competitions required skills
taught from the syllabus, such as Drill & Turnout, Shooting
and Fieldcraft, while others were just to encourage friendly
rivalry such as Football and Cross Country.
However it was not all training while at camp, the cadets
had some non-training days which everyone – including
the adult instructors – visited Hawkhurst Activity Training
Centre for some Adventure Training activities, which
included Bell Boating and Zip Lining.
The final day of camp ended with the prize giving,
which saw Moray Company pick up several of the major
competition trophies – including the Male and Female
Football Trophies, Cross Country Trophy and Best Drill
Team Trophy. The final trophy that was presented was the
Champion Company Trophy ‘Hector’ which was presented
to Cadet Company Sergeant Major Jadzia Calder (17) from
Forres Detachment.
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Company and the Battalion, Lani always volunteers part
in extra circular cadet activities and has represented
the Battalion at Scottish Sporting events on several
occasions. Lani is also a role model for the young people of
Caithness, with her appointment last year as the new Lord
Lieutenant’s Cadet of Caithness.
Although the last Cadet Regimental Sergeant Major
Caithness Company had was in 1997, technically, Lani
was the first Caithness Cadet from 1st Battalion The
Highlanders to be appointed to the position, as prior
to 1999 the Battalion was called the Queen’s Own
Highlanders Army Cadet Force.
RSM Jones was presented her new rank and RSM
Pacestick at a presentation night back in June, by the Lord
Lieutenant of Caithness Viscount John Thurso.

CSM Jadzia Calder (left) receiving the Champion Company Trophy from the
Battalion’s Commandant Colonel Iain Cassidy

FIRST CAITHNESS RSM IN 20 YEARS
Lani Jones (17), from Castletown Detachment, made
history by being the first Cadet Regimental Sergeant Major
from Caithness Company since 1997.
Joining in June 2012, during her time in the ACF Lani has
climbed through the ranks completing her Master Cadet
last year – the highest level in the cadet Army Proficiency
Syllabus. A role model for the younger cadets of the
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Lani Jones (right) receiving her RSM Rank and Pacestick from
Lord Vicount the Lord Lieutenant of Caithness
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Up and Away!!
Sgt Jack ready for a bird’s eye view of his expedition route

TRISTAN’S CANADIAN ADVENTURE
During the Summer Cadet Sergeant Tristan Jack (16), from
Farr Detachment, took part the Army Cadet Force’s annual
Canadian Exchange “Ex Oak Leaf”, where he spent his
Summer Holidays in Canada at Whitehorse Cadet Training
Centre in the Yukon.
The annual exchange is organised by Army Regional
Command in conjunction with the Royal Canadian Army
Cadets, which sees up to 40 cadets from across the UK
representing the Army Cadet and Combined Cadet Forces
living and training with their Canadian counterparts at
one of three Cadet Centres for the Summer – Whitehorse,
Argonaut or Rocky Mountain. Sgt Jack was one of
the twelve cadets selected to represent the UK in the
exchange at Whitehorse. For the majority of the exchange
Tristan was not at Whitehorse, but out in the field learning
leadership skills, expedition training and some adventurous
training, with the main part of the exchange being an 18
day expedition – undertaken by Foot, Bike and Canoe.
Which prior to completing the cadets got taken up in a
Twin Otter Spotter aeroplane to view the route from the

air, which SSgt Jack said was “fun if you did not get airsick
easily as the plane was not very big and didn’t handle
turbulence well.”
Tristan was not always doing training, as there were
plenty of day trips organised for the UK cadets, visiting
the Yukon Wildlife Preserve and the McBride Gold Rush
Museum. Being so close to the United States the cadets
even hopped over the boarder to Alaska for a day trip to
Skagway where Tristan said “you could wander about and
visit anything that took our interest. The price of food was
unbelievable £23.50 for a pizza for example!”
Part of the exchange also had the cadets fending for
themselves as part of a 24 hour survival package which
had the cadets build a shelter from a tarpaulin and
anything else that they found in the wilderness and remain
there with no contact with anyone.
Upon reflecting on his experiences in Canada Tristan said
“If given the opportunity I would repeat this exchange in a
heartbeat, I would recommend it to all cadets.”
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CADETS SEE STEM IN ACTION
During the October Holidays nine cadets from the
Battalion took part in the Army Cadet Forces national
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) Camp
‘Exercise Science In Action’, held at Salisbury Plain Army
Training Estate in Wiltshire.
The camp, now in its 3rd year and going from strength
to strength, hosted almost 200 Army and Combined
Cadet Force cadets from across the United Kingdom. The
camp consisted of a series of activities, short lessons and
practical demonstrations, on how the modern British Army
makes use of the wide range of technology it has at its
disposal and how the STEM subjects the cadets learn in
school is applied in that.
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Although the cadets were at the other end of the country
some of the stands were led by former cadets from the
Battalion, with the REME stand being conducted by WO1
Andy McNab who was a former Elgin Detachment cadet.
The week started with all 200 cadets watching assault on
Salisbury Plain led by eight Challenger 2 Main Battle Tanks,
from the King’s Royal Hussar’s, accompanied by the Royal
Welsh Regiment in Warrior Infantry Fighting Vehicles on
a village in the training area that had been ‘invaded’ by an
‘enemy force’.
Now in its third year ‘Ex Science in Action’ has more
than doubled the spaces for cadets to learn how STEM
is applied in the modern British Army, with the initial trial
year only open to 80 cadets, with plans for 2019’s camp
already underway.

Nine cadets from the Battalion took part in the camp;
Aviemore Detachment cadets Cpl Katie Wallace (14),
LCpl Adam Ferenc (13), LCpl Alejandro Trolese (14),
LCpl Lorna Robertson (13), Cdt Rachael Blair (13),
Benbecula Detachment cadet LCpl Asher Kuzma (14),
Elgin Detachment cadets LCpl Ben Hayllar (14), Cdt
Curtis Dickson (13), and Tain Detachment cadet Cdt
Ryan Saunders (13), along with Aviemore Detachment
Commander 2Lt Debra Ennis (52) and Alness Detachment
Commander 2Lt Lorraine Wright (46) as Adult Support for
the camp.
Throughout the week the cadets were split into four
different companies, doing a round robin visiting a
different British Army unit learning about how STEM is
applied in their particular role within the army.
The cadets received visits from six different units: the Royal
Signals where they were shown a range of communications
equipment and the latest cyber security initiatives, the
Royal Artillery where they were shown Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAVs) for battlefield surveillance and information
gathering as well as a practical session operating drones,
the Royal Logistics Corps where they were shown how the
Army is sustained in the field from munitions to fuels, the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers where they were
shown how modern equipment is recovered and repaired,
the Royal Engineers where they were shown how military
engineering keeps the army mobile – which had the cadets
build a small bridge - and the Army Air Corps where they
discussed rotary wing flight – including a walk round and
a sit in their various aircraft such as an Apache Attack
Helicopter.
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Some of the Highlanders on top of a Challenger 2 after the
demonstration by Kings Royal Hussars
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2ND BATTALION THE HIGHLANDERS ACF
Commandant: Col Scott Dunn
Deputy Commandant: Lt Col George Smith
Cadet Executive Officer: Maj Kenneth Masson
Quartermaster: Capt Stuart Eddie
Regimental Sergeant Major: RSMI Laura Watt

ANNUAL CAMP
This year 2nd Battalion The Highlanders relocated from
their Boddam Headquarters to Garelochhead Army
Training Area for their annual camp. Cadets have been
undergoing a training programme covering all areas of
the Army Proficiency Certificate. The APC covers training
in subjects such as fieldcraft, first aid, signals, command
tasks, target shooting and drill and turnout. The Battalion
has been able to use the shooting ranges in HMNB Clyde
located next door to our camp. This year we have STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) kits on
camp and cadets have been designing and building their
own versions of bridges, windmills and other engineering
structures giving them an insight into engineering
problems and the opportunity to seek solutions.
Apart from the hard work the cadets have to do to earn
star badges and hopefully promotions they have been
able to carry out some adventurous training at Lochgoil
Activity Centre. At the centre they were able to take part
in canoeing, abseiling and gorge walking. All activities were
delivered by qualified and highly skilled centre staff with
CFAV holding a watching brief.
As a further reward for hard work cadets were able to visit
Riverside Museum in Glasgow and view a large number of
exhibits from Glasgow’s rich history. While at the museum
one of our cadets displayed a hidden talent when he sat
down at a piano and proceeded to entertain his cadet
colleagues and a number of other startled visitors. The
Battalion is also pleased to note that one member of
the museum staff commented on the exceptionally high
standard of behaviour and manners the young cadets
displayed.
Last day of camp saw the promotion of cadets, the award
of star badges and the presentation of the various trophies
the Battalion has in it’s silverware collection.
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HERO CADETS
In front of their cadet colleagues 3 cadets from the
Battalion were presented with certificates by Col
Scott Dunn on behalf of The Royal Humane Society in
recognition of the part they played in the rescue of a man
who had got into difficulties in Macduff Harbour last year.
On that day Cadets Jordon Anderson of Aberdeen, Katyln
Wilson, Shannon Wilson both of Turriff along with their
friend 15 year old Kyle Chapman were enjoying a day out
at the harbour when Cadet Anderson spotted a person
in trouble about 50 metres offshore. Anderson dived into
the water and started to swim towards the victim in the
process hitting his leg on an object and aggravating an old
injury. His initial reaction was to swim back to shore but
realising the danger the man in the water was in he turned
back and swam towards him. Kyle Chapman threw a
lifebelt towards Anderson who managed to get the man’s
head above the water and rest in on the lifebelt. He then
swam towing the victim back to the harbour wall. By this
time paramedics and coastguard personnel had arrived
and assisted in getting the man safely up the 4 metre high
wall onto dry land.
While all this is happening the Wilson sisters who had
initially alerted the emergency services noticed the man’s
partner had gone into shock and used the First Aid skills
they had learnt in the Army Cadet Force to comfort her
until paramedic assistance arrived. The man was taken to
hospital by coastguard helicopter but unfortunately lost his
life the following day.
Receiving a second award was Cadet Katlyn Wilson, this
time an Army Cadet Force praiseworthy certificate. Cadet
Wilson was walking her dog when she noticed a female
crouching and crying on the opposite side of the road.
Katlyn approached the woman and as she did the woman
began to walk away, but quickly stopped. Katlyn enquired
if she was okay to which she replied no. The woman
explained her partner had beaten her. Taking control of the
situation she sat the woman down on a bench and asked
if she wanted police involvement to which she replied yes.
Katlyn dialled 999 and passed information given by the
victim to the police. In the course of the conversation the
woman stated she had been stabbed in the stomach by a
screwdriver. Thinking on her feet Katlyn asked if she could
she the stab wound, carefully lifting the woman’s top she
noted a wound in her side which was bleeding but not
excessively. She passed this information on to the police
who advised her not to apply pressure as there may be a
foreign body inside the wound.
As they waited for the emergency services to arrive, Katlyn
noticed the female began to hyperventilate, without panic
she told the woman to take slow deep breaths all the
time giving her reassurance to calm her. On arrival of the
emergency services she handed over to the paramedics
and gave her own details to the police. Later on in the
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year Katlyn travelled to London to be presented with the
prestigious British Citizen Youth Award by Diversity star
Ashley Banjo.
Receiving a Cadet Force Praiseworthy award for her
actions in another incident is Cadet Sergeant Major
Iona Robertson (17) of Portsoy who was attending a
meeting when a lady present seemed to slip in and out of
consciousness. She was not responding to conversation.
Iona went to assist, cleared the area of bystanders, put
the lady in the recovery position, monitored her vital signs
and called the emergency services. Iona continued to
monitor the lady’s condition until she handed over to the
emergency services on their arrival. Iona stayed with the
lady offering comfort and reassurance while paramedics
carried out their tests.
Commented, Colonel Scott Dunn Battalion Commandant, “I
am very proud of these young people who, using the skills
they learned as cadets have made a real difference in an
emergency. They are a credit to their families, community
and the Army Cadet Force.”

NEW RSMI
SMI Laura Watt takes over her responsibilities as the
Battalion’s RSMI. Congratulation and the best of luck to
her.

FIRST AID
Having won first in the ACFA Scotland First Aid
competition The Battalion represented Scotland at
the National First Aid competition and returned north
clutching Bronze Medals after coming a respectable 3rd
out of 10 competing ACF teams. There was not a lot of
separation between the teams with winners Durham
ACF only 16 points ahead of The Highlanders. The team
received a lot of praise from other CFAVs attending the
event on being a credit to the ACF.

BRIGADE MILITARY SKILLS COMPETITION
A group of Cadets represented the Battalion in the
51 Brigade Military Skills Competition. The Cadets will
compete against cadets from the ACF and CCF, and
undertake various assessments on teamwork tasks, first
aid, and military Skills. The team finished in a respectable
third position.

CADET IN THE COMMUNITY
Cadets and CFAVs from Inverurie Detachment were hard
at work assisting URY Riverside SCIO planting trees and
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carrying out general improvements to the local area. An
excellent effort from all the cadets and adults involved. The
Battalion is delighted to have been involved in this project
and we look forward to watching the fruits of our labours
grow and have a future role in assisting the development
of this area.

ARMED FORCES DAY
Cadets from 2nd Battalion The Highlanders marched
with Regular, Reserve and Veterans of our Armed Forces.
This show of appreciation and thanks for the work of our
Armed Forces members past and present is all the more
poignant this year as we near the 100th anniversary of the
end of the First World War.
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SAD PASSING
It was with sadness one morning last June, the Battalion
received the news one of our Battalion stalwarts had
passed away. SSI Neil Stephen’s sudden and unexpected
death shocked everyone, and it was difficult to
comprehend one of our Battalion family was no longer
with us. SSI Stephen completed over 41 years service to
the ACF as an Adult Instructor and a further four years
prior to this as a cadet. After the funeral, Neil’s next of kin
presented his medals to the battalion, a memorial has been
created and is on display in the Battalion Headquarters
as a lasting tribute to Neil’s association and service to the
Battalion and the young people of North East Scotland.
GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
In common with their cadet colleagues throughout
the United Kingdom cadets from Vittoria Company 2
Highlanders Army Cadet Force paid their respects and
bowed their heads in remembrance of all who gave their
service in defence of the freedoms we enjoy today. This
year the 100th anniversary of the moment the guns fell
silent in 1918 we remembered in particular those who made
the ultimate sacrifice in WW1.
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48TH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA
GREETINGS FROM THE 48TH HIGHLANDERS
OF CANADA
Greetings from the Officers, Sergeants and Warrant
Officers, and Highlanders of the 48th Highlanders of
Canada.
The 2018/2019 training year has already been a busy one
for the Regiment and it is only just over half complete.
We began in March 2018 with a live-fire defensive FTX
hosted by our NATO partners to the south in Ft. Drum,
New York (home of the U.S Army’s 10th Mountain Division).
Members of the battalion worked alongside their partners
from across 32 Canadian Brigade Group to perform and
become proficient at operating as a light infantry company
in the defence. It being March, soldiers had to not only be
proficient in their tactics, techniques, and procedures, but
also perform under difficult environmental conditions.
The summer is a busy time of year for the Canadian
Army, with Reserve Summer Training being a focus for
all members and organizations. The 48th Highlanders
are pleased to announce the intake of three qualified
dismounted platoon commanders, as well as eight new
junior leaders recently appointed to the rank of Master
Corporal. The success we have had as a Regiment at
seeing these results is due to the hard work of leadership
at all levels in preparing soldiers and officers for two of
the most challenging courses within the Infantry Corps
(the Infantry Junior Leaders Qualification, and the Infantry
Officer Dismounted Platoon Commander Course). The
model used to prepare corporals for their appointment as
an Assault Group Commander and Section 2 I/C has been
recognised across the brigade as a best practice.

MCpl Van Lingen of D Coy takes up a firing position during the final stages
of his Infantry Junior Leaders Qualification, a 12 week course teaching
Section tactics and Leadership - July 18

The Regiment has also seen soldiers and officers deploy
on international operations, most recently on Op UNIFIER
in the Ukraine and Op IMPACT in Iraq. These deployments
bring valuable operational experience to the regimental
family, and maintain the active Regiment’s commitment to
working with our NATO allies around the World.

Capt J.Lau interacts with civilians during a recent deployment to Iraq
on Op IMPACT

Soldiers of the 48th Highlanders conduct recce patrol rehearsals prior to
stepping off for a training exercise as part of the pre-infantry Junior Leaders
course run by the Regiment - January 18

In October of 2018, command of the active battalion
passed from LCol H.S. Pedwell, CD to LCol R.A. Alkema,
CD. LCol Alkema becomes the first serving member to hold
both the appointment of Regimental Sergeant Major and
Commanding Officer in the 127 years the 48th has faithfully
served. The transfer of command was completed when the
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CO of the Lorne Scots presented LCol Alkema with a dirk
which was given to the CO of the 48th Highlanders in 1957
to commemorate the bond between the two Units during
the outbreak of war in 1939, when members of B Coy, the
Lorne Scots, elected to join with the 48th as they deployed
overseas.

Members of 48th Highlanders lead members from the Toronto Scottish
and the Lincoln and Welland Regts in the Canadian Patrol Competition in
Wainwright, Alberta - Nov 18

32 Canadian Bde Group Commander, Col Dan Stepaniuk shakes hands with
incoming CO of 48th Highlanders - Lt Col Ronald Alkema as Hon Col Scott
and outgoing CO Lt Col Harry Pedwell look on - Oct 18

As we approach the Canadian winter, members of the
Regiment will begin to hone their skills at war fighting
in the complex winter environment through the Basic
Winter Warfare qualification. These are foundational
skills that every infantry member must master in order
to become effective members of the combat arms. This
course will ensure soldiers learn how to live and fight in the
inhospitable Canadian Shield, practicing key skills such as
the occupation of a platoon hide with arctic tents, winter
survival, snow defences, and basic tactical tracking. This
winter also saw soldiers of the 48th Highlanders lead the
Brigade commitment to the Canadian Patrol competition,
which consists of a series of stands spread across a 60km
trace that patrolmen must navigate and complete by foot.
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We look forward to a challenging and rewarding 2019, as
we continue the Regiment’s commitment to the training
and deployment of the Canadian Army’s primary warfighters – the Infantry Soldier.
Dileas gu Brath!
Captain Lawrence Blake
Officer Commanding
Delta Company
48th Highlanders of Canada

THE HIGHLANDER

COLONEL IN CHIEF’S REGIMENTAL PLATINUM
JUBILEE
HRH The Princess Elizabeth, heiress presumptive, on 7
December 1947, became the Colonel-in-Chief of the 48th
Highlanders of Canada on that day. This, along with her
appointment as Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment de la
Chaudiere, on the same day, were the first appointments
accepted by HM as Colonel-in-Chief.
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A second version of the Portrait, which has both Davidson
and Fingask tartans used as elements in the background,
was specially done for the Pipes and Drums.
In honour of The Colonel-in-Chief’s Platinum Jubilee copies
of the portrait are being placed in Messes, unit lines, the
Regimental Museum and St Andrew’s Church.

It is worth noting that, prior to that time, members of the
Royal Family often held Royal Colonel appointments in
the regiments of the Brigade of Guards. In at accepting
the appointment HM became our Regiment’s first and
only Colonel-in-Chief since the Regiment was founded in
1891. The Queen has now served 70 years as a Highlander.
The Colonel-in-Chief first visited her Highlanders in 1951.
Throughout the past seven decades HM has visited her
Regiment on several occasions. Most notable among
these was 1959 when HM presented new Colours to
The Regiment in Ottawa and they were trooped in her
presence.
In 1997 HM officially opened the new Regimental Museum
in St Andrew’s Church and her last visit was in 2010.
Traditionally the Honorary Colonel corresponds with HM
to provide her with an annual update on the activities of
her Regiment and with greetings on special occasions and
anniversaries. HM will also when possible welcome a visit
from the Honorary Colonels and Commanding Office, as
happened in November, when the CO along with HCol and
HLCol were received by HM at Buckingham Palace.
Following her appointment in 1947 the Regiment received
two signed portraits of their new Colonel-in-Chief that had
been taken in May 1947 by noted portrait photographer
Dorothy Wilding. During her first visit to the Regiment
in 1951 RSM Wigmore took these to the Royal Train, just
prior to its departure from Union Station, and the Colonelin-Chief signed them. They were prominently displayed
until the 1980s, when they were replaced by updated
(1977 Silver Jubilee) versions. Both portraits remain in the
Regimental collection today and are located in the CO’s
office and the entry to the WOs and Sgts Mess.
To mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee as Colonel-in-Chief,
the Honorary Colonels, with the support of our Regimental
Senate. arranged to commission a Platinum Jubilee Portrait
of the Colonel-in-Chief wearing the platinum and diamond
brooch presented to Her Majesty on her first visit to The
Regiment.
Her Majesty enthusiastically agreed to sit for a new official
Regimental Portrait and after some coordination, our
Regimental Photographer, Mr Ian Macdonald, completed
the task in March 2017 at Windsor Castle. More on this
story is found elsewhere in the Falcon Yearbook.

The Commanding Officer and our Honorary Appointments
meet our Colonel-in-Chief
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THE REGIMENT THANKS ITS OUTGOING RSM
AND WELCOMES HIS SUCCESSOR
RSM’S REVIEW – OUTGOING
By RSM (CWO) Derek Murphy, CD
Yes, my time as Regimental Sergeant Major has come to
an end, and as I said when I took over the appointment, it
has been an absolute honour and a privilege to serve as
your RSM over the last four years. I am fiercely proud of
what you have done individually and collectively, and this
sentiment is shared by many who are associated with the
Regiment. The future for of the 48th Highlanders is bright,
and these past years have been marked with jobs well
done. The success achieved was because of the work and
support of an excellent team of NCMs and Officers.

What has not changed during my time as the RSM is
the spirit and pride in being part of such a historic and
accomplished unit. The service continues – that is the real
story. This regiment is the embodiment of our community.
At present, about 250 soldiers serve as reservists in the
regiment, and they are anything but weekend warriors.
Finally, it is equally crucial that I thank the broader
Regimental Family – which comprises serving ERE
Highlanders, members of all of the Associations, the IODE,
and Friends of the Regiment. I have come to realise that
your support is the key to the success of the Regiment.
Thanks to everyone for keeping me on my toes – day and
night – and reminding me that 48th stand second to none.
Dileas Gu Brath

As many of you can appreciate, the time seems to have
flown by. During my tenure, we have seen the unit in a
state of constant change because of the realities of the
21st century. Today the members of the unit are critical
to the sustainability of Canadian Forces operations. The
participation of the regiment on international operations
continues, and the unit was also called upon to aid civil
authorities on several occasions. I wish to thank all of
the soldiers for the way that they have distinguished
themselves in all operations. In terms of leadership, we
have developed a team that will lead the Regiment through
current and future challenges.
In the past year there have been some notable highlights,
and whilst it would be wrong to focus on any specifically,
the effort in the training and development of the NCM core
was a resounding success. The Regiment’s commitment
to the development of our junior leaders was an example
to the entire Brigade. Looking forward, the next few years
will be no less challenging. The Regiment as you know will
grow in size and it is important that we continue to move
the NCM Corps to a new level of growth and focus. With
everyone’s involvement, we will leave a positive legacy for
the next generation of Highlanders.

Outgoing RSM Murphy receives the
Commander’s Commendation in recognition of his service

Former RSMs with the Outgoing and Incoming RSM
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RSM Murphy (left) and RSM Kwok (right)
on parade
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RSM’S REVIEW – INCOMING
By RSM (CWO) Brian Kwok, CD
I took the appointment of Regimental Sergeant Major
in late October, 2017, and had to hit the ground running.
Although CWO Murphy did his best to prepare me for
my new role, experiencing the pace of it first hand was
immense. Having had a little time now to settle in, I’m
ready to take on the challenges ahead!
The new year offers the exciting challenge of
unprecedented growth. This is the first time in my 26
years with the Canadian Forces that there have been such
fantastic recruiting opportunities!
Canada’s new defense policy, “Strong, Secure, and
Engaged (SSE)”, has mandated the Regular Force to grow
by 3,500 members and the Reserves to grow by another
1,500.
Newly promoted MWO Hanson at the Change of RSMs Ceremony

This year alone, we have over 40 new recruits in the 48th
Highlanders, making the Training Company larger than the
Fighting Company for the first time in my memory.
As I mentioned earlier, there are of course challenges that
come with an opportunity like this. Every member of our
Regiment must rise to the occasion.
As the number of new recruits grows, so must the ranks of
our leadership, starting at the Master Corporal (MCpl) level.
Last Summer was very successful- qualifying 6 new MCpls.
Another 9 members have heard the call, and accepted
the task of training this Summer!
This will not be easy, but I’m confident that despite the
traditionally high failure rates associated with this course,
they’re well prepared to successfully achieve their goals
and become our next junior leaders.
Another set of roles from SSE that are being dispersed
amongst the nation’s Reserve Units are the new mission
tasks that will “give full-time capability through part-time
service.”
These tasks will see Reservists deploy side by side with
the Regular Force. There will be a permanent place for
Reservists on all tours, and we look forward to learning
what our assignment will be.
Whatever it may be, it will be accomplished in true 48th
fashion. We will set the bar for the other Reserve units.
I look forward to being the RSM of the 48th Highlanders
during this transformational time.
Dileas Gu Brath

RSM (CWO) Brian Kwok, CD
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C COMPANY REPORT
By Captain Vince Laurella
This was an exciting year for Charlie Company.
As we had completed all our annual training in the Spring,
and had also completed an intensive week-long August
“Advance to Contact”exercise up the west side of Meaford,
we were able to hit the ground running in September!!!
Live fire jungle lanes, section live fire attacks, and Platoon
hasty attacks were all the main effort. Occupation of patrol
hides and night reconnaissance parties helped define the
enemy for the next day’s activities, while intense enemy
counter attacks kicked off each morning.

Ex TARTAN CABER I (20-22 Oct) CFB Borden –
Maj Fisher addresses the troops

This flowed into exercises with section and platoon attacks
in Borden giving our junior leaders and new platoon
commanders valuable experience in their roles. I would say
the troops have seen a lot this year and accordingly we
take a tactical break and rotate back into the defensive.
Starting this past November, we rotated into the defensive,
dug in a full Company defensive position with the RHLI
(Royal Hamilton Light Infantry), complete with C6
trenches.
The troop faced the worst that Meaford could bring to
bear (snow, rain, freezing rain, 30km winds, water filled
trenches, standard issue IMPs, etc) and were able to repel
a rather lengthy attack by WO Hanson and a full enemy
platoon. A very nice culmination before the Christmas
break.

Ex TARTAN CABER I (20-22 Oct) CFB Borden
Sgt Rukman sites the GPMG during a platoon attack

Next up for the C Coy soldiers is a formal “Basic Winter
Warfare” course in a defensive context and recce patrols.
During the Winter months, the Coy has detached some of
our personnel to D Coy to conduct a Basic Winter Warfare
course, while attaching the pre-PLQ members of D Coy to
C Coy.
Troops will be conducting navigation exercises and
reconnaissance patrols with the pre-PLQ leading the
patrols and the remainder of C Coy filling in the patrol
member spots.

Ex TARTAN CABER I (20-22 Oct) CFB Borden
Final AAR after a successful training weekend

We will be in Fort Drum for our March FTX, using the
American livefire defensive ranges that we don’t have in
Canada. Following that, we will move into IBTS, and the
personal skills that are required to be completed annually,
prepare to send soldiers off to Summer training and start
to get ready for another challenging training year.
Dileas Gu Brath

38

THE HIGHLANDER

ALLIED & AFFILIATED UNITS

7TH BATTALION - THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT
CO: LTCOL P. Graham, DSM
RSM: WO1 B. Fawcett
The past twelve months has proven to be yet another
exciting period for the men and women of the 7th
Battalion. Following the high tempo of operational
deployments in 2016-2017, the focus during the first
half of 2108 was on consolidation and regeneration
of critical capabilities. While the RESET phase of the
Force Generation Cycle imposed a heavy burden on the
Battalion of providing external support, individual and
collective training was continually developed as 7 RAR
advanced through the BOARS and PREDATORS series of
exercises. Similarly, 7 RAR continued to lead FORCOMD
in re-Mechanisation under Plan KEOGH, achieving several
critical milestones. On the International Engagement
front, 7 RAR’s relationships were further enhanced with
key international partners, particularly Falantil – Forsa
Defensa Timor-Leste (F-FDTL) and the Royal Malaysian
Armed Forces (RMAF). Having now transitioned to the
READYING phase, the focus is squarely on the preparation
for assuming Ready Battle Group responsibilities and
participation in the Joint Warfare Series in 2019.

BATTALION ACTIVITIES
Major training activities for the year commenced with
Exercises BOARS BASELINE and BOARS CRAWL,
conducted at Murray Bridge and Cultana Training Areas
in February and March. These activities saw the conduct
of both mounted and dismounted training at individual
and section level, establishing a solid foundation for later
progression.
For the next few months, the burden of providing
significant support to Army’s training establishments,
inherent in the RESET phase, restricted 7 RARs ability to
achieve collective training above Platoon level. However,
during April and May, while Alpha and Charlie Company’s
deployed to support training at the Royal Military College
and the School of Armour, Support Coy and Bravo
enjoyed the delights of Jungle Training Wing at Tully.
Collective training for the first half of 2018 culminated in
Ex PREDATORS WALK in May, whereupon 7 RAR returned
to Cultana for the first Brigade field exercise for the year.
This saw the Battalion combine primarily with elements of
8th/12th Regiment and 1st Combat Engineer Regiment to
achieve the combined arms effect.
The focus for the Battalion in June and July was the
conduct of specialist courses, including the first M113AS4
Drivers Course to be conducted by an RAR Battalion since
2012. This achievement marked a significant milestone in
the re-Mechanisation of the Battalion under Plan KEOGH,
and underlines the progress made by the Battalion in this
regard since January 2017.

Also in June, several Officers and NCOs of the Battalion
provided Observer Trainer support to our fellow
‘tailenders’, the 8th/9th Battalion during Exercises SEA
RAIDER and HAMEL. This experience provided a great
opportunity to cross-pollinate and learn from each other,
as well as an invaluable insight as to the challenges that lay
ahead for 7 RAR as it commences the Joint Warfare Series
2019.
Following a brief period of Stand Down in July, the
Battalion once again returned to Cultana for Ex BOARS
RUN. With the 1st Brigade now in the READYING phase
of the Force Generation Cycle, the training was aimed
at Mechanised Platoon and Company operations,
culminating with a series of Company-level Live Fire
exercises. Of significance, in another first for the RAR
since the implementation of Plan KEOGH, Alpha Company
conducted the first Mechanised Company live fire attack
with all vehicles crewed by Battalion members.
Concurrent to the Battalion’s other commitments was
the training for the 7 RAR Duke of Gloucester Cup team.
Corporal Stuart Jacobs led his men with distinction, with
the Section bringing home the Royal Ulster Rifles Trophy
(Falling Plate competition) and finishing second for overall
marksmanship. On an individual level, Corporal Jacobs
also received tremendous recognition for his efforts, being
judged runner-up as the best soldier of the competition. All
involved in the competition performed to an outstanding
standard, and should be proud of their efforts.
Furthermore, this year saw 7 RAR introduce the Army
Combatives Program (ACP) into its routine Battalion
training. The introduction of the ACP, as well as the
establishment of the Integrated Combat Club – Edinburgh,
has seen the incorporation of combat behaviours and
increased physical robustness into the daily training of the
Battalion.
Collective training for 2018 culminated with the final
Brigade field training event, Exercise PREDATORS RUN in
September, again conducted in Cultana. A truly combined
arms activity, Exercise PREDATORS RUN saw Combat
Teams formed from all elements of the 1st Brigade undergo
a challenging series of activities in complex environments.
This activity has well and truly set the conditions for
the Battalion to progress to more challenging collective
training events in 2019 as it prepares for Ready Battle
Group responsibilities.
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INTERNATIONAL AND COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
In addition to the Battalions foundation warfare training
schedule, 2018 has also seen the Battalion conduct several
significant international and community engagement
activities. In March, Alpha Company hosted the soldiers
of 14 Rejimen Askar Melayu DiRaja (14 RAMD), Malaysian
Armed Forces for Exercise SOUTHERN TIGER. This activity
focused on tactics, techniques and procedures for both
urban and mounted operations, allowing both nations to
enhance their skills in these operating environments, whilst
also building cohesion and camaraderie between 7 RAR
and the 14 RAMD.
The Battalion’s partnership with the soldiers of Falantil –
Forsa Defensa Timor Leste (F-FDTL) has also been further
enhanced this year, with several activities under the banner
of Exercise Arafura Warrior. Following on from the success
of the inaugural Peace Keeping Operations Mobile Training
Team conducted late 2017, in April Bravo Company hosted
the members of the F-FDTL shooting team prior to their
participation ASAAM. As a mark of the close relationship
between the two Armies, the Battalion was honoured
to be joined by the shooting team for the ANZAC Day
march through Adelaide. In another first for 7 RAR, the
Battalion hosted two F-FDTL Lieutenants throughout July
and August prior to their attendance at the Royal Military
College – Duntroon. The officers understudied Platoon
Commanders in the Battalion both in the barracks and
field, putting them in good stead for the training ahead of
them. Finally, at the time of writing, personnel drawn from
Bravo Company are in Timor Leste, mid-way through the
current Mobile Training Team deployment.
2018 has also been a busy year for the Battalion with
regards to community engagement. The Battalion has
hosted several events at Horseshoe Lines for local charities,
such as Youth Opportunities and the Adelaide Women’s
and Children’s Hospital, providing not only support to
these worthwhile causes, but also a snapshot into Battalion
life for the participants. Further afield, the Battalion has
focussed its Indigenous Engagement strategy on the
communities on the Eyre Peninsula, specifically those
communities that have stakeholder interest in the lands on
which the Cultana Training Area exists.
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Alpha Coy will undertake a week-long mentoring and
resilience camp in the Port Lincoln Region in November.
Charlie Company are looking to work with high school
aged youth from Whyalla in conjunction with Australian
Indigenous Mentoring Experience (AIME). The Battalion
Indigenous Liaison Officer (WO2 Joe Pedler) has also met
with the elders of the Ceduna community with a view to
developing similar programs and links as those in Port
Lincoln and Whyalla. Locally, the Battalion has supported
numerous remembrance days, ceremonies and cultural
activities including the City of Adelaide Reconciliation
Breakfast, the Aboriginal War Veterans Day, NAIDOC week
activities throughout greater Adelaide and a number of
focus groups with local community elders.

BATTALION LOSSES
Sadly, the past 12 months have also seen the loss of two
members of the Battalion, both of whom were killed in
separate motor vehicle accidents. Private Joel Ryan passed
away on the 25th November 2017, and Private Jacob
Greening passed away on 23 December 2017. All members
of 7 RAR felt deeply the loss of Privates Ryan and
Greening, and the Battalion and wider Regiment supported
the funerals of both members and remains in contact with
the families.

CONCLUSION
The past 12 months has been busy time for 7 RAR, as the
Battalion consolidated and re-built critical capabilities. It
continued to lead FORCOMD in the implementation of
Plan KEOGH, and has further developed its combined
arms, foundation warfighting capabilities. The Battalion has
deepened our relationships with both the local community
and our key international partners. As the Battalion
moves into 2019, the focus is now preparing for the trials
of the Joint Warfare Series and Ready Battle Group
responsibilities. Overall, 2018 has been another prosperous
year for the Pig Battalion with 2019 promising to be just as
challenging and rewarding.
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THE 5TH/6TH BATTALION
THE ROYAL VICTORIA REGIMENT
‘MELBOURNE’S OWN’
CO: Lieutenant Colonel Joshua Jardine RAINF
2iC/BNEO: Major Garry Rolfe RAA
Adj: Captain Ash Jones RAINF
RSM (acting): WO2 Barry Conroy RAINF

This year, the unit has experienced several organisational
changes, with Support Company being re-rolled to Delta
Company (a regular rifle company), with the Manoeuvre
Support Platoons and Signals Sections being allocated
to each of the Rifle Companies. In addition, our depot
at Sunshine in the western suburbs was allocated to 8/7
RVR and Alpha Company located to the South-Eastern
suburbs in order to access that recruiting base, as the bulk
of Melbourne’s population growth has been there over the
past 30 years. Finally, 2/10 Light Battery RAA, which has
been under command of 5/6 RVR was re-assigned to the
newly raised 9 Regiment RAA which now commands all
Army Reserve Light Mortar Batteries in each state. So after
these various nips and tucks, the Battalion started-off the
year in a leaner state.
The change in tempo this year has been noticeable, as we
moved from “Reset” to “Readying” in the Force Generation
Cycle. After the annual induction weekend in February,
the first training weekend in March involved live-firing
F88 Steyr and F89 Minimi weapons, while in April we
conducted Static and Assault Grenade Ranges. In-between
those two activities, the unit was also participated in
Exercise Jacka Crawl, which was the first of three nine-day
exercises for all units in 4 and 9 Brigades to prepare for
the Reinforcing Battle Group Certification during Exercise
Talisman Sabre (Hamel) in mid-2019.
In the middle of the year, C Company ran a Stability
Operations weekend at RAAF Base Williams to emphasis
security maintenance amongst the civilian population in
an urban environment, which was support by 22 Engineer
Regiment; who provided Combat Engineer teams to
support building clearances and high-risk search to
the Infantry Platoons. The exercise was also supported
by personnel from other 4 Brigade units acting as role
players and civilians for the training serials. Other training
weekends during the year exercised the each of the
Company’s in Offensive and Defensive Operations.
During October, the second of three Reinforcing Battle
Group activities, Exercise Jacka Walk was conducted
at Puckapunyal, which included focus on a wide range
of training outcomes, from working with Bushmaster
PMVs operating both in recon role and providing mobility
support tasks for the Infantry Platoons’ patrolling
program. Further, live-fire F88 & F89 qualification ranges

and sneaker lanes were conducted in the first few days
for the whole 4/9 Brigade field element, which was the
responsibility of 5/6 RVR to conduct and was done-so
to great effect. As Platoons successfully completed the
Offensive/Defensive Operations phase, they progressed to
the Field-Firing live-fire component, where they completed
dry fire rehearsals, before conducting Section and Platoon
live-fire manoeuvre attacks, supported by Mortars from
2/10 LT BTY. While the Platoons were being tested in their
individual and group activities in the field, the Battle Group
Jacka Headquarters and Combat Team Headquarters also
practiced operational planning and command procedures
in a five-day Command Post Exercise, in preparation for
Certification mid-2019.

Minimi Gunner reloading while providing support onto the objective
as part of a Live Fire Attack Serial during
Exercise Jacka Walk at Puckapunyal

As part of the Offensive /Defensive Operations phase during Jacka Walk,
Platoons were assessed on their ability to successfully complete
all phases of a platoon attack, including a full re-organisation and
treating casualties as seen here, as well as processing PW’s
back to an MP detachment
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Filling-in between the weekend and block training,
we conducted additional non-continuous training in
Combat Shooting and Army Combative Program, which
replaces the earlier Military Self Defence training in
unarmed combat skills. These are all part of an Army wide
program to develop close-combat skills, behaviours and
appropriate mind-sets for all personnel in-preparation
for combat operations. A number of unit members have
also completed the Combat First Aid qualification course,
conducted by the Close Health Company at 4 CSSB, which
is again part of a program to ensure every Section has at
least one member with advanced first aid skills and Care of
the Battle Casualty technique exposure.
The Pipes and Drums again started the year supporting
Federation celebrations on the Australia Day weekend
at Corowa, New South Wales, with a slight lull until the
ANZAC day activities in April. Also, as a number of
members took part in the RVR Association attendance
at the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo, the BN Pipes and
Drums supported the preparations. We also provided four
members to the ADF Pipes and Drums at the Invictus

Games in September, and we were pleased to note that
LCPL Casey was selected as Drum Major. This year was
also the last of the centenary of WW1 activities and the
Pipes and Drums also supported a greater number of
Remembrance Day activities than usual.
The end of the year brings the end of a busy posting for
the Commanding Officer, LTCOL Jardine and we wish him
and his family all the best for his future posting back to
Canberra.
From the Commanding Officer and all ranks of ‘Melbournes
Own’ we wish all members of 4 SCOTS Highlanders and
affiliated units, Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New
Year!
‘Slainte’

Four members from 5/6 RVR Pipes and Drums participated in the ADF Pipes and Drums supporting the Invictus Games in Sydney,
including Side Drummer CPL James Maple seen here leading from the front during the opening ceremony.

42

THE HIGHLANDER

ALLIED & AFFILIATED UNITS

THE 16TH BATTALION - THE ROYAL WESTERN
AUSTRALIA REGIMENT
Colonel in Chief (RAINF): HM The Queen
Honoraray Colonel: His Excellency, The Honourable Kim
Beasley AM – Governor of Western Australia
Commanding Officer: Lieutenant Colonel Campbell
Waterman
Battalion Second in Command: Major James Kurz
Officer Commanding Bravo Coy: Major Lachlan Bromley
Officer Commanding Delta Coy: Major John Farr
Regimental Sergeant Major: WOC1 Carl Hemberg CSM
Battalion Website: www.army.gov.au
Editorial: Sergeant Stephen White

INTRODUCTION

During the March training weekend the Battalion deployed
down to Collie (3 hrs south of Perth) in the vicinity of the
Collie Dam and conducted a series of Section and Platoon
based exercises. The platoon worked in steep and close
country bush which proved challenging for those who had
not been to Collie before. As a point of historical note, the
country around Collie was used during the World War of
1939-45 as jungle training before troops were shipped off
the South West Pacific islands.
In early April, the Battalion saw it first female Platoon
Commander posted into a rifle company being allocated
to 4 Platoon, Bravo COY. LT Taylor Evans was warmly
welcomed and settled in quickly – the only great challenge
was to find a kilt to fit her!

G’day again from Perth, Western Australia to all our
Cameron, Highlander & Infantry brothers wherever in the
world (or trench/pit/sanger!) you may be!
Since we last went to print in 2017, the Battalion has gone
through the continual pace of change, leading right up to
the end of 2018.
The Battalion warmly welcomed new ARA cadre staff back
in January; namely OPSO, MAJ Michael Lange, RSM and
WO1 Carl Hemberg CSM and CPL Kelsey Brown.

THE YEAR OF 2018 IN BRIEF
The year has certainly busy with the first six months of the
calendar year in the ‘ready’ cycle of Plan Beersheba the
Battalion continued to train to ensure it continued to meet
its requirements. The 1st July and the Battalion moving
into the‘re-set’ phase did not bring any respite with a large
number of non-platform service requests (NPSR’s) being
received which certainly kept the tempo high.
The year also saw a large number of soldiers and officers
deployed either overseas to Iraq or Afghanistan or
closer to home as part of Transit Security Element (TSE)
based out of Darwin and working as part of a tri service
operations protecting the Australian northern maritime
border.
As an overview, training started out in February with
the usual weekend of meet and greet. A full weekend of
mandatory lessons & training to identify the “dos and
don’ts” along with a number of TWETs - Who doesn’t love
a TEWT…

ANZAC Day 2018 - 16th Battalion Colour Party marching past St Georges
Church Great War Memorial Hall

ANZAC Day with the Battalion was marked with all soldiers
of 16th Battalion commemorating the early morning
landing on Gallipoli. This commenced with the early
morning vigil along with other members of the Brigade
at Irwin Barracks; the Regiments Chaplains along are
commended on the fantastic and moving ceremony they
provided for all assembled. Afterwards, the Battalion along
with past members of the various ex-service regimental
associations joined together for the traditional Gunfire
Breakfast and extra strong ‘Coffee Royale’ to help keep out
the cold – defiantly not for the weak hearted…
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ANZAC Day 2018 - Battalion Colour Party and Bravo Company members
outside BHQ

ANZAC Day 2018 - Bravo Company with our new spats and SD Jackets looking sharp!

ANZAC DAy 2018 - CO 16th BN LTCOL Campbell Waterman leading the
push down St Georges Terrance, Perth
ANZAC Day 2018 - 16th Battalion Colour Party

44

The Battalion then uplifted to the Perth CBD marching
through the streets. After the march past and cheering
on the veterans (young and old) the day was concluded
with a fantastic lunch organised again by the PMC of the
Martin O’Meara’s VC Canteen, Corporal Ewen Mitchell and
his committee. He brought along and organised a few
‘refreshments’ to liven up the afternoon remembering past
deeds and playing the occasional game of that traditional
ANZAC game called two-up!
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The training aspects for both rifle companies’ within the
Battalion over the year have been hectic with both Bravo
COY and Delta COY alternating in conducting the monthly
weekend training; testing both the rifle platoons and the
respective company headquarters in command and control
and tactics.
In early July, the Battalion commemorated its Regimental
Day in conjunction with its ‘sister’ - 11/28th Battalion along
with ‘Old Boys’ of the RWAR Association at St Georges
Cathedral in Perth. The parade and church services was
well supported, with the biggest turn out in some years.
The pride of place were the sets of the two battalions
colours being march in, displayed and marched out
along with a ‘fire and brimstone’ sermon from the RWAR
Association chaplain!
RWAR Regimental Birthday - Marching in the Regiments Colours

The second half of the calendar year also saw Bravo and
Delta COY’s receiving reinforcements out of the Advance
Training Company (ATC) run out of WAUR. Bravo also
received its first female infantry solider – it was certainly a
year of firsts for Bravo!
With the moving into the reset phase, members of the
battalion along with support elements of 13th BDE
attended a 9 day block of training. Various courses were
run, in particular (and of great interest and very well

RWAR Regimental Birthday - Regiments Colours, Quater Guards and BHQ

Combat Shoot Course - Shooting thru the MILF Screen - Binboon

Combat Shooting Course - Shooting on the Move - Bindoon
RWAR Regimental Birthday - Inside St Georges Catherdral
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received) the new suite of Combat Shoot Courses (CSC)
that are required by all Infanteers. The courses certainly
provided a deal of challenges, especially to the ‘old guard’
- that said, the uptake of the new skill set was greatly
received with everybody wanting to do more advanced
shooting into the future.

Combat Shooting Course - PTE Duy Pham of B COY showing his war face!

Garden Island STABOPS weekend
Cpl Tasman Griffiths of Bravo Company getting his feet wet...

Combat Shooting Course - Shooting on the Move - Bindoon

June Weekend - Delta COY Staking In - Bindoon

Collie Training Weekend - Water Craft Taining for Insertion - Collie
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Combat Shooting Course using our new EF88’s!

Garden Island STABOPS weekend
Bravo Company approaching the beach at 0500hrs
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September saw the annual ‘Cameron Supper’, celebrating
our highland traditions and of course everything Scottish!
MAJ Lachlan Bromley arrived back in Perth two days beforehand from operations and successfully took up the position
of Dinning President with 174 members and guests sitting
down to a fantastic three course meal along with (of course)
the traditional Haggis at the Crown Casino, Perth. The guest
of honour for the evening was the commander of 13th BDE,
Brigadier Charles Moore accompanied by Mrs Moore.
The CO addressed the dinner thanking all concerned,
reading out a letter received from the CO, 4th Battalion
Royal Regiment of Scotland (The Highlanders) wishing all a
very happy and successful evening and hoping of a closer
association into the future between the two units.
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The address to the Haggis undertaken by the CSM, after
having been piped in by Pipe Major of Army Band Perth
Pipes and Drums, with the reminder of the night was
followed with music by a local and very talented Celtic
singer, Miss Jane Jackson (who hails from Glasgow). Bravo
COY was invited to the stage and gave a pretty fine (and
gutsy) rendition of “Flower of Scotland’ much to the dinner
guests delight. Thankfully they make far better Infanteers
and singers!
The evening also called for the annual auction and raffle
where all proceeds are used to maintain Bravo Company’s
highland traditions through the purchase of kilts, spats,
hose etc. since the withdrawal of all support from Defence.
Amount in excess of $11,500 was raised - All in all, a
fantastic night was had by all!

Cameron Supper - Bravo Company Lads scrubbed up for a change!

Cameron Supper - WO2 Stew Craig and WO2 Glenn Herbert

Cameron Supper - LTCOL Campbell Waterman and Mrs Joanne Waterman

Cameron Supper 2018 - Miss Jane Jackson
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Cameron Supper 2018 - Bravo Company about to burst in song
with ‘Flower of Scotland’

Cameron Supper 2018 - good times!!

The month of November saw the Battalion as part of the
BDE MILSKILLS challenge conduct is annual ‘Cameron
Cup’ section competition that dates back to 1989. The
‘Cup’ is highly prized with significant bragging rights
attached to it. Although 16 Battalion did not have a
winning BDE MILSKILLS team, we did have the next placed
top two. In the end, CPL Tasman Griffith’s section from
Bravo COY won the Cup – well done lads!
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November also saw the 100th anniversary of
Remembrance Day where the Battalion commemorated
its forbears who forged our history during the Great War
and World War. The Battalion had strong presence at Kings
Park in Perth, Joondalup and Kalgoorlie.
Lest We Forget.

13 BDE MILSKILLS Weekend - CPL Mitchell and section

Rememberance Day 2018 - SGT Nathan Webb laying a wreath at the
Kalamunda War Memorial

13 BDE MILSKILLS Weekend
CPL Tasman Griffiths and section at the PW Stand.jpg

Rememberance Day 2018 - State War Memorial Early Morning
(Looking East)
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We wish all these members many thanks for outstanding
efforts and best wishes for their futures.
Finally, the battalion will hold it promotions and award
evening on Tuesday, 4th December.
Bravo COY has large a number of promotions for well
deserving private soldiers to LCPL and CPL. LT Jarred
Lenegan will be promoted to CAPT and posted to the MSS
PL as its PLCMDR and SGT Stephen White promoted to
Warrant Officer Class 2, and posted to Bravo COY as its
new CSM.
Well, that’s it!
We look forward to giving all our fellow highland brethren
and fellow Infanteers further update in 2019.
The Commanding Officer, Officers, Warrant Officers,
SNCO’s and Soldiers of 16th Battalion, The Royal Western
Australia Regiment wish all a Merry and blessed Christmas,
good soldiering and a safe and prosperous 2019 to our
Highlander brothers wherever you are in the world.
VIGILANT!
Ar Dia, Australia, Is Ar Ban Righ!!
Rememberance Day 2018 - CO and RSM laying the BN wreath at the 2nd
16th Battalion memorial before the main service

2019 AND BEYOND!
The New Year will see the battalion hit the road at a
sprint with a large amount of training to be undertaken in
preparation for Hamel in 2020. With the re-raising of the
MSS PL under SPT COY and a number of promotions, in
addition to two periods of 9 day blocks all before June,
will certainly keep the Battalion up to the fold and keep
its members busy. The May 9 day block will be full of live
firing up to PL Level in conjunction with a wide range of
HE ranges. The second half of the year the 3rd 9 day block
will see a combat team from the Battalion deploy to the
field.

CONCLUSION
As the year draws to a close the Battalion readies for
summer stand-down period.
We farewell a number of the ARA cadre staff back to
the eastern states or ‘up north’ of the state; WO2 Glenn
Herbert heads home to 1st BN RAR, our RQMS WO2
Stewart Craig is off to the Pilbara Regiment (Karratha),
CAPT Ben Ward to Canberra and B COY’s TRGWO, SGT
Jason (Jake) Velschelden to 13th BDE HQ as its OPWO and
WO2 Rob Gasson to the 10/27th Battalion RSAR, where
he’ll get to wear a kilt again, albeit a different tartan!
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51 ACU SWAN REGIMENT DRUMS & PIPES
As a Cadet Unit within the Western Australian Brigade
the 51 ACU Swan Regiment Drums and Pipes primarily
supports all Cadet Units and all major Brigade activities.

1 drummer and 2 pipers have transferred over to the Drums
and Pipes, liking the idea of playing music as part of their
cadet life. A truly dedicated and talented group of players.

It is very active within the community providing support
when requested and is extremely active in supporting
many Service and ex-service mess Dining-in-Night’s.

Capt (AAC) Peter F Jones OAM
Officer Commanding / Music Direction
Irwin Barracks, Karrakatta WA 6010

The result of this support is that for this year the Drums
and Pipes will support 60 activities over the course of 2018
and is by far and away the most active Unit in the State.
The talent of its members is not only in Drumming and
Piping, which is of a high standard, but coupled with these
main elements it has amongst it ranks Buglers, Violinists,
Penny Whistlers, Highland Dancers and Singers, who all
contribute to making the variety of presentation far above
the average Pipe Band and in many ways this appeal
causes the high demand for its services. Currently the
compliment of the Unit totals 30 members and includes a
learners group.
During the Annual Field Exercises 18, one of the courses
provided was the Music Course and a number of cadets
took up the opportunity to learn an instrument during the
weeklong course. The outcome was outstanding for the
weeklong course and at the conclusion of the course

The Drums and Pipes marching along St Georges Terrace on Anzac Day
2018 Leading the WA Brigade Contingent and the 2/28th Bn
and 24th Anti Tank Company Association.

The 51 ACU Swan Regiment Drums and Pipes
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MUSEUM REPORTS

THE HIGHLANDERS MUSEUM
(QUEEN’S OWN HIGHLANDERS COLLECTION)
The Museum is well and truly embracing the digital age
with projects to enhance our digital presence and engage
with new audiences well underway.
We are currently in the process of updating our website
and hope to have the new site up and running in the
coming months. Whilst our current website is functional
it is in desperate need of a refresh. The Museum’s website
acts as our shop window to the world and it is imperative
that it remains engaging and functional. Please keep an
eye on social media for our launch date!

and reserve stored collection to ‘The Highland Warrior’
exhibition by Nomad Exhibitions. This exhibition will be
shown at the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa from 16th
May – 13th January 2019 and will chart the history of the
‘Highland Warrior’ using objects from social and military
history collections.

To complement our existing social media presence we
have recently launched our own You Tube Channel and
have joined Instagram. Our You Tube Channel features
videos showcasing some of our fascinating exhibits
and can be accessed via https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC240qzRKxnufQ_rbSIX8aHg . You’ll find us on
Instagram at highlanders.museum.

Our new mobile phone app is currently in the early
development stage and we are very much looking forward
to seeing the finished product. The app will be available
to download onto mobile phones and tablets and will
allow the user to be transported back in time to see how a
specific artefact may have been used.

CURATORIAL
It’s been a busy year for us at The Highlanders Museum
partnership wise! In November 2017 we were awarded
Recognised Collections status along with the 10 other
museums that make up the Association of Scottish Military
Museums (check out the Facebook page!). This means
that we can apply for special funding for joint projects,
exhibitions and events. It also means that Scotland’s
military heritage is officially recognised.
In addition to that sector wide partnership we have been
invited to loan a host of objects from our permanent

We will also be sending a copy Queen Victoria’s Highland
Journal ‘More Leaves’ that was presented to the Sergeant’s
Mess of the 1st Battalion Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders in 1881 for a temporary exhibition at The
National Museum of Scotland. The exhibition, ‘Wild and
Majestic: Romantic visions of Scotland’ will run from 29
June – 10 November 2019.
Taking part in these exhibitions is not only a great way
for us to connect with other national and international
museums, but it is also a good way for our objects to be
even more accessible to a wider audience – meaning that
more people can learn about the Highland regiments we
represent – including 4SCOTS!
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In early July Dr Nicole Hartwell from National Museums
Scotland visited the Highlanders Museum (Queen’s Own
Highlanders Collection) to undertake research for the Arts
and Humanities Research Council funded project ‘Baggage
and Belonging: Military Collections and the British Empire’.
Nicole spent two days working with the Curator of the
museum, Ann-Marie Peckham, closely examining objects
in the museum’s collections that were acquired during
campaigns in Africa and India by the Seaforth Highlanders
and the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. On the
second day of the research trip they uncovered fascinating
objects in the museum’s stores, including a leather-bound
Book of Common Prayer said to have been found in the
Bibighar at Cawnpore (now, Kanpur) on 17 July 1857 by
Sergeant-Major John Pocock (78th Highlanders) during
the Indian Mutiny/Rebellion of 1857-1858, and a striking
Sudanese powder horn taken by the Seaforth Highlanders
during the Mahdist War (1881-1899) in Sudan, North Africa.

Nadine Muller is an expert in the histories of widowhood
in Britain, and Angela Smith has particular expertise in
widows of the First World War. Mary Moreland represents
the War Widows Association, a political pressure group
that works to improve the lives of war widows and their
families. A war widow herself, Mary also has extensive
personal experience in what it is like to be a war widow
today.

THE HIGHLANDERS MUSEUM
(QUEEN’S OWN HIGHLANDERS COLLECTION)

Projects such as this not only allow for partnerships with
other museums or academic institutions but can provide
additional knowledge of the collection.

We sometimes imagine war widows to be elderly women
who lost their husbands as a result of active combat in the
Second World War, surrounded and supported by family,
friends, the armed forces, and the state. While this applies
to some women, it by no means describes the majority of
Britain’s 18,950 war widows.
This event explored the circumstances war widows face
and shed light on the range of practical, psychological,
economic, and social challenges they encounter on a daily
basis. For further details about the project and events visit:
www.warwidowsstories.org.uk

Dr Nadine Muller, Senior Lecturer in English Literature & Cultural History
(Liverpool John Moores University

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH - WAR’S
FORGOTTEN WOMEN EVENT
On 20th July 2018 we were absolutely delighted to host an
event to raise awareness of the history of war widowhood
in the UK. We brought together war widows and historians
to reveal the life stories of war’s forgotten women as part
of the War Widows’ Stories project.
Dr Nadine Muller, Senior Lecturer in English Literature
& Cultural History (Liverpool John Moores University,
Professor Angela Smith (Sunderland University), and Mary
Moreland (Chair, War Widows’ Association of Great Britain)
discussed the experiences of war widows past and present,
from the nineteenth century through to the present day,
through historical artefacts and first-hand experience.
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The Medal Carousel and Touch Screen Medal Finder with Volunteers
L to R: Ernie Pope, Peter Finalyson, Jimmy Mutch and Bob Towns

THE HIGHLANDER

FRONT OF HOUSE
Once you enter the Museum you are met by the Joseph
Gray painting of The 6th Battalion, The Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders at the battle of Loos – 26th Sept
1915, Lieutenant Colonel A.F. Douglas Hamilton who was
awarded a Posthumous VC; opposite the painting is a
collection of swords from all over the world.

MUSEUM REPORTS

Seaforth being the first Highland battalions to enter the
town. The 51st Highland Division then took part in the
attack on the German positions holding Le Harve, the 5th
Camerons and 5th Seaforth breaching the minefield for the
division attack.

There has been lots going on at Front of House, joinery
work, painting and rearranging of artefacts. The Nick
Ridley Room now has the ‘New’ Medal Carousel and medal
finder, Short film, weapon display, hot and cold drinks and
a display of military retail for sale.
The new Bi-Fold front doors are to be installed on 13/14th
December which will make a great improvement to the
Front of House for the visitors. You can find our online
shop on our website www.thehighlandersmuseum.com to
purchase a wide range of goods.

BATTLEFIELD TOUR SEPTEMBER 2017
Our Battlefield Tour has now taken place and proved to be
a tremendous success. A total of 12 members of staff and
volunteers joined the tour which took in Arras, Cambria,
the Somme and Passchendaele. It was a very enjoyable
experience balanced with the respect that would be
expected from such a trip. The Volunteers joined members
of the Queens Own Highlanders Association from the
Inverness Area, Edinburgh, NI and Jersey. With the success
of this Battlefield Tour consideration to follow on with
another one may be a topic for some time in the future.

Pipers of the 5th Battalion The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders
play at St Valery after its recapture by the 51st Highland Division in
September 1944

THE ARCHIVE
One of the great joys of working with the archive is finding
things that we didn’t know were there. One such item is
this stunning photograph from the 1850s of the harbour at
Balaclava. The Battle of Balaclava, on the 25th of October
1854, was part of the Anglo-French-Turkish Campaign in
the Crimea to capture the port and Fortress of Sevastopol
which was the principal Russian Naval Base on the Black
Sea. This image is likely to be a Calotype. This process was
patented in 1841 where good quality paper was coated
with light sensitive silver compounds before being placed
in the camera, the latent image then being developed with
gallo-nitrate of silver. This photograph is part of a group
of items, including 12 other photographs from the Crimean
War, relating to Colonel Edward W Cumming of the 79th
Highlanders. The 79th Highlanders became the Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders in 1881.

Back Row L to R Roddy Wood, Dave Chapman,
Front Row L to R Bobby Costello, Roz Shand, Ann Vincent, Jimmy Mutch,
Sheila Bailey, John Bailey, Edward Andrews, Shirley Towns, Bob Towns, Terry
MacQueen. Absent on Parade Bob Shanks

CAMERONS IN NORMANDY 1944
The 5th Camerons landed at Courseulles in Normandy on
‘D + 1’, 7th June 1944 and moved into the Orne bridgehead.
The battalion had seven weeks of intensive fighting against
strong German counter-attacks until the break out from
Caen. In Operation ‘Totalise’ on the 7th/8th August the 5th
Camerons advanced down the axis of the Falaise road to
capture the village of Lorquichon and to occupy Poussy.
On 2nd September 1944 the 51st Highland Division
liberated St Valery-en-Caux, the 5th Camerons and 5th

The Harbour at Balaclava 1854
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THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS MUSEUM
The Gordon Highlanders Museum has had a busy 2018 with
a few major projects stealing the ‘limelight’ this year.

One of the most poignant yet simple aspects of the
exhibition was the ‘Remembrance Wall’ upon which were
almost 100 images of memorials to the Soldiers of the
Great War across the North East. These images were both
powerful and emotive and showed just how far reaching
the loss of the soldiers across the Gordon Highlanders
Recruitment area was.

Memorial Wall 2018

EXHIBITION- “2018 - THE END?”
Our exhibition this year was based around the centenary
of the end of the First World War and the theme of
Remembrance.
World War 1 had a huge impact on the people and
communities of North East Scotland. Over 50,000 men
passed through The Gordon Highlanders ranks between
1914-1918, with 29,000 casualties & 9,000 fatalities
resulting; the Gordon Highlanders suffered more deaths
than any other Highland regiment. A whole generation of
men didn’t come home which had a massive impact across
the region, especially in the smaller communities such as
the Cabrach (Dufftown - Huntly area) where the lack of
men caused major problems which continue to this day in
the farming and agricultural industries.
“2018 – The End” sought to show how the people across
the North East of Scotland remembered those who did
not return, but also about how, for those who did return, it
wasn’t necessarily ‘the end’ of the war for them.
Experiencing the horrors of war, seeing comrade’s fall by
their side and trying to deal with these memories often
saw returning soldiers experience what we now know as
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) so the war never
truly ended for these men or the families who also had to
deal with it.
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Trench overview in the grounds of St Luke’s

WW1 REPLICA TRENCH
The stand out project of this year was by far and away
the construction of our brand new permanent exhibit, the
WW1 replica Trench within the grounds of the Museum.
We currently live in an era where there is nobody still alive
to talk about the First World War, their experiences and the
impact it had first hand, so the Museum has a responsibility
to ensure it can offer as close a link and understanding to
visitors about this period as possible.
To this end the trench project aims to bring alive in a
much more tangible and physical way the impact of war,
the soldiers’ experiences of trench warfare and how this
affected them after their return, how the war affected
communities across the North East of Scotland and it will
offer visitors opportunities to reflect on how their own
families may have been affected.
The trench’s construction was finished in time to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Armistice and
will now be ‘dressed’ ready to show visitors around from
Tuesday 5th February 2019.

THE HIGHLANDER

Moffat Trench
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RAP

The Gordon Alley

We are also very much looking forward to using the Trench
as part of our ongoing Schools Programme and hope that
this will attract more and more school children to visit
the Museum and understand some of the sacrifices their
ancestors would have given to ensure their freedom and
way of life today.

Trench Dunny
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ORGANISATIONAL REVIEW

THE YEAR AHEAD?

Following the collapse of the oil price and subsequent
downturn across Aberdeen, we recognised that the
Museum needed to ensure its future sustainability and to
do so with less reliance upon the oil industry.

The Museum has already seen some positive commercial
growth now that there seems to be more confidence in the
oil industry and we certainly hope for this to continue and
to develop it further in the New Year and beyond.

Over the past 18 months, we have been working on
restructuring, introducing new processes and identifying
new avenues of commercial income to support our future.
This is still an ongoing area of work but one that is nearing
completion.

Our fundraising will continue apace to support the
Museums work especially for the areas of Education,
Volunteering and our exhibitions.

We have developed a new set of Mission, Vision and Values
to underpin everything we do in the Museum and will be
starting to develop our new Forward Plan early in the new
year to strengthen our desire to be more self-sustainable,
renew our direction and focus and allow us to continue to
preserve the legacy of the Gordon Highlanders Regiment
for many years to come.

FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN
One of the high points in our fundraising calendar was
without a doubt the Centenary Dinner held at The Marcliffe
Hotel on Saturday 10th November 2018, in aid of the
Museums Fundraising Campaign.
A superb evening was had by all with over £52k raised
through the auction, raffle and ticket sales. The well-known
Scottish entertainer Robert Lovie was MC for the evening
with entertainment from the Aberdeen Opera Company,
Jim Brown, and Raemond Jappy. Lieutenant General Sir
Peter Graham was also in attendance and regaled the
room with his ‘Memories of World War One’.
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We will be telling the story of ‘National Service’ in our new
2019 exhibition.
And of course, we are all very much looking forward to
opening up our brand new WW1 trench exhibition for our
visitors and schools to see.

THE HIGHLANDER

REGIMENTAL DIRECTORY

REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATIONS DIRECTORY
QO HLDRS/SEAFORTH/
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Peterkin CB OBE
Chairman:
Lt Col J Murray DL
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Col MH White
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Chairman:
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NAIRN BRANCH
Chairman:
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Lt Col R Towns MBE
Capt E Munro
Tel: 01309 673284

NOTTS BRANCH
Chairman:
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Tel: 01246 826408
Mr R Everill
Tel: 01159 459686
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Chairman:

Secretary:

Mr R Shanks
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Mrs S Shepherd
Tel: 01349 863805
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Lt Col G Latham
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Secretary:

Lt Col RJ Towns MBE
Tel: 01667 452156
Mr D Terron
Tel: 07775 439505
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PM G Neish
E: george.neish@mypostoffice.co.uk
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Chairman:

Mr J MacPhie
Tel: 07771 718591
E: jsmacphie@outlook.com

CHESTER BRANCH

SOUTHERN BRANCH

Chairman:

ASSOCIATION PIPE BAND

NOTTINGHAM BRANCH

Chairman
& Secretary:
Chairman:

Secretary:

Mr DE Loftus
Tel: 020 8898 5509
Lt Col CE
Gilmour MBE DL
Tel: 01549 441374
Maj A Rose
Tel: 01667 493683

GORDON HIGHLANDERS
Chairman:
Maj M Ross
E: malcolmandmaureen@live.co.uk
Hon Sec
Maj GA Irvine-Fortecue
& Treasurer:
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Aberdeen
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E: ghregtsec@googlemail.com

ABERDEEN BRANCH
Chairman:

Mr N Fraser
Tel: 01358 724591
Secretary:
Maj Bob Donald TD
Tel: 07886 647942
E: redonald42@hotmail.com

EDINBURGH BRANCH
Chairman:

Capt B Taylor
Tel: 0131 672 2607
E: william.taylor85@btinternet.com
Mr Davie Watt
Secretary:
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Chairman:
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Chairman:

Maj (Retd) R Boardman TD
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Secretary:
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Tel: 07882 214992
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Tel: 01463 831418
Secretary:
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THE QUEEN’S OWN HIGHLANDERS (SEAFORTH & CAMERONS)
EDINBURGH BRANCH
The Edinburgh Branch currently has 100 paid up members
and holds regular functions throughout the year.
The following are the main events organised by the Branch
since the last edition of The Highlander Magazine and are
reported in chronological order:

COMMEMORATION OF THE LIFE OF JAMES
HESKETH - 10TH DECEMBER 2017
As many members of the regiment were unable to attend
the funeral of James Hesketh some 44 years ago due to
operational commitments at the time, it was agreed at the
2017 Branch AGM to hold a small commemoration service
on the anniversary of his death at his graveside at Old
Dalnottar Cemetery, Clydebank.
A small ceremony was therefore held on the at which
stories were told about him by Jimmy Gammie and Eddie
Maley, Donnie Kelly read out Binyons Lines, George Givens
recited the Kohima Address, Stephen Byers Psalm 23,
and Danny Carruthers gave the Regimental Collect. We
were lucky to have Walter Williamson present to play the
Lament and Tommy Graham, the Last Post.

CHRISTMAS DANCE – SATURDAY 16TH
DECEMBER 2017
It was a great turnout at the Christmas dance – the
function room at Leith Ex-Servicemen’s Club was filled
to capacity and everyone was ready to party. A special
welcome was made at the beginning of the night to those
who had travelled some distance – namely, Ben Higgins
from Northern Ireland, Eric and Mary McDonald from
Inverness, Rab & Eleanor Wallace from darkest Fife, and
Stephen Anderson from Wales.
Margaret Munro was congratulated on her recent
donations to the Army Personnel Recovery Centre in
Gilmerton (£1300.00) and to the Lothian Veterans Centre
(£1000.00) – All made from the profits from the sale of
her home-made tablet. It was rumoured however, that the
British Dental Association have now put a hit out on her!
The entertainment for the night was provided by Bonnie
MacCallum – an excellent singer recommended by Alex
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Sinclair – and quite rightly so! She had an excellent voice
and knew all the appropriate songs to get everyone onto
the dance floor. She even had Doris Anderson leading the
way half way through the night – doing a line dance of
course!
Everyone was smartly turned out, especially Danny
Carruthers, Norman Robertson, and Eddie Maley in their
new three piece suits! There was a rumour going around
that there must have been a fire sale down at Slaters
Menswear!
A big thank you was made to all those members who had
donated prizes – yet again another bumper raffle was
drawn, with many prizes being distributed around the
room!

BRANCH AMALGAMATION DINNER REPORT SATURDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2018
The Amalgamation Dinner was a huge success, with 79
people sitting down to a great meal produced by Andy
Henderson, a former ACC/RLC chef and owner of Bistro
52 in Uphall. The venue was the Prison Officers Social
Club, situated very close to Tynecastle Football Stadium in
McLeod Street.
Andy did us proud, producing an excellent three course
meal followed by tea and coffee.
Our guest speaker for the night was Angus Smith,
the Battalion’s Padre in the early seventies. Angus still
remembered many of the Battalion characters from his
time with the regiment and gave a very entertaining talk,
followed by a toast to the Queen’s Own Highlanders.
Charlie Millar was unfortunately suffering from a sore
throat and therefore Dougie Shepherd stepped up to the
mark to give the toast to the soldiers of 4 SCOTS (The
Highlanders)
The Edinburgh Academy Mini Pipe band entertained us to
a set especially selected by their Pipe Major, Michael Gray,
followed by a Branch favourite singer, Robbie Carran. The
place was absolutely bouncing and there was a fantastic
atmosphere - this can only be credited to all who were
there that night!

THE HIGHLANDER

LEGION OF HONOUR PRESENTATION - 2ND
MAY 2018
Members of the Edinburgh Branch were on hand to
congratulate Mr Duncan Foster, a sprightly ninety five
year old veteran of the Normandy Landings, on the
presentation of the Legion of Honour in Kinross. The
French Consul General in Edinburgh, Monsieur Emmanuel
Cocher, presented the medal and present were George
Givens, Charlie Millar, Eddie Maley, Jimmy Sherry, and Piper
Jim Elliot all of the Edinburgh Branch.
Mr Foster landed in Normandy with the 5th Cameron’s
on the day after D Day, going on to see service from St
Honorine in Normandy, to Eindhoven in Holland, and then
on to the crossing of the Rhine and the charge across
Germany, finishing at Cuxhaven and a Victory parade at
Bremerhaven. He was shot and wounded by a passing
enemy aircraft but went on to serve in the British Army of
the Rhine from 1945 – 1947.
Accompanying Mr Foster at the investiture was his wife
of sixty two years – Mrs Sally Foster and four of their five
children.

REGIMENTAL MEMORIAL – 15/17TH JUNE 2018
The unveiling of the memorial to the Queen’s Own
Highlanders at the National Memorial Arboretum on the
16th June 2018 went exceedingly well. There were over two
hundred and fifty attendees on parade – many arriving on
coaches from the Highlands and Edinburgh, and others
travelling under their own stream from numerous parts the
UK. As the majority stayed in the Premier Inn in Burton on
Trent it was an ideal opportunity to get together and swap
war stories.
On the day of the unveiling, a large contingent of blue
hackles fell in under the command of Robbie McIntosh
and marched to the site of the new memorial to the sound
of three pipers playing some very familiar regimental
tunes (courtesy of Colin Hughes, Jim Ellliot, and Richard
Simpson). Once formed up around the veiled statue, a
short service was conducted by former Battalion Padre,
Ivan Warwick: Readings were given by George Givens and
Ritchie Turner: Bob Towns read out the names inscribed
on the Regimental Roll of Honour, and James Murray gave
a short address, before Anne Blair, the widow of Colonel
David Blair, unveiled a bronze statue of a Jock wearing
Northern Ireland patrol equipment.
The regiment now has our very own memorial within the
grounds of the National Memorial Arboretum, a place
where members of the regiment and their relatives can go
to reflect on the many tears of service given to the nation
by the Queen’s Own Highlanders, and in to particular
remember those comrades who made the ultimate
sacrifice.
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It was gratifying to hear of a comment by one of the staff
of the Arboretum that our commemoration was the best
they had ever seen!

REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION AGM - FRIDAY
22ND JUNE 2018
The Association Annual General Meeting took take place at
Fort George and George Givens, Danny Carruthers, Eddie
Maley, Dougie Shepherd and Col Mike White attended from
the Branch.
The main points discussed that were of interest were:
•
The plans for the unveiling of the second planned
memorial to the Queen’s Own Highlanders were
discussed. The proposed site in Inverness was now
going to be on Bank Street instead of in Cavell
Gardens and means that the new memorial will be in
a much more prominent position next to the river and
closer to the centre of town. It was thought the likely
unveiling date would be during the summer of 2019
and it was planned that the statue would be a Jock in
old style Number 1A Dress - the statue itself being over
six foot high on a four foot plinth. More details will be
given in the New Year
There was also a proposal by Ben Higgins to hold two
•
commemorative services in Northern Ireland in late
2019 to commemorate the anniversaries of Warren
Point and Op Banner 50. The Regimental Trustees
agreed to provide funds to help run coaches from
Inverness and Edinburgh over to Northern Ireland. The
plans were still very much in the early stages and more
information will follow in due course

SUMMER DANCE – SAT 23RD JUNE 2018
The Branch Summer Dance was held at Leith ExServicemen’s Club and the artist performing for us on the
evening was Bonnie MacCallum, a firm favourite of the
branch.
Although the numbers were down on our usual attendance
due to some members being on holiday, and of course a
big attendance at the National Arboretum the previous
week-end, everyone at the dance thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. As the saying goes, it wasn’t the quantity,
but the quality that counted! A special mention should go
to Donny MacLeod from the Western Isles Branch, who
dropped in to visit us for the night.
Leith Ex-Servicemen’s Club provided their usual excellent
buffet, and despite the lower attendance, the prizes for
the raffle were plentiful - thanks to our very generous
members.
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ARMED FORCES DAY 2018 – SATURDAY 30TH
JUNE 2018
Armed Forces Day in Edinburgh was yet another success
for the Branch. Yet again we produced the second largest
veteran contingent on parade - after the local regiment –
The Royal Scots.
The parade route has continued to improve over the
years and hopefully the 2018 route will remain the route
of choice in the future, as it provided a good forming up
point in Charlotte Square (a stone’s throw away from the
Alexander Graham Bell pub!) and a flat, clear route along
George Street. After marching off along a crowded George
Street the parade gave an eyes right to the Lord Provost
at Castle Street and ended up in St Andrew Square, where
suitable refreshment tents and stands were laid on and
where each veteran received a free beer (or two)!
The weather was very kind to us and there was a real
feeling of camaraderie at the end, with much banter going
on between the various regiments and services. The large
turnout of marchers and spectators went to show how
important our Armed Forces are to the nation.

There being no other business to discuss, the Meeting
closed at 13.40 hours and members went downstairs to
join the families for a very good Curry Lunch laid on by the
Club.

REMEMBRANCE PARADES – NOVEMBER 2018
As usual there was a good turnout of blue hackles at
the opening of the Garden of Remembrance in Princes
Street Gardens on the 29th October, the Scottish National
Remembrance Service and the Armistice Day Service on
the 11th November. The Branch Standard was on parade
and wreaths were laid for the Seaforth Highlanders, the
Cameron Highlanders, and the Queen’s Own Highlanders.
After the Service of Remembrance, many of our members
went up to the Scottish National War Memorial to take part
in a service to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
Armistice in November 1918.
Leith Ex-Servicemen’s Club was absolutely bouncing after
these parades as many of our members and other veterans
crowded in for refreshments, banter, and music.

BRANCH AGM - 22ND OCTOBER 2018

CONGRATULATIONS

The meeting opened with a minutes silence to remember
those members of the Regimental Family who had sadly
passed away over the previous year. There were 23
members present and 10 apologies received.

There must have been something about in the air during
2018! Mick Kelly married Kathryn in March, George
Givens married Lynda, and Billy Fraser married Helen!
Congratulations to all three couples and best wishes to
them all for a very happy future together.

George Givens, the Branch Chairman gave a report about
Branch activities over the previous year, the arrangements
for the forthcoming Remembrance Parades, and a forecast
of events. He went on to report that the venue for the
Amalgamation Dinner would change in 2019 to Bainfield
Bowling Club in Edinburgh. The venue had been recced by
Danny Carruthers, Eddie Maley, and George Givens, who
thought it fitted our needs.
The Committee all volunteered to remain in their present
roles. George Givens had previously announced at the
beginning of the year that he had been asked to take over
as Chairman SSAFA Fife and therefore have a more active
part in SSAFA Fife. As this would take up more of his
time he therefore sadly decided to stand down as Branch
Chairman after 18 years in the role.
After a unanimous vote, Eddie Maley was invited to take
over the role of the new Chairman of the branch. Eddie
was congratulated on his new appointment and wished the
best of luck.
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If any member of the Regimental Family reading this article
is interested in becoming a member of the Edinburgh
Branch then please contact our Branch Secretary,
Danny Carruthers, on 01506 829766 or email him on
d.carruthers3921@hotmail.co.uk
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David MacIntosh, Bobby Costello and Ricky Griffiths

George Givens, Peter Toole and Norman Gillies (son of Alasdair Gillies

Norman Robertson, Ian Forsyth and Danny Carruthers

Peter Toole, Ricky Griffiths with Dick and Sharon Barker

EDINBURGH BRANCH - LEGION OF HONOUR
– DUNCAN FOSTER
The Legion of Honour was conferred on Mr Duncan
Foster, a sprightly ninety five year old veteran of the
Normandy Landings on the 2nd May 2018 by the French
Consul General in Edinburgh, Monsieur Emmanuel Cocher.
Officiating at the ceremony in Kinross was Lieutenant
Colonel Andy Middlemass, Deputy Lieutenant of Perth and
Kinross, and a former Kings Own Scottish Borderer.
Members of the Regimental Association of the Queen’s
Own Highlanders were also on hand to congratulate Mr
Foster – namely George Givens, Charlie Millar, Eddie Maley,
Jimmy Sherry, and Piper Jim Elliot.

Mr Foster was born in Glasgow in 1925 and moved to
Perth when his father became the Station Master at Perth
Railway Station. Whilst there he joined the Railway Home
Guard and eventually enlisted into the then Territorial Army
to became a Queen’ Own Cameron Highlander. After basic
training, he was sent to the South of England to prepare
for the D-Day Landings in June 1944.
He landed in Normandy with the 5th Cameron’s on
the day after D Day, going on to see service from St
Honorine in Normandy, to Eindhoven in Holland, and then
on to the crossing of the Rhine and the charge across
Germany, finishing at Cuxhaven and a Victory parade at
Bremerhaven. He was shot and wounded by a passing
German aircraft but went on serve in the British Army of
the Rhine from 1945 – 1947.
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the time also made it impossible for the 2nd Seaforth to
advance south to Demouville.
The 5th Cameron’s were therefore put into a defensive
position at Longueval, with the 5th Seaforth’s filling the gap
between them and the 2nd Seaforth.
On the 22nd June 1944, the 5th Cameron’s were sent back
to have another crack at St Honorine. This time there was
no artillery support, but tanks were made available to assist
in the attack.
By half past eight in the morning, the Cameron’s were well
and truly into the village, and by ten o’clock, the mopping
up operation was practically completed.

Jim Elliot with Duncan Foster who asked ‘Do you know March of the
Cameron Men son

After leaving the Army, he trained as an optician in
Dundee and moved to Ireland, where he had a number of
successful practices, both in the North and South.
While living in Donegal he was very active on several local
civic committees and served as an officer for The Royal
British Legion.

The Cameron’s however, had to withstand several very
vicious counter-attacks, but held their positions until
relieved that night, when they went back to Herouvillette.
Two months later in August 1944, the 5th Cameron’s were
to take part in the breakout, and the Battle of the Falaise
Gap.
On the 1st September they relieved St Valery where the
Division had had to surrender in 1940.
Christmas 1944 was spent fighting in the Ardennes in subzero conditions to counter the enemy offensive known as
the Battle of the Bulge.

After retirement in 1989 he relocated back to Scotland,
where he continued to work into his eighties as a locum
optician.

The 5th Cameron’s were then to be part of the 51st
Highland Division that spearheaded the crossing of the
Rhine in March 1945. They continued to be involved in
fighting right up to the German surrender on the 5th May
later that year. ”

The following short passage was read out to set the scene
by Major George Givens of the Edinburgh Branch of the
Queen’s Own Highlanders Regimental Association:

Accompanying Mr Foster at the investiture was his wife
of sixty two years – Mrs Sally Foster and four of their five
children.

“The 5th Battalion of the Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders were part of the 51st Highland Division that
landed in Normandy in June 1944, the day after D Day.
They were to spend some very unpleasant months in
Normandy and were to experience some quite nasty
knocks, for it was in that area that enemy forces were to
resist most determinedly, and were to counter-attack very
strongly.
Shortly after landing on the Normandy beaches, the 5th
Cameron’s were given the task of capturing the village
of St Honorine, whilst the 2nd Battalion the Seaforth
Highlanders were to take Demouville.
The initial attack by the Cameron’s on the 13th June 1944
did not wholly succeed because of very heavy artillery fire
and a counter attack by enemy troops, supported by tanks.
The tremendous concentration of enemy artillery fire at

62

George Givens, Jimmy Sherry, Eddie Maley and Charlie Millar congratulate
Duncan Foster on the award of the Légion d’honneur
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HIGHLAND BRANCH
Chairman & Treasurer: Lt Col (Retd) RJ Towns MBE
Vice Chairman: Ronnie Sinclair
Secretary: David Terron
Committee Members: Peter Finlayson, Maj David Grant,
John Yarrick, Jimmy Mutch, Robbie Mackintosh, John
Johnston

CHRISTMAS DANCE - FORRES
2ND DECEMBER 2017
To end the calendar year a very enjoyable evening was
held in the Masonic Hall in Forres with fifty-six in total in
attendance. Committee member Peter Finlayson carried
out the necessary ground work and hands on preparation
to ensure a successful outcome. The Chairman welcomed
all present including the Association President and the
Association Chairman. He highlighted the Unveiling of
the Queen’s Own Highlanders Statue at the National
Arboretum on the 16th of June 2018 and the need for
those planning to attend to get their names on the list
now. This was followed by a period of silence as we
remembered “Absent Friends”.
A fine meal with wine followed by tea or coffee was
prepared and served by Angela of Chimes Restaurant in
Forres. Dancing to the excellent Dunphail Ceilidh Band
ensured a fairly full dance floor throughout the evening.
We had a break for the Raffle, thank you to all who
donated prizes. Tickets were sold by Shirley Towns and
Helen Carr with Peter Finlayson, John Yarrick and Ian
Linden conducting the raffle and presenting prizes to
the lucky winners. By coincidence, David Chapman after
his recent escapades on the notorious Tomintoul Road
won the free Skid Car lessons at the Moray Academy of
Transport. Thank you to Billy MacLennan for that prize and
also for the free minibus from Elgin.

AMALGAMATION DINNER - FORT GEORGE
FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2018
Highland Branch Amalgamation Dinner last night a couple
of days after the 57th Anniversary was a great success.
Courtesy of the Regimental Sergeant Major of the Black
Watch 3 SCOTS we again benefitted from the use of
his Mess at Fort George. In the end, 77 attended. We
started by passing on our thoughts to those currently
experiencing illness or sad times. After Robbie Mackintosh
read out the names of Absent Friends, a period of silence
was observed. Special mention was made of Ewan Venters
and the fine Regimental Family response to the recent
request for assistance. His close friend AB Mackintosh was
in attendance. We enjoyed an excellent meal prepared
by Catering Warrant Officer Ray Judd and his chefs. As
always Kim Anderson the Mess Manageress and her team
looked after us extremely well.

Our Pipers on the night were Association Pipe Major
John MacDonald, Jim Stout, DJ MacIntyre and Richard
Anderson. Can’t get much better, and we enjoyed a set at
the table and a further set upstairs in the bar.
At the Table Set:
March: The Conundrum
Slow Air: An Ealla Bhan (The White Swan)
Strathspey: Cabarfeidh
Reel: Kalabakan
March: Pibroch of Donald Dubh
In the Bar Set:
March: The Cameron Quickstep
Slow Air: The Hills of Kintail
Hornpipe: The Wee Man From Skye
Jig: Kenny Gillies of Portnalong
Our Guest Speaker/Chief Guest was Walter (Wally)
Walker of B Coy, 74-78, gravel belly and Battalion Sports
Champion fame. Wally talked about his time in the Army,
his fine business career and his family in splendid fashion
and this was much enjoyed by all in attendance. After
Wally had entertained us we retired upstairs where Peter
Finlayson, Robbie Mackintosh, JJ Johnston and others
saw us through a lengthy raffle. Thank you, to Garnet Main
for the star prize of a night in a fine hotel. The following
who were serving at the time of the amalgamation were
in attendance, Graham (Bruno) Brown, Bill Russell, Peter
Finlayson, Peter White, Jimmy Mutch, Ronnie Sinclair and
George Fraser.

BRANCH AGM - NAIRN 22ND MARCH 2018
This was held in Nairn Legion and the all appointment
holders agreed to stay in post. The membership at the time
of the meeting stood at 170.

BRANCH LUNCH - NAIRN LEGION
1ST JULY 2018
Excellent Sunday spent at the Legion in Nairn for Highland
Branch Lunch. After a period of silence to remember
absent friends and those currently unwell ninety plus
members and friends enjoyed an excellent lunch prepared
and served by Angela and her team from Chimes in Forres.
A slideshow of photographs taken at the Arboretum was
shown during lunch courtesy of Seoras. Sandy Finnie
joined us to watch the Association Pipes and Drums
and had the honour of being piped into the hall led by
Jim Stout playing Cameron Men. After the meal, we all
ventured outside and enjoyed a fine display by the Pipes
and Drums led by PM John MacDonald.
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GRAVESIDE VISITS
Nairn Legion Members have, during the 100th Anniversary
Period of the Great War attended the gravesides of
those buried locally in Commonwealth War Graves on
the hundred anniversaries of their deaths. A total of
twenty visits have been conducted in all, and Highland
Branch Members have attended those with Regimental
connections. A short service was conducted and respects
paid at each graveside at 1100hrs on the appropriate day.

QOHldrs Highland Branch Lunch - Pipe Band

QOHldrs Highland Branch Lunch

QOHldrs Highland Branch Lunch - Sandy Finnie Piped in by Jim Stout

We returned to our tables allowing John Yarrick and
Peter Finlayson to conduct the raffle draw. This was
John MacDonald’s final event as Association Pipe Major
before handing over to Jim Stout and he was presented
with a bottle of Scapa Whisky with the grateful thanks of
Highland Branch for all his support during his time as Pipe
Major. He will continue to support the Band as a Piper.
Thank you to all at Nairn Legion for their help with this
function and thank you, the members all for your support
especially the far-travelled.
QOHldrs Highland Branch - Graveside Visit -WM Mackenzie
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Rk

Surname

Init

Age

Date of Death

Service/Unit

Cemetery

Pte

Fraser

W

17

22/08/1915

Cameron Highlanders

Auldearn

Pte

Anderson

JJ

23

29/02/1916

Cameron Highlanders

Auldearn

Pte

McBean

W

36

18/12/1916

Seaforth Highlanders

Auldearn

Major

MacAndrew

JM

60

11/10/1917

Seaforth Highlanders

Nairn

Cpl

FRASER

D

69

08/03/1918

Seaforth Highlanders

Nairn

LCpl

McBEAN

W

30

01/04/1918

Seaforth Highlanders

Nairn

Pte

MacKenzie

W

18

17/11/1918

Seaforth Highlanders

Auldearn

Ellen

Ian

CHRISTMAS DANCE - LEGION NAIRN
1ST DECEMBER 2018
A total of sixty members and partners attended the
Christmas function in the Nairn Legion. The Association
Chairman, Colonel James Murray and far travelled
members including Tam Balloch and Sid Shaw were
welcomed by the Chairman to start the evening. A period
of silence was held in memory of absent friends and fellow
Queen’s Own Highlanders currently going through difficult
times.
We enjoyed an excellent meal courtesy of Chimes of Forres
and the music was provided by the Dunphail Ceilidh Band.
After a bit of persuasion we managed to fill the dance
floor at times! Most attending donated raffles and this was
conducted by John (Mav) Yarrick and Peter Finlayson. The
“lucky” table being the Finnie table with Sandy looking
good. A fine night enjoyed by all.

Sandy Finnie and Daughters
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Suds

Sid

Tam

Mark

Finnies

Willie
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THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS
LIEUTENANT ALLAN EBENEZER KER VC
On Monday 28th May 2018 a number of Gordon Highlander
veterans had the privilege of being present for the
unveiling of the Victoria Cross Memorial Stone in honour of
Lieutenant (later Major) Allan Ebenezer Ker VC at Findhorn
Place, The Grange, Edinburgh.
Allan Ebenezer Ker was born in Edinburgh and his
childhood home was at 14 Findhorn Place. He went to
Edinburgh Academy from 1899-1903 after which he
attended Edinburgh University. He then took up a position
as an apprentice solicitor in his father’s law firm. In 1908 he
joined the Queen’s Edinburgh Mounted Rifles, but towards
the end of 1914 he travelled to Aberdeen to settle the
affairs of his late cousin who had been killed in the Great
War. Allan’s heart was set on joining the Scots Greys, but
whilst in Aberdeen, he was persuaded by friends of his
late cousin to join their regiment – the famous Gordon
Highlanders.
He travelled to France in October 1915 to serve in the
Great War, and by the middle of 1916 he had been posted
to Salonica in the Mediterranean, where he fought in the
battle of Muchovo. Later that year, he contracted Malaria
and was evacuated back to the UK. Following a promotion
to First Lieutenant, Allan Ker returned to the Western
Front in 1917, where he saw first hand the bloody battles
of Passchendaele, Arras and Cambrai before finally finding
himself in the battle of St Quentin where he won his
Victoria Cross.

Victoria Cross
British War Medal (1914-20)
Victory Medal (1914-19) + MiD Oakleaf
Defence Medal (1939-45)
War Medal (1939-45)
King George V Silver Jubilee Medal (1935)
King George VI Coronation Medal (1937)
Queen Elizabeth II Coronation Medal (1953)
Knight, Order of Military Merit (Brazil)
Engraving on reverse of Victoria Cross:
LIEUT. A.E. KER
3RD. BN. GORD. HIGHRS. ATTD. 61ST. BN. M.G.C.
21 MAR.1918.
Major Ker’s medals form part of the Lord Ashcroft Collection
and are on display in the Lord Ashcroft Gallery
in the Imperial War Museum in London.
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Major Allan Ebenezer Ker’s medals

Allan Ker was captured in the action where he won his
VC and remained a prisoner until December 1918 when he
was finally repatriated and only then learned of his award
and his newfound fame. He was gazetted for the VC on
4th September 1919 and presented with the medal by
King George V at Buckingham Palace on 26th November
1919. After the war, he became a practising solicitor. Using
his skills as a solicitor, the Army attached him next to
the Advocate General’s department before promotion to
Captain and attachment to the War Office as a staff officer.
In November 1920 the body of an unknown soldier was
dug from the trenches of Flanders and laid to rest in
Westminster Abbey. A Guard of Honour was provided for
the unknown soldier, made up of a hundred recipients of
the Victoria Cross, and Allan Ker was chosen to be one of
them – perhaps as high an honour as the decoration which
he now bore. Finally he was demobilised in 1922, although
donning his old uniform once more in 1926 to unveil the
Machine Gun Corps Memorial at Hyde Park Corner.
In 1940, however, Allan Ker was recalled for the Second
World War and served on the Directorate of the Chief
of the Imperial Staff at the War Office. He attended the
Potsdam Conference and was awarded a Knight of the
Order of Military Merit of Brazil for his services.
He died in New Garden Hospital, Hampstead, North
London, on the 12th September 1958, aged 75 and he is
buried in West Hampstead Cemetery.
Although buried in West Hampstead Cemetery, Alan Ker
is also included on his family Memorial Headstone in the
Grange Cemetery. Sadly, the headstone had fallen over
and was damaged. Mr John Spencely CBE, a local resident
and renowned Scottish architect and former president
of the Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland
(RIAS), along with his wife, Lyn, had taken on the project
to refurbish the headstone. The Gordon Highlanders
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West Hampstead Cemetery map

Regimental Association Trustees agreed to donate funds to
help with the repair and refurbishment of it and as a result,
the ceremony in Edinburgh this year had two purposes: the
unveiling of the refurbished Memorial Headstone and the
unveiling of the Lt Alan Ker VC plaque in Findhorn Place.
The unveiling ceremonies had been arranged by the
Chairman of The Gordon Highlander’ Association
Edinburgh Branch, Capt Bill Taylor. Lt Gen Sir John
MacMillan KCB, CBE, Colonel The Gordon Highlanders
from 1978 to 1986, had been invited to represent the
Regiment and lead the unveiling ceremonies. With the
kind permission of Lt Col Neil Tomlin, Commanding The
Highlanders, 4th Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland,
Bugler, L/Cpl Minto and Piper Sturton paraded for both the
unveiling of the Headstone and the VC plaque and played
the Last Post and Cock o’ The North for both ceremonies.
The plaque unveiling ceremony for Lt Alan Ker VC was a
most memorable event. All Gordon Highlanders present,
along with The Lord Provost of the City of Edinburgh,
The Rt Hon Frank Ross, and a number of local residents
were received to a very welcome tea by the residents of
16 Findhorn Place, Mr and Mrs Michael Stuart. Following
refreshments, the formal unveiling of the Lt Ker VC Plaque
took place.
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The Memorial Headstone before, ready for unveiling and refurbished

Lt Gen Sir John MacMillan KCB, CBE and Mr John Spencely CBE
unveil the refurbished Memorial

Lt Gen Sir John MacMillan KCB, CBE lays a Gordon Highlander Wreath
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The Memorial Sone

The Lord Provost gave the following address:
‘’Welcome to you all and a special welcome to all Gordon
Highlander Veterans who have been able to be with us
today. Our city has seen many very prominent people who
have given so much in individual ways over the years, and
today we remember another ‘one of our ane’.
Allan Ebenezer Ker was a 35 year old Lieutenant in the 3rd
Battalion, The Gordon Highlanders, but attached to 61st
Battalion, Machine Gun Corps, when he won the award of
the Victoria Cross.
His citation read:
“For conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty. On the
21st March, 1918, near St. Quentin, France, after a heavy
bombardment, the enemy penetrated the British line, and
the flank of the 61st Division became exposed. Lieutenant
Ker, with one Vickers gun, succeeded in engaging the
enemy’s infantry, approaching under cover of dead ground,
and held up the attack, inflicting many casualties. He then
sent back word to his Battalion Headquarters that he had
determined to stop with his Sergeant and several men who
had been badly wounded, and fight until a counter-attack
could be launched to relieve him. Just as ammunition
failed his party were attacked from behind with bombs,
machine guns and with the bayonet. Several bayonet
attacks were delivered, but each time they were repulsed
by Lieutenant Ker and his companions with their revolvers,
the Vickers gun having by this time been destroyed. The
wounded were collected into a small shelter, and it was
decided to defend them to the last and to hold the enemy
as long as possible. In one of the many hand-to-hand
encounters a German rifle and bayonet and a small supply
of ammunition was secured, and subsequently used with
good effect against the enemy.
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The Lord Provost, Mr Frank Ross,
Lt Gen Sir John MacMillan and Capt Bill Taylor
unveil the commemorative stone in memory of
Lt Alan Ker VC

Although Lieutenant Ker was very exhausted from
want of food and gas poisoning, and from the supreme
exertions he had made during ten hours of the most severe
bombardment, fighting and attending to the wounded,
he refused to surrender until all his ammunition was
exhausted and his position was rushed by large numbers
of the enemy. His behaviour throughout the day was
absolutely cool and fearless, and by his determination he
was materially instrumental in engaging and holding up for
three hours more than 500 of the enemy’’.
I am both delighted and honoured to be here today for
this special unveiling of the Memorial Plaque in honour of
Lieutenant Allan Ebenezer Ker VC, almost 100 years to the
day after he won his award. Lieutenant Ker was a man who
showed the most extraordinary courage – totally selfless
and with no thought for his own safety. Unless one was
present, one can only imagine what must have been the
most appalling and frightening situation that these young
men found themselves in, and somehow they had to be
able to put the fear behind them and find the strength
to keep going. Lt Ker, through remarkable leadership
and determination, found that extra strength required to
achieve what he did and quite remarkably survived. We
can really only be humbled by such an action.
It is my privilege, as Lord Provost, to have been able to
lead this unveiling ceremony today. Thank you for joining
me in commemorating the 100th anniversary of the award
of the Victoria Cross to Lieutenant Ker, the highest and
most prestigious award for gallantry in the face of the
enemy that can be awarded to British and Commonwealth
forces.’’
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THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS IN WORLD WAR ONE
For the Gordon Highlanders World War One started on
4 August 1914 when the 1st Battalion, then stationed in
Plymouth, received the telegram ordering it to mobilise.
It arrived in France 10 days later and was first in action
on the 23 August outside Mons in Belgium. Four Gordons
died that day, the first of the over 29,000 casualties to be
suffered by the Regiment.

Over 50,000 served in The Regiment, which raised 9
Battalions for active service. Two were regular battalions:
1st and 2nd; four were Territorials: 4th, 5th (Buchan and
Formartine), 6th (Banff and Donside), 7th (Deeside
Highland) which all served in the famous 51st Highland
Division; and three were New Army: 8th, 9th and 10th.

Gordon Highlanders resting at Tilloy-les-Moflains
on their way to the Front in 1917

100 YEARS AGO– WHERE WERE THEY AT THE
END OF THE WAR?
1st Battalion. In 3rd Division at La Longueville, Northern
France, in reserve just shy of the Belgian border. They were
11 miles from the site of their first engagement in 1914.
2nd Battalion. In 7th Division near Gradisca astride the
River Tagliamento in Northern Italy having secured the
crossings in a lightening advance.
4th Battalion. In 51st Highland Division at Cambrai, in
reserve refitting after bitter fighting around Famars at the
end of October where they had suffered 210 casualties.
5th Battalion. In 15th (Scottish) Division at Tourpes, just
inside Belgium, with orders to secure the high ground
beyond the village of Chièvres 5 miles distant. The next
day they would liberate the town as the Armistice came
into effect.
6th/7th Battalion. In 51st Highland Division at Thun
l’Eveque, Northern France, in reserve also refitting after the
fighting around Famars.

Gordon Highlanders at Plymouth 1914 and in France in 1915

9th Battalion. In 15th (Scottish) Division as its Pioneer
Battalion bridging the Antoing-Pommeroeil Canal, an
operation conducted in 36 hours of continuous work.
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As a result of casualties the 6th and 7th Battalions
amalgamated, as did the 8th and 10th which was then
disbanded in August 1918.
All of these battalions were sent to France and, except
for the 2nd Battalion, which was transferred to Italy in
November 1917, then spent all their time there. They also
served in elite Divisions that were given the most difficult
operations to undertake. It is a matter of pride that the
51st Highland Division, at a time when a third of its infantry
battalions were found by The Gordon Highlanders, was
once placed by the German Army at the top of their list
of the most formidable formations they faced. It is not
surprising that service on the most dangerous front with
the most dangerous tasks meant the Regiment suffered
over 1000 officer and 28000 rank and file casualties, nearly
9000 of whom were killed.

GORDON HIGHLANDER VICTORIA CROSSES
FROM WORLD WAR I
The Regiment was awarded four VCs during the War.
DRUMMER WILLIAM KENNY VC
William Kenny was born in Drogheda, County Louth in
1880. He served in the Boer War, where he was awarded
the Queen’s South Africa Medal with Bars and the King’s
South Africa Medal with Bars. In 1914, during the first
Battle of Ypres he was serving as a Drummer and battalion
runner with 2nd Battalion The Gordon Highlanders. The
battalion was posted between Kruiseecke and Zandvoorde,
southeast of Gheluvelt and the Menin Road, and he was
awarded the Victoria Cross for the following deed which
took place on 23 October 1914.

Drummer William Kenny VC

His citation reads:
“S6535 Drummer William Kenny, 2nd Battalion, The Gordon
Highlanders’’.
“For conspicuous bravery on 23rd October, 1914, near
Ypres, in rescuing wounded men on five occasions under
very heavy fire in the most fearless manner, and for twice
previously saving machine guns by carrying them out of
action. On numerous occasions Drummer Kenny conveyed
urgent messages under very dangerous circumstances
over fire-swept ground’’.
His father before him had also served in the Regiment.
Kenny was discharged from the Army in 1919 as a
Drum Major (Sergeant). For many years he was a
Commissionaire, acting as a uniformed doorman and
professional greeter for a number of hotels, banks and
shops in the West End of London. In 1936 he was at the
Corps Barracks in Hammersmith, when he was suddenly
taken ill and taken to Charing Cross Hospital where he died
at the age of 55.
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New headstone for William Kenny VC

On 22 March 1999, the grave of William Kenny received
a new headstone in the Corps of Commissionaires Burial
Ground, Brookwood Cemetery, Surrey, arranged by The
Gordon Highlanders London Association. Although Kenny
was buried in 1936, the original marker (probably of wood)
was lost and until this stone memorial was erected, Kenny
was not otherwise commemorated.
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Lt Brooke was killed in battle on 29 October 1914. He
was posthumously promoted to the rank of Captain and
awarded the Victoria Cross.
His citation reads:
“For conspicuous bravery and great ability near Gheluvelt
on the 29th October, in leading two attacks on the German
trenches under heavy rifle and machine-gun fire, regaining
a lost trench at a very critical moment. He was killed on
that day. By his marked coolness and promptitude on
this occasion Lieutenant Brooke prevented the enemy
from breaking through our line, at a time when a general
counter-attack could not have been organised.”

Captain James A O Brooke VC was 30 years old when he died

Lieutenant Mackenzie, also of the 2nd Battalion Gordon
Highlanders, described Brooke’s actions that day in a letter
that was quoted in The Aberdeen Journal of 12 November
1914:
“When I first saw Lieutenant Brooke that morning (29th)
he was collecting the lines to advance again. This he was
able to do, and we had a couple of strong lines, composed
of Grenadiers, Scots, Camerons (a few), Black Watch and
ourselves. We advanced about a hundred yards, and three
times were forced back by being enfiladed on the left.
However at last we managed to get a little further forward
owing to the help of another regiment working round our
left flank, and machine guns being brought up to sweep a
line of hedge, where the enemy were having pot shots at
us.
“After all this we were feeling rather a severe strain, but
Lieutenant Brooke took charge of the whole line, and we
began to think things were going to turn out all right. He
went from right to left of the line, absolutely regardless
of any danger, and at last he gave the order for a general
advance of the line. Just after we got on the move he told
me to swing half of the line and make for some support
trenches which had been made by the Grenadiers... When
we got into the support trench we found that the Germans
were occupying the fire trench about 200 yards in front of
us and from that position started to pepper us... It wasn’t
a very nice position and I saw Lieutenant Brooke, who was
on the left of the trench, twice leave it and double behind a
house to send a message for support on our right. He had
about 25 yards in the open to cover, and each time, going
and coming, I saw dozens of bullets spluttering red dust off
the brick walls of the cottage.

He is buried in Zantvoorde Cemetery, Belgium

LIEUTENANT JAMES ANSON OTHO BROOKE VC
Born 3 February 1884 at Aberdeen. He was the eldest son
of Sir Harry Vesey Brooke, KBE, and Lady Brooke of Fairley
House, Countesswells. His father had been an officer in
the 92nd Gordon Highlanders. At the outbreak of war Lt
Brooke had been an officer in the 2nd Gordon Highlanders
for nine years, and came from Egypt to join the army at
the front.

“There was a Second-Lieutenant in the Grenadiers near me
in the trench who said to me, ‘My God, who is that? He is
a plucky fellow.’ I told him he was our Assistant-Adjutant
and the comment was, ‘Well, he’s a devilish brave fellow.’
And so he was. He was perfectly splendid; but I suppose it
was less than a couple of minutes afterwards that the word
was passed along the trench that he had been struck by a
bullet, and almost at once afterwards came the word that
he was dead... His last words to me were ‘If they charge us,
get out of the trenches and wait for them’.”
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Private George Imlach McIntosh VC

King George V presenting the VC

PRIVATE GEORGE IMLACH MCINTOSH VC
George Imlach McIntosh was born on 22nd April 1897 at
80 Portessie, near Buckie, Banffshire, Scotland and spent
his early childhood there before moving to Buckie in 1910.
He was educated at Fraserburgh Academy, before being
employed as an apprentice nipper with wood merchant
Tom Jones & Son in 1910. He also worked with John
Barclay, a slater, and on the Cluny dock extension to Buckie
Harbour.
He enlisted in D Company, 6th Gordon Highlanders in
1913 and was mobilised on 4th August 1914. He went to
France with his Battalion on 10th November 1914 and was
evacuated with trench foot early in the war. Little is known
about what happened to George during the next couple of
years of the war, until the events of the 31st July 1917 at St
Julien, near Ypres, Belgium on the first day of the Battle of
Passchendaele.
His citation reads:
‘’No. 265579, George McIntosh, Private, 1/6th Battalion, The
Gordon Highlanders’’.
‘’For most conspicuous bravery when, during the
consolidation of a position, his company came under
machine gun fire at close range. Private McIntosh
immediately rushed forward under heavy fire, and reaching
the emplacement, he threw a Mills grenade in to it, killing
two of the enemy and wounding a third. Subsequently,
entering the dug-out, he found two light machine guns,
which he carried back with him. His quick grasp of the
situation and the utter fearlessness and rapidity with
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George McIntosh grave plot,
New Cemetery Buckie

which he acted undoubtedly saved many of his comrades,
and enabled the consolidation to proceed unhindered by
machine gun fire. Throughout the day the cheerfulness
and courage of Private McIntosh was indomitable, and to
his fine example in a great measure was due the success
which attended his company’’.
He had no idea he had been recommended until he
received a congratulatory message from GOC 51st
Highland Division, Major General GM Harper CB DSO. He
returned to Britain on leave and arrived unannounced at
his parent’s home. He was presented with a purse of fifty
gold sovereigns by his pre-war employers. The VC was
presented to him by King George V at Ibrox Park, Glasgow
on 18th September. For a while he was appointed batman
to a senior officer, but it did not suit him and he returned
to the Battalion for the rest of the war.
George returned to Buckie in July 1919 and worked as a
herring runner for Thomson & Brown, a fish sales company.
His work took him back to Fraserburgh. On 27th April 1923,
he married Alexanderina Sutherland, a dressmaker, at the
Station Hotel, Elgin. They had two children – George Imlach
(born in 1924) and Grace Grant (born 1929).
George enlisted in the RAF on 21st August 1925 as an
Aircraftman/Armourer. He was based at RAF Leuchars, Fife
and at No 3 Flying Training School. RAF Spitalgate near
Grantham. He transferred to the Reserve in 1932. He was
then employed as a green-keeper at Buckie Bowls Club
until July 1939, when he was a janitor and groundsman at
Buckie High School. On 26th August 1939, he was recalled
to the RAF and served at RAF Sullom Voe on Shetland,
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He remained in the RAF until the end of the war, before
returning to his janitor job, eventually becoming head
janitor, and was granted the Freedom of Buckie in
December 1955. He later became the Honorary President
of the town’s British Legion, and was also President of
the Buckie Bowls Club and a Kirk elder for Buckie North
Church.

Private George Imlach McIntosh VC Medals

RAF Mount Batten, Plymouth and RAF St Eval, Cornwall as
a Temporary Corporal. He was mentioned in despatches in
1940. In May 1941 he was promoted to Flight Sergeant and
served with the Anti-Aircraft Flight at RAF St Eval until 1st
October. On one occasion a 100lb bomb narrowly missed
him and failed to explode. He was posted to Iceland as a
ground gunner and was appointed Acting Warrant Officer
in November 1941. He joined No 2848 Squadron at RAF
Angle, South Wales in July 1942.

He died following a series of heart attacks and two
operations at Woodend Hospital, Aberdeen on 20th June
1960. He was buried in the family plot at New Cemetery,
Buckie and a memorial plaque was placed on the wall
behind the grave in 2004. In addition to the VC, he was
also awarded the 1914 Star with “Mons” clasp, British War
Medal 1914-20, Victory Medal 1914-19 with Mentioned in
Despatches oakleaf, Defence Medal 1939-45, War Medal
1939-45 with Mentioned in Despatches oakleaf, George VI
Coronation Medal 1937 and Elizabeth II Coronation Medal
1953.

LIEUTENANT ALLAN EBENEZER KER VC
Born 5th March 1883, in Edinburgh. On 21 March 1918 Lieutenant Allan Ker, whose cousin had been killed serving in the
Gordon Highlanders at the outbreak of the war, was attached to the 61st Battalion of the Machine Gun Corps. A separate
article covering Lt Ker appears elsewhere in the Newsletter.
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A BATTLEFIELD TOUR AND GORDON HIGHLANDERS RETURN TO
CHIÈVRES, BELGIUM 100 YEARS ON
In October 2017, after a meeting between Lt Col Gordon
McKen MBE, TD, Chairman of The Gordon Highlanders
Territorial Army Veterans Association and a Trustee of
The Gordon Highlanders Association Board of Trustees,
and the office of Tourism in Chièvres, Belgium, the
Gordon Highlanders Association was invited to take part
in a ceremony in the city of Chièvres to commemorate
the 100th anniversary of the end of World War 1.
Correspondence over the following weeks confirmed that
the city wished to firm up the plan for the commemoration
and from then on Lt Col McKen took over the co-ordination
of the event for Association members.
The background to the ceremony and an outline plan gave
the impetus for what developed into a most memorable
commemoration.
On Armistice Day 11th Nov 1918 the Belgian city of Chièvres
was liberated by the 5th Bn The Gordon Highlanders.
The Battalion by this stage also included amalgamated
elements of the 8th and 10th Battalions. After four and
a half years of occupation this was a hugely important
event for the citizens of Chièvres and a lasting bond
was cemented over the following days. This bond was
recognised by a ceremony on the 17th November 1918
when the Battalion presented the flag they had carried
with them throughout the war to the town. In return a
ceremonial key and book were given to Lt Col Dudley
Gordon DSO, the Commanding Officer and those items are
amongst the treasures of The Regiment on display at the
Gordon Highlanders Museum.
As Lt Col McKen stated, the aim was to hold a fitting
commemoration to recognise the service and sacrifice of
those who served during WW1 in the ‘Finest Regiment
in the World’; The Gordon Highlanders. The Chièvres
Commemoration would be an event unique to The Gordon
Highlanders and the people of Chièvres remembering
sacrifice and celebrating liberation.

Overall, nearly 70 Gordon Highlander veterans along with
wives or partners from across Aberdeenshire and the
Aberdeen and Fraserburgh & Macduff Branches, as well as
a party of 7 from the Edinburgh Branch and 20 members
of the University of Aberdeen Officers Training Corps
Drums and Pipes, set off for Begium on 15th November.
The coach journey to Hull and the ferry crossing to
Zeebrugge gave many in the party an opportunity to get
to know one another. It was also a pleasure to have with us
David and Patricia Crippin.
After an uneventful journey from Zebrugge, we arrived in
Ypres on a very misty morning, and were met by our guide
for the day, the Curator and Historian of the ‘In Flanders
Fields Museum’ in Ypres, Monsieur Dominiek Dendooven.
To have Dominiek with his knowledge of WW1 and the
surrounding area as our guide was exceptional and he gave
us a fascinating tour of the Menin Gate.

The Menin Gate

The plan for the commemoration was that over the
weekend 17th/18th November 2018 a parade, re-enactment
and civic reception would be hosted by the citizens of
Chièvres in honour of The Gordon Highlanders. Col McKen
decided that with the commemoration coinciding with the
end of World War One, a Battlefield Tour including battle
sites in which Gordon Highlanders had fought in would be
particularly appropriate and as such, the programme took
shape with the assistance of John Marr of Battlefield Select
Tours.

Monsieur Dominiek Dendooven
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Our next stop was in the area of Zandvoorde and
Gheluvelt, where Dominiek gave an overview of the First
Battle of Ypres in 1914 and The Gordon Highlanders part in
it. It was near Gheluvelt that Lt James Anson Otto Brooke
won his VC after leading attacks on German trenches
under heavy rifle and machine gun fire and where he was
killed and posthumously promoted to Captain. The party
moved on to Zantvoorde British Cemetery where Capt
Brooke’s remains were interred. We had an opportunity to
visit the grave site and Major Malcolm Roos, Association
Chairman, laid a Gordon Highlander Wreath at the Cross of
Sacrifice in memory of his uncle and those of 2nd Battalion
Gordon Highlanders who lost their lives.

Maj Ross lays a wreath

Capt Brooke VC grave

From Gheluvelt we moved on to the site of the Hooge
Crater. The Flanders village of Hooge was one of the
eastern most sectors of the Ypres Salient. It was the site
of intense fighting between German and Allied forces and
from 1914 with the front line of the Salient running through
the Hooge area, there was almost constant fighting over
the Salient running through the Hooge area, there was
almost constant fighting over the next three years, during
which the village was totally destroyed.

Hooge was the site of a chateau used by the British Army
as the divisional headquarters for the area. Several senior
British officers from the 1st and 2nd Divisions were killed
when the Château de Hooge was shelled by German
units on 31 October 1914. German forces attacked the
château from 24 May 1915, and, despite the detonation of
a mine by the 175th Tunnelling Company on 19 July 1915,
leaving a massive crater, took control of the château and
the surrounding area on 30 July. This mine was only the
second British offensive underground attack in the Ypres
Salient; 173 Tunnelling Company had blown five mines
at Hill 60 on 17 April 1915, but none of these mines were
even half as powerful as the Hooge charge. The area was
reclaimed by the Germans on 16 June 1916, retaken by the
British on 31 July 1917, retaken by the Germans in April 1918
as part of the offensive and finally retaken by the British
on 28 September as the Offensive faltered. The Château
de Hooge was completely destroyed along with the entire
village.
Hooge Crater Cemetery is named after the mine crater
blown nearby in 1915 and located near the centre of Hooge,
opposite the “Hooge Crater Museum”. The Museum is
well worth a visit and allowed a break for lunch, where
we bumped into Lt Col David Barron, conducting his own
battlefield tour.
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View from the British trenches towards the German trenches on the track
where the young trees are.

Lt Col McKen lays a wreath

After lunch, Dominiek took us to the north of the village to
visit the ‘front line’. The trench lines are carefully marked
– red markers around trees or grills to show the German
trenches and blue markers similarly placed to show the
Allied trenches.
View from the German trenches on the track towards
the British trenches on the far edge of the wood – approximately 120m

From Hooge we headed for Ypres, but on the way stopped
to visit No Man’s Cot Cemetery, at Boesinghe. For most of
WW1, the east side of the village directly faced the German
front line. No Man’s Cot Cemetery was named from a
building on the south side of Admiral’s Road, a little more
than half way from Boesinghe to Wielje. It was used from
the end of July 1917 to March 1918. No Man’s Cot Cemetery
contains 79 First World War burials. More than half of
the graves are of officers and men of the 51st (Highland)
Division.

The German front line (Idiot trench) along the line of the track from
Jun 15 – Jul 17
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The Gordon Highlander graves 4,5, and 7 from the left, are
of 202327 Pte J Hadden, 266599 Pte P Sievwright and
40639 L/Cpl PK Hunt, all killed on 31st July 1917. (The bus
on the road in the mist in the distance is where the German
front file was).
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Mine craters and The Royal Engineer Grave at Railway Wood.
On the octagonal base of the cross is inscribed: ‘Beneath this spot lie the bodies of an Officer, three NCOs and eight men of or attached to the 177th
Tunnelling Company Royal Engineers who were killed in action underground during the defence of Ypres between November 1915 and August 1917’.

On our return to Ypres, we bade farewell to our guide,
Dominiek and prepared for the Menin Gate Last Post
Ceremony. This takes place every night at 20.00hrs. The
idea of the daily sounding of the Last Post - the traditional
salute to the fallen warrior - was that of the Superintendant
of the Ypres Police, Mr P Vandenbraambussche. The Menin
Gate Memorial on the east side of Ypres was thought to be
the most appropriate location for the ceremony. Originally
this was the location of the old city gate leading to the
Ypres Salient battlefields and The Menin Road, through
which so many British and Commonwealth troops had
passed on their way to the front line.
The privilege of playing Last Post was given to buglers
of the local volunteer Fire Brigade. The first sounding of
Last Post took place on 1 July 1928 and a daily ceremony
was carried on for about four months. The ceremony
was reinstated in the spring of 1929 and the Last Post
Committee (now called the Last Post Association) was
established. Four silver bugles were donated to the Last
Post Committee by the Brussels and Antwerp Branches of
the Royal British Legion.

The Gordon Highlander graves 4,5, and 7 from the left, are of
202327 Pte J Hadden, 266599 Pte P Sievwright and 40639 L/Cpl PK Hunt,
all killed on 31st July 1917. The bus on the road in the mist in the distance is
where the German front file was

From 11 November 1929 the Last Post has been sounded at
the Menin Gate Memorial every night and in all weathers.
The only exception to this was during the four years
of the German occupation of Ypres from 20 May 1940
to 6 September 1944. The daily ceremony was instead
continued in England at Brookwood Military Cemetery,
Surrey, where Gordon Highlander VC holder, Drummer
Kenny VC, is buried. On the very evening that Polish forces
liberated Ypres the ceremony was resumed at the Menin
Gate, in spite of the heavy fighting still going on in other
parts of the town. Bullet marks can still be seen on the
memorial from that time.
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Menin Gate at night

Ypres occupied a strategic position during WW1 because
it stood in the path of Germany’s planned sweep across
the rest of Belgium. By October 1914, the much battered
Belgian Army broke the dykes on the Yser River to the
north of the City to keep the western tip of Belgium out of
German hands. Ypres, being the centre of a road network,
anchored one end of this defensive feature and was also
essential for the Germans if they wanted to take the
Channel Ports through which British support was flooding
into France. For the Allies, Ypres was also important
because it eventually became the last major Belgian town
that was not under German control.
The importance of the town is reflected in the five major
battles that occurred around it during the war. During
the First Battle of Ypres the Allies halted the German
Army’s advance to the east of the city. The German army
eventually surrounded the city on three sides, bombarding
it throughout much of the war. The Second Battle of Ypres
marked a second German attempt to take the city in April
1915. The third battle is more commonly referred to as
Passchendaele, but this 1917 battle was a complex fivemonth engagement. The fourth and fifth battles occurred
during 1918.
British and Commonwealth soldiers often passed through
the Menenpoort on their way to the front lines with some
300,000 of them being killed in the Ypres Salient. 90,000
of these soldiers have no known graves.
From September to November 1915, the British 177th
Tunnelling Company built tunnelled dugouts in the city
ramparts near the Menin Gate. These were the first British
tunnelled dugouts in the Ypres Salient.
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Hall of Memory

The Menin Gate was chosen to be a memorial as it was
the closest gate of the town to the fighting, and so Allied
Troops would have marched past it on their way to fight.
Actually, most troops passed out of the other gates
of Ypres, as the Menin Gate was too dangerous due to
shellfire. Its large Hall of Memory contains names on stone
panels of 54,395 Commonwealth soldiers who died in the
Salient but whose bodies have never been identified or
found. On completion of the memorial, it was discovered to
be too small to contain all the names as originally planned.
An arbitrary cut-off point of 15 August 1917 was chosen
and the names of 34,984 UK missing after this date were
inscribed on the Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing instead.
The inscription inside the archway is similar to the one at
Tyne Cot, with the addition of a prefatory Latin phrase: “Ad
Majorem Dei Gloriam – Here are recorded names of officers
and men who fell in Ypres Salient, but to whom the fortune
of war denied the known and honoured burial given to
their comrades in death”. The Latin phrase means ‘To the
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greater glory of God’. Both this inscription, and the main
overhead inscription on both the east - and west-facing
façades of the arch, were composed by Rudyard Kipling.
On the opposite side of the archway to that inscription is
the shorter dedication: “They shall receive a crown of glory
that fadeth not away”. There are also Latin inscriptions
set in circular panels either side of the archway, on both
the east and west sides: “Pro Patria” and “Pro Rege” (‘For
Country’ and ‘For King’). A French inscription mentions
the citizens of Ypres: “Erigé par les nations de l’Empire
Britannique en l’honneur de leurs morts ce monument est
offert aux citoyens d’Ypres pour l’ornement de leur cité
et en commémoration des jours où l’Armée Britannique
l’a défendue contre l’envahisseur”, which translated into
English means: “Erected by the nations of the British
Empire in honour of their dead this monument is offered
to the citizens of Ypres for the ornament of their city and
in commemoration of the days where the British Army
defended it against the invader.’’
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20.00 hrs
•
Call to Attention by the buglers of the Last Post
Association
Sounding of the “Last Post” bugle call.
•
Exhortation – The Pipe Band President of the AUOTC –
•
Maj Graham
Wilson RAMC
•
•
Minute of Silence
Lament – Pipe Major Laing AUOTC
•
Wreath laying – First wreath lad by Dave Gordon and
•
Bert Innes of the Association Aberdeen Branch
AUOTC Ds & Ps played Highland Cathedral
•
After all wreaths laid - Sounding of the “Réveille” bugle
•
call
March off - End of Ceremony. The AUOTC Drums &
•
Pipes marched through the gate and countermarched
back through the hall and through the Gordon
Highlander veterans and crowds lining either side of
the road.

To this day, the remains of missing soldiers are still found
in the countryside around the town of Ypres. Typically,
such finds are made during building work or road-mending
activities. Any human remains discovered receive a proper
burial in one of the war cemeteries in the region. If the
remains can be identified, the relevant name is removed
from the Menin Gate.
Millions have attended The Last Post Ceremony over the
years. For all Gordon Highlanders taking part in this tour,
participation in the Last Post Ceremony, was a particularly
poignant and memorable experience. It is difficult to take
in the enormity of the losses with so many names on the
Memorial. There are 60 panels. Each panel on the memorial
contains the names of several hundred casualties, arranged
in order of seniority of rank and alphabetically by name.
For the Last Post Ceremony, The Gordon Highlanders
contingent had pride of place within the Menin Gate Hall.
Three ranks of Gordon Highlander veterans straddled the
road proudly wearing kilts, trews, regimental blazers and
all wearing a Regimental tie and a glengarry with Gordon
Highlander cap badge. What an honour to be able to
parade as such, possibly for the last time in such numbers,
for such a significant ceremony. In front of the assembled
contingent were the Drums and Pipes of Aberdeen UOTC.

Dave Gordon and Bert Innes prepare to lay the
Gordon Highlander Wreath

Dave Rennie laid a wreath in memory of of his uncle
whose name is on the panel behind him
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Following the Last Post Ceremony, Gordon Highlander
veterans gathered at the panel on the west side of the
gate, where Gordon Highlander names are listed. There
are around 1000 Gordon Highlander all ranks names listed.
Amongst them is Dave Rennie’s uncle. Dave laid a Gordon
Highlander wreath in memory of his uncle and all Gordon
Highlanders listed on the panels.
The following day began with a visit to the Mons Museum.
We had as our guide, Mr Soren Hawkes, a leading WW1
guide in both the Ypres and Somme areas and artist
specialising in mainly First World War paintings. A large
part of the permanent exhibition (almost half of the
Museum) is dedicated to the First World War.
During the years of the conflict, Mons found itself in an
unusual position, swinging from battleground to occupied
area. After being the theatre for the first clash between the
British and German armies at the battle of 23 August 1914,
Mons was later the place where the Allied armies came to
a halt on 11 November 1918 in the wake of their victorious
offensive.
A display of a Gordon Highlander Piper

Our next stop was to be the Saint Symphorien Cemetery,
but on the way we paused to visit the sites of the ‘first
shot’ and ‘last shot’ of WW1.
The first exchange of fire between the British and German
armies took place in Casteau on 22 August 1914. On that
day, Maj Bridges, OC ‘C’ Sqn 4th Bn Royal Irish Dragoon
Guards, was on reconnaissance near Mons when he saw a
German advanced mounted guard and gave chase with his
horsemen, During the pursuit, Cpl Thomas became the first
British soldier to fire a shot in anger in Continental Europe
since the battle of Waterloo nearly 100 years earlier the
very place where Cpl Thomas set off after four German
cavalrymen. Thomas enlisted at 14, survived the war and
was awarded the Military Medal.

La réponse de la Belgique a l’Ultimatum

The experience of the soldiers stationed in damp and
muddy trenches on the Western Front is brought to life
in detail. Their relationships with family members left
behind, their reactions to new types of weapons, and their
difficulties in looking death in the face are some of the
subjects spoken about in soldiers’ war diaries and in the
letters they sent home to loved ones.
The Museum is excellent and well worth a visit for anyone
passing through Mons.
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The Cross of Sacrifice

The bronze plaque on the opposite side of the street marks
the spot where troops of the 116th Canadian Battalion
stopped on Armistice Day on 11th November 1918 during
the liberation of Mons. For the British Empire the war had
ended at the precise spot where it had started 4 years
earlier.
Many will have visited Saint Symphorien Cemetery before,
but every visit is a remarkable experience, not least
because of the peacefulness of this place. It contains
the graves of 284 German and 229 Commonwealth
soldiers, principally those killed during the Battle of
Mons. The cemetery was established by the German
Army on land donated by Jean Houzeau de Lehale. It
was initially designed as a woodland cemetery before
being redesigned by William Harrison Cowlishaw after the
Imperial War Graves Commission took over maintenance of
the cemetery after the war.

The German War Memorial

Notable Commonwealth burials in the cemetery include
John Parr and George Lawrence Price, traditionally
believed to be the first and last Commonwealth soldiers
killed in action during the First World War, and Maurice
Dease, the first posthumous recipient of the Victoria Cross
of World War I.
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He was born in Victoria and gained his commission in
1906. He was promoted to Lieutenant in 1909. He married
Ruth Greenwood in April 1914 and at the time of his death
she was pregnant with their only child, born in January
1915 and also named Leslie. Lt Richmond’s widow never
remarried. In a tragic encore, the younger Leslie was killed
in action at Dunkirk in May 1940 while serving with the 10th
Royal Hussars. He too had only recently been married.
The remainder of the day was taken up with a recce of the
City of Chièvres and a rehearsal of the re-enactment of
the Flag and Key presentation ceremony.

Pte John Parr, Middlesex Regiment,
21st August 1914

Pte George Price, 28th Bn Canadian
Infantry, 11th November 1918

Notable German burials include Oskar Niemeyer, the first
Iron Cross recipient of World War 1.

Sunday 18th November 2018 was a gloriously sunny
day, which bode well for the forth-coming re-enactment
ceremony in Chièvres.
The parade formed up in Rue Dudley Gordon, a street
named after the Commanding Officer of 5th Battalion
Gordon Highlanders in 1918, Lt Col Dudley Gordon DSO,
grandfather of Alexander Gordon, 7th Marquess of
Aberdeen and Tamair DL. (The present Earl of Aberdeen).
The parade consisting of 50 veteran Gordon Highlanders,
led by Lt Col Gordon McKen MBE, TD, marched behind
the Drums and Pipes of the Aberdeen UOTC and into the
Grand Place of the city and formed up in a similar manner
to that of 5th Battalion Gordon Highlanders on 17th
November 1918, in front of the City Hall.

Musketier Oskar

The first Gordon Highlander Officer to be killed was Lt
Leslie Richmond. He was killed on 23rd August 1914 at
he Battle of Mons. He was also the first Australian born
casualty of World War 1.

Lt Col Mcken leads the parade into the Grand Place
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The Belgium and British National Anthems were played
and the Bourgmestre (Mayor) of Chièvres, Monsieur
Olivier Hartiel, gave a short welcoming address and in
particular extended a warm welcome to General Sir James
Everard KCB, CBE, Deputy Supreme Allied Commander
Europe, and Mr Craig Egner, representing The Scottish
Government.

Mr George Bevridge carries the presentation flag

Following this, the Bourgmestre invited the official
dignitaries to accompany him to the War Memorial for the
unveiling of two commemorative stones that have been
erected either side of the War Memorial in recognition
of the relief of the city by The Gordon Highlanders. Two
Gordon Highlander veterans, Mr Norman Fraser, Chairman
of The Gordon Highlanders Aberdeen Branch of the
Association and Mr Brian McIntosh were invited to unveil
the Belgium Flag from one stone and Monsieur Robert
Loquet, a 100 year old Belgium Army veteran, and Chiara, a
schoolgirl from Chièvres school were invited to unveil the
Union Jack from the other stone.

1918

Brian McIntosh and Norman Fraser at the unveiling

2018

One of the Memorial Commemorative stones
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The stones show the Gordon Highlanders Stag’s Head Cap
Badge with an inscription below, in English on one stone
and French on the other, as follows:
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
AS AN ETERNAL
TESTIMONY OF GRATITUDE
TO THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS
WHO LIBERATED
THE CITY AND RESIDENTS
OF CHIÈVRES
IN NOVEMBER 1918
THE CITY AND POPULATION OF CHIÈVRES.

“Monsieur Le Bourgmestre and all the citizens of Chièvres.
Like so many countries all over the world we have over the
last 4 years been remembering those who fell and fought
in the First World War. It is right that sacrifice should never
be forgotten.
I am so glad that a representative party of The Gordon
Highlanders under Lt Col Gordon McKen has travelled from
Scotland to celebrate the 5th Gordon Highlanders arrival
in Chièvres on 11 November 1918. Our Regimental history
states ‘....the inhabitants of Chièvres gave the battalion a
magnificent welcome. Scenes of the wildest enthusiasm
were witnessed....’

After the unveiling of the Memorial Stones, the Regimental
Secretary laid a Gordon Highlander Wreath in memory of
5th Battalion The Gordon Highlanders.
Following the Wreath laying, an Act of Remembrance
followed with the Last Post played by a Belgium Army
Bugler, the Lament played by Pipe Major Michael Laing
and after the 2 Minute Silence, the Reveille played by
the Belgium Army Bugler. The ceremony at the city War
Memorial ended with Major Irvine-Fortescue reciting the ‘
Ode of Remembrance’.
The Bourgmestre, accompanied by General Everard and
escorted by the parade Commander, Lt Col McKen, met
a number of Gordon Highlanders and the Pipe Band Pipe
Major, Michael Laing and Drum Major Neil Jamieson, before
returning to the city hall steps. Before the Flag and Key
exchange, Major Irvine-Fortescue read out a message to
the Bourgmestre and Citizens of Chièvres on behalf of the
last Colonel of The Gordon Highlanders, Lieutenant General
Sir Peter Graham KCB, CBE. His message read as follows:
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The battalion flag was presented to the city, which later
conferred its freedom on the battalion and presented a
gold key to the battalion. Ties like this can never be broken
and I am so glad that they are being remembered 100
years later. We must never forget.”
“Vive la Belgique”
Lieutenant General Sir Peter Graham KCB, CBE
Last Colonel The Gordon Highlanders.
There followed the presentation of the Commemorative
Regimental Flag by Mr David Crippin, grandson of Major
John Wood DSO, MC, Croix de Guerre, who led 5th Gordon
Highlanders into the city on 11 November 1918. Mr Crippin
received the flag from Lt Col McKen and then mounted the
city hall steps to present it to the Bourgmestre.
The Regimental Secretary, in turn received the replica
key to the city on behalf of The Gordon Highlanders’
Association and handed it to Lt Col McKen.
After playing a number of tunes the Aberdeen UOTC
Drums and Pipes led the parade as the Gordon Highlander
veterans Marched Off with the Bourgmestre and
Regimental Secretary taking the salute as the parade
marched past the War Memorial (see photos page 87).
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Commemoration Flag with the crest of the City of Chièvres top left

Replica Ceremonial ‘Key’ along with the 2018 Commemoration medals and
WW1 Victory medal

Mr David Crippin presents the Commemoration Flag to the Mayor

The Regimental Secretary, receiving the replica key to the city
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There followed a short commemoration and wreath laying
ceremony at the city cemetery. Wreaths were laid by Mr
Derek Bird, Chairman of the North of Scotland Branch
of the Western Front Association on behalf of The Royal
Air Force and also in memory of the 13 members of 35
Squadron RAF who are buried in the cemetery; by Major
Malcolm Ross, Chairman of The Gordon Highlanders
Association, in memory of Polish Forces buried in the
cemetery and by Captain Ally Gammack, from Ellon, on
behalf of The Gordon Highlanders. Captain Gammack was
a member of 3rd Battalion Gordon Highlanders and was
present as a Private soldier at the flag presentation to
Chièvres by Lord Dudley Gordon in 1966.
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Following the ceremony at the city cemetery, the
Bourgmestre and citizens of Chièvres hosted a reception
and lunch for all Gordon Highlander veterans and family
members and presented all Gordon Highlanders with a
special medal commemorating the 100th Anniversary
ceremony.

Finally, a separate Wreath was laid by Mrs Fiona Hill,
Secretary to the Lieutenancy of Aberdeenshire, on behalf
of Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of Aberdeenshire, Mr
James Ingleby, at the memorial to all children from the city
who died during World War 1.

Mr David Crippin at the War Memorial

Capt Ally Gammack

The medals of Maj John Wood DSO, MC, Croix de Guerre

Mrs Fiona Hill
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Some memorable moments after the parade:

Lt Col McKen, Maj Irvine-Fortescue, Gen Everard and Maj Ross

Lt Col McKen with members of the Edinburgh Branch

The reception in the City Hall allowed everyone to relax before the city lunch:

George Bevridge, Bert Innes, Dave Gordon and Ally Gammack

At the commemoration lunch, the Chairman of the
Association, Major Ross, read out the original speech
given by Lt Col Dudley Gordon in 1918, and presented the

Richard Fromholc and Brian McIntosh enjoy a drink with the Mayor

Bourgmestre with a framed copy of the original speeches
in both French and English.
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One final presentation to the Bourgmestre and citizens
of the city, was a pipe tune entitled ‘ Chièvres’. This
had been composed by Pipe Major Michael Laing and
was played by the Drums and Pipes of Aberdeen UOTC
during the Beating Retreat, before being presented to
the Bourgmestre by the Pipe President of the band, Major
Graham Wilson RAMC.

To end the commemorations, the Bourgmestre and Major
Ross took the salute at a Beating Retreat in the city square
in front of the city hall.
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The day had been a massive success and the welcome
and generosity of the Mayor and citizens of Chièvres
will remain with all of us who were present for this 100th
anniversary commemoration for many years to come.
Considerable thanks are due to Monsieur Eric Daniel who
did so much to co-ordinate the programme for the event,
supported magnificently by Francisca Spook who helped
so much with translation. Thanks are also due to Lt Col
George Coutts (late RE) and Maj Graham Shanks for all
they did during the initial negotiations and in the lead up
to and the ceremony itself. Without their advice and help,
the event would not have run as smoothly as it did.
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Chièvres city re-enactors with some Gordon Highlander veterans

A final display of the flag before it was taken into the City Hall

The Irish House Cemetery

Before departing Ypres for Zeebrugge and the journey
home, the party had an opportunity to visit Irish House
Cemetery. The cemetery owes its name to a small
farmhouse 90 metres to the west, known to the troops as
“Irish House”. It was begun in June 1917 by the 16th (Irish)
Division, and used at intervals until September 1918. In Row
A are the graves of 33 Officers and men of the 1st Gordon
Highlanders, killed in action in December 1914 in the 3rd
Division’s attack on Wytschaete, and reburied here by the
11th Royal Irish Rifles in June 1917.
From Irish House Cemetery we moved on to Plugstreet/
Ploegsteert and the site of the Christmas truce on 25th
December 1914.

View across no man’s land towards Plugstreet from one of the sites of the
Christmas truce
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Our next stop was Tyne Cot Cemetery. The sight that
meets one as you enter the gates of the cemetery is
almost too much to take in. There are now more than
11,900 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War
buried or commemorated in Tyne Cot Cemetery. More than
8,370 of the burials are unidentified but there are special
memorials to more than 80 casualties known or believed
to be buried among them. Other special memorials
commemorate 20 casualties whose graves were destroyed
by shell fire. There are also four German burials, three
being unidentified.

A picture showing the site of the Tyne Cot car park and as it was in 1917

Known only unto God

From Tyne Cot we moved to the Passchendaele Museum.
This must be one of the best World War One museums.
The main theme of the museum is the Third Battle of
Ypres, also known as the Battle of Passchendaele. The total
loss of human lives is about 450 000, for only 8 km gain of
ground. For anyone visiting the area, a vist to the museum
is strongly recommended.

Part of Tyne Cot Cemetery
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The barn contains an interesting collection of artefacts
that have been unearthed in the normal course of work
on the farm - Rifles, helmets, water bottles and countless
other items are displayed together with literally hundreds
of artillery shell fragments and bullets. Like every other
farm in the Ypres area, many live shells and grenades are
still being discovered today. The farm was in interesting
place to visit and a very good lunch stop before returning
to Ypres and our return journey to Zeebrugge and the ferry
home.

Our final stop was to Varlet Farm. The farm was given
the name by British soldiers during WW1 and appears as
such on original trench maps. The original farm, situated
on Passchendaele territory and strongly fortified by the
Germans, was finally taken by the “Hood Battalion”, Royal
Naval Division, after fierce fighting in October 1917. Nothing
of the original farm remained by 1918. Today Varlet Farm
is a typical working farm except that on a daily basis the
owners come face to face with the remains of the Great
War. Every time they work the fields evidence comes to
light of the events that occurred there 100 years ago.

A Maxim machine-gun

This battlefield tour and the ceremony in Chièvres had
been an amazing experience for all who took part in it and
we are all indebted to Lt Col Gordon McKen for all he did
to make it the enormous success it was.

Various weapons
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INVERNESS BRANCH
Chairman: Crawford McMaster
Secretary/Treasurer: M C Low MBE
A number of events have taken place throughout the year
where branch members participated. The highlights being:
•
The WW1 commemorations continued with our
members Ian Grant and Jim Davidson very prominent
at the various services. They are due to be present
at the Commemoration of SS Iolaire which sunk off
Stornoway taking sailors home to the Western Isles
after WW1. Hogmanay in Stornoway.
•
The Battle of Zeebrugge (Naval Battle) was
commemorated at Cavell Gardens in Inverness and
followed by a talk on the battle in the Town House.
•
The Annual General Meeting/Stag Dinner and Ladies
Dinner were both held in the Craigmonie Hotel and
were well attended.
Sadly we lost 4 of our members and condolences were
sent to the families.
Mrs Margaret Forsyth
•
•
Capt (Retd) James B Hutton
Mr Barry Williams
•
•
Mr Ian Duff
Members attended all four funeral services. We will
remember them.

In addition we said farewell to some very good friends of
the branch, namely:
•
Lt Col (Retd) Bob and Molly Strachan
•
Maj (Retd) Glennie Low
•
Wullie & Moyra Joss
Not forgetting the other comrades who sadly passed
during the year.
FUTURE OF THE INVERNESS BRANCH
It was pointed out at the AGM in April that the future
of the branch was very much a concern to those who
regularly attend. Crawford McMaster kindly agreed to
take on Chairmanship of the branch for 1 year following
the sad event of Jim Hutton’s passing. Unless the younger
members wish to continue the running of the branch then
it will cease to exist in the next year.
My thanks go to those members who have supported the
branch since its conception 30 years ago, and especially to
those who travel the length of the country.
M.C. Low

COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS ATTENDED BY
IAN GRANT & JOCK DAVIDSON
Ian Grant a former Gordon Highlanders and Standard Bearer for the RBL(S) contributed the following pictures and words.

Jock Davidson and myself (Ian Grant) at the American memorial at The
Mull of Oa on Islay for the 100 year commemorations of the sinking of the
Tuscania and the Otranto. I was asked to carry the stars and stripes flag
which was a replica of the one made by the women of Islay for use at the
mass burial of the men lost. The original flag was also on the island for the
commemorations.
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The Princess Royal (Princess Anne) lays the first wreath at the Memorial
at Port Ellen, Islay
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The main service was held at Port Ellen and attended by VIPs from
Royalty and Gov and military

Our great uncle is named on the Soissons war memorial and according to
the Gordon Highlander museum is buried in an unknown grave in Marfaux
cemetery. The photo shows the grave of Lt Cooper who was also from Keith
and next to him is an unknown Gordon so we adopted that grave as our
uncles and two Keith lads together. Well, you never know.

REGIMENTAL REPORTS

Myself and my brother Eric Grant laying a wreath
at the Menin Gate service

The are a lot of Seaforth Highlanders buried at Marfaux and we paid our
respects to them also and placed crosses and some, as above
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The RBLS festival of remembrance at The Caird Hall in Dundee

Jock Davidson (former Gordon Highlanders and RBL(S) Standard Bearer) and I will be taking part in the 100 year commemorations of the sinking
of the Iolaire in Stornaway on New Years day 2019. The ship struck rocks and sank whilst approaching the harbour and over 200 men were lost
on their return from the war and within sight of their homes.
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LONDON BRANCH
THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

THE ANNUAL WATERLOO LUNCH 2018

The Gordon Highlanders London Association continues to
flourish with over 150 members. And we are planning that
the Association will continue well beyond 2020!

A little later than usual, the annual Waterloo Lunch was
held on Saturday 23rd June, and at a new venue. The
ongoing refurbishment at The London Scottish HQ,
prevented our lunch from being held at our venue for
the past 31 years. For the same reason the annual Relief
of Ladysmith Lunch 2018 had to be cancelled. To find
alternative and affordable venues in Central London is
difficult, but The Gascoigne Room at The Union Jack Club
(appropriately adjacent to Waterloo Railway Station),
came to our rescue. Despite the unfamiliar surroundings,
The Waterloo Lunch 2018 was again a success with 48 in
attendance. There were traffic problems in London on that
day, which unfortunately prevented a couple attending
and delayed others. The ‘UJ Club’ gave very good service
and the staff was very attentive and helpful. We stood in
Remembrance of the London Association Members that
had died over the past year, which included Mr John Mizen,
‘Father of The Regiment’ who died in January 2018 aged
102 years and 28 days. Many thanks to our Guest Speaker
Lt. Col. Neil Tomlin, having journeyed from Germany
especially to honour us with his presence. He spoke very
easily for all to get a glimpse of The Regiment’s today and
of its tomorrow. Many thanks too to Isla for singing Grace
and to Andy Parsons (London Scottish) our ‘Duty Piper’
for the day.

We had a most successful Waterloo Lunch which was held
at the Union Jack Club on 23rd June – a week later than
usual because we had to seek another venue as the kitchen
at 95 Horseferry Road is being refurbished. However the
Union Jack Club proved to be a most excellent venue for
the lunch which was much appreciated and enjoyed by the
48 who attended. Isla St Clair sang the Grace beautifully
and Andy Parsons piped superlatively for us. So successful
was the 2018 Waterloo Lunch in the new venue that we
have already booked the Union Jack Club for the Waterloo
Lunch on Saturday 15th June 2019. And we hope that the
Speaker will be Major General Nicholas Borton DSO MBE,
who commands 3rd Division – the leading United Kingdom
Division. He originated in the Royal Highland Fusiliers.
Let us all attend the 2019 Waterloo Lunch to hear from one
of our leading soldiers of today.
We had an excellent turn out for the Cenotaph Parade
being augmented by a great gathering from Aberdeen
arranged by John Murray. John Spoore is drumming up
support and our strength will be added to by the 20 or so
Jocks coming down from Aberdeen. There are many who
feel that the Regimental Service at the Regimental Plot at
Westminster Abbey in the afternoon is the most moving
part of the day. And I hope that those of you who cannot
attend the March in 2019 will come and join the Marchers
for the Lunch at The Feathers before attending The
Regimental Service.
To ensure that the London Association continues to
flourish we need help to support the Vice Chairman and
Secretary who has managed the heavy load of Secretary
for 17 years. Major Iain Stewart and Charles Hay are going
to help but we need more Young Officers and Other Ranks
to step forward and volunteer to do your bit to extend our
107 years well into the 21st Century. I would ask that all
Gordon Highlanders think seriously about this and let the
Chairman, Gordon Highlanders London Association know
whether you can assist the Committee in this way. There
is no doubt that with your help the Gordon Highlanders
London Association will continue to thrive into the third
decade of the Twenty First Century and beyond.
Colonel Christopher Van der Noot
Chairman, The London Association

Some well kent faces at the Waterloo Lunch included;
Bryan and Sue Alderson, Brian and Penny Fee, Martyn and
Katy Fox, Jimmy George, Gabrielle Longmuir, Christine
Gush, Bob and Meg Harman, Charles Hay, Bill and David
Kenny, Patrick King and Isla St Clair, Trevor Lindley, Wendy
Mitten, Andy Parsons, Cyril Phelps, Mr and Mrs Cook, Brian
Sivyer, Martin Curtis, John and Ruth Spoore, Iain Stewart,
Frank and Carol Stokes, Christopher and Julia Van der
Noot, Glen Waltham and Ron and Mavis Younger.

REMEMBRANCE 2018
OPENING OF THE FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE
On Thursday 8th November, Prince Harry performed
the opening ceremony and placed his personal
Cross of Remembrance, then toured the Field of
Remembrance meeting the assembled regimental and unit
representatives. Capt. Charles Hay MVO represented The
Gordon Highlanders, also in attendance: Len Rose, Bob
Harman, Chris Milne, Ron Younger and John Spoore.

2018 REMEMBRANCE SERVICE AND
CENOTAPH PARADE
The parade was extra special, marking the Centenary
of the Armistice 1918. Just over 40 Gordon Highlanders
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Remembrance Sunday 11 November 2018, Westminster Abbey Garden of Remembrance
Gordon Highlanders Assoc alongside the Queen’s Own Highlanders Assoc at The National Field of Remembrance

made up Contingent A12. The London Association
being bolstered by a magnificent attendance from the
Fraserburgh and Macduff and the Edinburgh Branches.
It has been said every recent year and it is said again
this year that the weather could hardly have been kinder,
following a gey dreich Saturday and early Sunday morning
the weather turned bright and dry. Said before also, that
the Two Minutes Silence at 11.00 is truly silence absolute,
remarkable with the 10.000 Veterans and thousands of
onlookers packed the area of Whitehall. The salute at the
dais opposite The Guards Memorial was this year taken by
Princess Ann KG, KT, GCVO, QSO, CD. The dismiss having
been given, it was very difficult to clear the St James’s
Park Birdcage Walk area, due to The Peoples March
which followed on from the main Remembrance Parade.
This parade also of up to 10,000 and was of members of
Veterans families, friends and members of the public all
paying their respects as they passed The Cenotaph. One
notable wreath inscribed “Remembering My Granddad Gordon Highlander Captain Keith Thompson,” was laid at
The Cenotaph by his granddaughter Karen Smith.
A short lunch break was taken at The Feathers, in
Broadway, before the short walk to The National Field of
Remembrance at Westminster Abbey, to be joined there
by The Queen’s Own Highlanders Association for our now
established combined short Service of Remembrance
which as always attracted much attention from the general
public and tourists. It was very much regretted that Padre
John Whitton wasn’t able to conduct the service this year
due to ill health. We wish him a speedy and full recovery.
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The Service was led by Col. Christopher Van der Noot
for The Gordons and Capt. Giles Neville for QO Hldrs.
Glen Lawson (QOHldrs Assoc) took the fine Panoramic
Photo below. They were for a while drowned out by a low
hovering “India 99” the Metropolitan Police helicopter and
security watch.
At the conclusion of The Service, a good number made
their way to London Scottish House (the new official
name of The London Scottish HQ) where a kind invitation
had been made for rest and bar facilities, followed by a
finger buffet tea with The London Scottish Company and
Association.

CYPRUS MEMORIAL SERVICE UK
After earlier drizzle, the sky cleared as some 200 Service
Veterans, their families and friends gathered at The Cyprus
Memorial Rock at The National Memorial Arboretum on
Sunday 19th August 2018 for the second Annual Memorial
Service in Remembrance of the 371 British Service Veterans
and 21 British Police Officers killed during The EOKA
Cyprus Emergency 1956-59. Thoughts were very much
for the 15 Gordon Highlanders included in those figures,
13 of whom died in or as a result of the Paphos forest fire
in the Troodos Mountains (Sunday 17th June 1956). The
Memorial Service was conducted by Padre Jason Clarke
(Padre to The Royal Medical Centre, Whittington Barracks,
Litchfield), who said that his father was a Cyprus Veteran
he therefore felt a personal connection with the occasion.
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Following the service, there was time to reminisce and
take photographs and mingle with former friends and
comrades. The proposed date of the Third Anniversary
Service is; Sunday 18th August 2019. The newly erected
(June 2018) Queen’s Own Highlanders Memorial is just a
stone’s throw from The Cyprus Memorial.
Brian Wildman.

100 LAST DAYS
AND THE GREAT PILGRIMAGE 90
Commencing on 8th August 1918 at Amiens, the series
of assaults by the British, Commonwealth, French, and
American forces, coordinated by Gen. Foch Supreme
Commander of The Western Front, brought the Allies
to Victory. In commemoration of those final 100 days
of conflict, in August this year The Royal British Legion
in conjunction with The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission organised the Service and Parade at Amiens
and The 100 Last Days Service and Parade at The Menin
Gate, together with The Great Pilgrimage 90 (90th
anniversary commemoration of The Battlefields Pilgrimage
of 1928). About 1,200 Regional Legion Standard Bearers
and a similar number of Wreath Layers marched on The
Menin Gate on Wednesday 8th August 2018. Gordon
Highlanders London Association Members in attendance;
Bob Harman, Stefan Gatward (Wreath Layer) and John
Spoore. Tony Rawlins and Steve Lovelock represented the
London Scottish - Tony as Standard Bearer and Steve as
Wreath Layer, both are GHLA Members and from further
afield, Mike Gerrie and Ally Ogg represented Turriff, as
Standard Bearer and wreath layer respectively.

Stefan Gatward (1st Battalion 1965-69) currently Treasurer
to the Kent County Branch of The Royal British Legion,
said that he was honoured in May of this year to be the
delegate at The Annual Conference in Belfast and proudly
marched through The City behind the Irish Pipe Band.
Later in the year, he visited France and Belgium and
marched on “GP 90” (the commemorative parade marking
the 90th anniversary of The Battlefields Pilgrimage of
1928). At The Menin Gate he laid a wreath on behalf of
the village of Shoreham in Kent. Shoreham holds the sad
distinction as the village that lost every male of service
age during The Great War. At ‘Grote Markt,’ the market
square in Ieper (Ypres), Stefan was interviewed on camera
for that evening’s television broadcast. He said that he
gave mention to The Regiment at every chance and had
worn his Regimental blazer, waistcoat, Glengarry and tie
(correctly knotted!) at all of these events.

GHLA OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 2018/2019
At the Annual General Meeting on Thursday 17th May 2018,
the Officers and Committee for the following year were
elected as:Chairman: Col. Christopher Van der Noot MBE
Hon. Treasurer: Lt. Col. David Barron, assisted by retiring
Treasurer, Mr. Hamish Johnston
Vice Chairman/Hon. Secretary: John Spoore RVM
Hon. Assistant Secretaries: Maj. Iain Stewart and Capt.
Charles Hay MVO
Welfare Officer: Mr Brian Sivyer
Luncheon Secretary: Mr Bob Harman
Committee: Maj. Peter Fox-Linton and Mr. Michael Smith

THANKS TO POPPY SCOTLAND
Lieutenant Colonel Tom Perkins MBE
Scots, Welsh & Irish Divisional
Lieutenant Colonel
Colonel Tom wrote the following Thank
You note to Poppy Scotland.
“I’m writing to thank you and your team
for providing the wreath (in the photo
below) for a family commemorative
event that took place on Sunday 11th
March 2018 near St Quentin in France.
My Great, Great Uncle – Major Maxwell
Forsyth DSO, MC was commissioned into
the 8th Gordon Highlanders in 1914. He
survived the Battle of Loos in 1915, was
awarded an MC at some stage during
the winter of 1915/16 at the Ypres Salient,
and then fought at The Somme in 1916.
In December 16, he was appointed
2nd in Command of 9th Cameronians
(Scottish Rifles) and 3 months later

was awarded the DSO for leading a
highly successful raid against a complex
German trench system near Arras. On
11th March 1918 during yet another night
raid near St Quentin (about 60 miles
south west of Arras) he was mortally
wounded and died at a Dressing Station
at Montescourt-Lizerolles, where he is
buried.
My Uncle and I wanted to mark the
Centenary to the day of his death.
Having the Poppy Scotland wreath
with me, embossed with his beloved
regimental capbadges (and my current
capbadge as a seving officer) to place at
his grave was immensely powerful. We
are really very grateful for the wreath
and hope you will pass on our thanks to
your team at the factory’.
With best wishes,
Tom Perkins
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GRAVE OF A SEAFORTH HIGHLANDER REDEDICATED
100 YEARS AFTER HE WAS KILLED IN WORLD WAR ONE
On 22 November 1918 the Ross-shire Journal described
Sergeant MacKenzie as ‘a singularly brave and intrepid
soldier’, going on to state that the 51st Division had few
more intrepid fighters than this fine, manly youth, from the
heart of the Highlands. His comrades will not forget him
today when Peace lightens the field of battle.

MacKenzie’s brothers, Donald and Kenneth, both of the
1st Battalion, The Cameron Highlanders who are both still
missing on the battlefields of Northern France.
A new headstone bearing Sergeant John MacKenzie’s
name has been provided by the CWGC, who will now care
for his final resting place in perpetuity.

The resting place of 21 year old Sergeant John MacKenzie
MM of 1/6th Battalion, The Seaforth Highlanders has been
marked one hundred years after his death in the Great
War. A rededication service took place on 27 March during
a moving ceremony at the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission (CWWG) Anneux British Cemetery near
Cambrai in Northern France.
Sergeant John MacKenzie enlisted at the outset of the First
World War and served throughout the conflict until he died
on 25 March 1918, shortly after the start of the German
Spring Offensive. He fought in the Capture of Beaumont
Hamel in 1916 and later that year was awarded the Military
Medal and French Croix de Guerre. Just prior to his death,
Sergeant MacKenzie was awarded a Bar to his Military
Medal.
The location of Sergeant MacKenzie’s grave was
discovered after painstaking research by his great nephew,
Ken MacDonald and his wife, Kath MacDonald. They
discovered that Sergeant Mackenzie had been taken
prisoner by the Germans. He later died of his wounds and
was buried in a mass grave in the village of Inchy-en-Artois.
After the war, his grave was moved to Anneux British
Cemetery, where he was buried as an ‘Unknown Soldier’.
With his whereabouts unknown, Sergeant Mackenzie was
commemorated on the Arras Memorial.

Lt Col Kieron Potts (SCOTS Regtl Sec), Kath & Ken MacDonald with the
Reverend Paul van Sittert and members of 4 SCOTS at the Service
Photo © crown copyright

Further research by the MOD’s JCCC was undertaken
to corroborate the evidence the family provided and
the identification of the ‘Unknown Soldier’ grave was
confirmed to be that of Sergeant John MacKenzie MM
Ken MacDonald said;
“Since my wife and I visited France 22 years ago and saw
John’s name on the Arras Memorial, we have never given
up hope of finding his grave. It feels today like one of my
three Great Uncles has come home. We’re very grateful to
the MOD’s JCCC and CWGC for arranging the rededication
service, and to the relatives of other Seaforth Highlanders
who joined us for the service.”
Ken and Kath were accompanied by his sister, Mary, and
four other family members in attending the service. Nine
members of the Royal Regiment of Scotland (4 SCOTS)
were present at the rededication service to remember
Sergeant MacKenzie. Also remembered were Sergeant
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Ken MacDonald lays a wreath at Sergeant John MacKenzie’s grave on
behalf of the family
Photo © crown copyright
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THE QUEEN’S OWN CAMERON HIGHLANDERS
THE CAMERON HIGHLANDERS COMMITTEE
Joint Conveners: Lt Col G Latham, Capt CJ MackintoshWalker
Members: Col RCV Hunt and Maj HHM Sutherland
(Chairman, The Cameron Highlanders Branch)
At their annual meeting The Queen’s Own Highlanders
Association Trustees approved grants to support events
organised by the Cameron Highlanders Branch of the
Association.

WELFARE ASSISTANCE FOR CAMERON
HIGHLANDERS

THE CAMERON HIGHLANDERS BRANCH
DINNER
The Annual Dinner of the Cameron Highlanders Branch
was held at the Crown Court Hotel, Inverness on Friday
4 May 2018. Maj Hamish Sutherland was in the Chair and
nearly 50 members and their families attended. Pipe
Major Richard Anderson, a member of the Regimental
Association Pipe Band played two sets of tunes after
dinner.

THE CAMERON HIGHLANDERS REUNION
LUNCH

Welfare cases for The Queen’s Own Highlanders (which
include former Cameron Highlanders) are now processed
by RHQ The Royal Regiment of Scotland, Edinburgh
Castle. Requests for financial support from Regimental
Association funds are then referred to the office of
the Queen’s Own Highlanders Association in Cameron
Barracks. The Queen’s Own Highlanders Association, which
incorporates the Cameron Highlanders Association funds,
can now provide up to a total of £18,000 each year to
support welfare cases.

After the 30th and final Lochaber Reunion Lunch last
year it was decided to perpetuate the event by holding
an annual lunch in Inverness on the same weekend. This
was held at the Crown Court Hotel on 27 October 2018.
Maj Hamish Sutherland was in the Chair and 50 Cameron
Highlanders and their families attended. After lunch a party
was taken by minibus to the Old High Church, Inverness
to visit the Cameron Highlanders Memorial Area, and the
five stands of Cameron Colours on display in the church.
A Cameron wreath was laid, and Pipe Major Richard
Anderson, a member of the Regimental Association Pipe
Band, played ‘Lochaber no more’.

THE CAMERON HIGHLANDERS BRANCH
OF THE QUEEN’S OWN HIGHLANDERS
REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION

THE CAMERON HIGHLANDERS OFFICERS
DINNER CLUB

Chairman & Treasurer: Maj HHM Sutherland
(Tel: 01463 231945)
Vice Chairman: Mr K MacLennan
Hon Chaplain: Revd A MacLennan
The Cameron Highlanders Branch of The Queen’s Own
Highlanders Association, established by Major George
Burns in 1996 as The Highland Branch of the Cameron
Highlanders Association, continues to flourish. The Branch
again held well-attended events during the past year.

The annual Luncheon of the Cameron Highlanders Officers
Dinner Club was held at the Drumossie Hotel Inverness
on Friday 1 June 2018. Lt Col Douglas Young was in the
Chair, and 32 Members and guests attended. The guest
of the club was Mr Patrick Gordon-Duff-Pennington OBE
who had carried the Regimental Colour on the Coronation
Parade 65 years earlier, and gave an entertaining account
of the occasion. Maj Alec Rose gave an interesting briefing
on the recent activities of C Company 51st Highland
Volunteers, 7 SCOTS.
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THE LUNCH OF THE CAMERON HIGHLANDERS BRANCH
Some scenes from the Cameron Highlanders Branch Autumn Lunch held at the Crown Court Hotel, Inverness
on 27 October 2018

The Chairman prepares for the loyal toasts
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Lt Col Charlie Miller receives a special bottle of ‘cough mixture’ for his work
for the Branch in the Lothians
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THE RE-DEDICATION OF THE DORES WAR MEMORIAL
The Cameron Branch was well represented at the rededication of the Dores War Memorial after extensive
repairs. Mr Donnie Mackintosh laid a wreath on behalf of
the Cameron Highlanders.

Mr Donnie Mackintosh lays the Cameron Branch wreath

The project was arranged by Mr Iain Cameron of Aldourie,
grandson of Capt Alan Cameron who was killed serving
with the 1st Camerons in the Cave disaster in August 1914.

Messrs Neil Fraser, Simon Forsyth and
PM Andrew Venters

Mr Jake Urquhart

WHEN THE BATTLE IS O’ER - 1918-2018
‘Hostilities will cease at 11 am on the 11th November’.
‘All that morning of the 11th of November, the guns crashed and battered with
their customary thunderous roar as if in protest that the end of the war had
come, and as though an armistice was the last thing in the world that could
happen....... till on the stroke of the eleventh hour the sounds of war ceased
abruptly, succeeded by The Great Silence.’
(From ‘Memoir of a Tommy’, an account of the Great War by 12768 Cpl John
Jackson of the 1st Bn The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders, published by
Tempus in 2004.)

Mr Kenny McLennan lays a Cameron Highlanders
wreath by the Martinpuich Cross

Visit to the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders
Colours and Memorials In the Old High Church,
Inverness, 28 October 2018

The Cross erected in September 1916 by the
Pioneers of the 6th Camerons at Martinpuich on
the Somme with labels bearing the names of the
37 members of the battalion killed in the capture
of of the village. The battalion recovered the
Cross after the Armistice and brought it home to
the Old High Church, Inverness
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4 CAMERONS – DUNKIRK JUN 1940

The follow article has kindly been presented by Hugh
Murray with the able assistance of Isabel Murray (who
typed up the War Diary notes) of Captain William Kenneth
Reay Murray who was a Company Commander with 4
Camerons in Jun 1940 as they retreated towards St Valery.

DIARY AND CHRONICLE FROM 7/6/1940
June 7th. The Reinforcements from the 4th Battalion – 4
officers & 165 men from Le Mans reached Oiselles station
East of Rouen at 0200hrs. We were moved by Motor
Transport through Rouen to the Foret d’Arques, 6 miles
east of and inland from Dieppe. This journey took 31⁄2
hours with lorry’s moving at 200 yard interval. The latter
end of the column was attacked by dive bombers and 2
officers and 7 men of the Seaforth never joined their unit
before eventual capture – their fate is so far not known.
The reinforcements for the Division remained in the Foret
d’Arques area taking cover from air raid for 36 hours. This
period was uneventful except for 1⁄2 hour during the night
of the 7th when sporadic rifle fire broke out about 1⁄2 a mile
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to our front. This eventually proved to be an ammunition
truck set on fire by a petrol cooker which had been lit and
exploded alongside it!
At dusk on 8th Jun the 4th Cameron reinforcements were
ordered to move by march route to Arques la Bataille. On
our way a Dispatch rider brought orders to march on to
Machonville a suburb 1 mile inland from Dieppe. Owing to
diversions and blown bridges we covered 10 miles in this
move. We arrived at 2300hrs and took up night outpost
positions, south of the main road and railway. (8th June).
At dawn orders were received to occupy the broad valley
of the Bethune and prevent the enemy crossing. The
river was impassable to A.F.U.S. The Company, 170 strong
formed 4 platoons and was in position by 1000hrs. The
position was a good one with excellent fields of fire. There
was a certain amount of aerial activity during the day but
no contact with the enemy. The 2nd Seaforth were on my
left, their Right Company commanded by Godfrey Murray
and on my right was the 4th Seaforth, their Left Company
commanded by Pat Munro, the latter I contacted in the late
afternoon at his HQ, a café on the Dieppe side of Arques.
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My rear HQ was in a house above the railway station with
an advance HQ across the railway, to be used in the event
of an attack. The occupants of the house left at daybreak
and gave me the key, pathetically asked me to take or
use anything I wanted rather than let the Germans have
their pick. Actually I used some wine and cider and took
eggs and strawberries from the garden. In the evening I
listened to the British news broadcast. At 2000hrs after a
very warm day spent largely taking cover from air raids I
received orders that the 4th Seaforth would take over my
sector and this was affected eventually at 0230hrs. Shortly
before this the railway bridge over the Bethune River was
blown, the blast was such that although 11⁄2 miles away
several windows in my house were blown in.
9th Jun. The Battalion rendezvous was 3 miles south of the
river and during the morning we marched steadily south
to Ouville. Very warm and the lack of training beginning
to tell on the reinforcements. After dinner in Ouville and a
very fortifying lunch in a large Chateau for the officers, the
Battalion was reorganised and my 170 strong Company
divided into 2 thus making 4 companies again. A defensive
position to hold the river was taken up with the Bn holding
a front of nearly 2 miles. Very little depth was possible.
I made my Company HQ in a small cottage and had a
good high tea of 2 chicken eggs and lettuce, all from the
garden. I, with difficulty destroyed a footbridge in front
of my position with hand grenades. The Company trucks
were also re-allotted during the afternoon and mine was
full of poor Dubbie Fincastle’s belongings. This I destroyed
by fire as were all our kilts that afternoon. I kept only
Dubbie’s kilt, which I thought I might be able to get home.
By this time we realised that it was intended to embark
at Le Havre, if we could reach it or else at Fecamp or St
Valery. Just as we were settling down for night outposts,
orders came through to embus at 2130hrs in Ouville. The
column started about an hour behind schedule and a
nightmare journey began. For the first 8 or so miles all
went well and we moved at a good pace along the Route
Nationale. The column halted suddenly and after 1⁄4 of an
hour I went forward to find a conference between French
and British Officers in the centre of a village. It appeared
that the Commanding Officer Ronnie MacIntosh-Walker
and Derek Lang with 8 carriers had gone ahead and
that the column was broken. I was then invited to act as
column leader and we started off on our original route – I
travelled in one of the 3 remaining carriers. This delay
meant that we lost our position and became entangled
in the Divisional Ammunition Park Column. From thence
onwards until we reached Neville our destination and
delays were interminable. Every time the column halted
the drivers of vehicles would fall asleep, this resulted in
part of the column moving forward with a gap, headed
by a stationary column full of sleeping men including the
drivers. I went up and down the column either on foot or
in my carrier punching the faces of drivers as hard as I
could – the only method of waking them up. Eventually
we arrived at Neville our rendezvous, where we found the
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missing Battalion HQ. Whilst waiting for my Company
to have breakfast I talked to the Cure (Parish Priest) of
the Parish Church and went inside for a short time with
him – this at 5 in the morning. As we passed through the
village 20 hours later this Church was a gutted ruin and
one of a few building damaged by shellfire that day. So
much for the German boast that all churches would be
spared. This was the first time that I had seen an instance
of wanton German destruction, and my heart was sore for
that old French pastor and his beautiful church. At 0730hrs
we moved out south from the village advancing in open
formation through the breast high crops. The Bn occupied
a front of 11⁄2 miles facing south and astride the CanyNeville road. The morning was quiet except for regular
Boche reconnaissance planes which our Bofors were very
unsuccessful at hitting. At about 11, I went over to liaise
with the Gordons on our right and found John Stanfield.
He wanted me to come back during the afternoon to
explore the big chateau in his sector. This never took place
as by 1300hrs it was ablaze. Except for occasional machine
gun fire in the afternoon and then after dark some 30 or
40 French shell which landed in the Battalion position we
were unmolested all day. Very different from the Gordons
and Seaforth on our right who bore the brunt of several
heavy attacks, the progress of which we were near enough
to see. Our position lay between the British batteries and
those of the enemy and all afternoon shells were passing
over us; as far as I could see this fire was directed from an
Observation Post north of Neville, which searched out all
the farms & houses south of the river. During the afternoon
and evening these were all ablaze. About 2100hrs heavy
machine gun fire from our own front commenced but
from the high percentage of tracer I could see that it was
10 to 12 feet above us. This made me wonder if we had
been successful in avoiding being spotted during the
day by German recce machine as this fire was coming
down on the ridge 500-600 yards to our rear. At 2315hrs
in the gloaming (twilight) the orders to move back to
rendezvous at Battalion HQ were received. Through luck
and perhaps foresight I was able to make this on time; 2
of the companies were late in coming in. Our embossment
was carried out without a hitch. Alongside the bus column,
separated by the graveyard was the gutted shell of the
main church of Neville the walls were standing and the
inside was glowing hot. This building was one of the few
hit by German shellfire during the day. It seemed as though
the Cure, to whom I had spoken that same morning and
with whom I had gone into the church whilst my Company
had breakfast, felt an intuition something of this kind
might happen. From its position and the fact that so few
buildings suffered in the village that church was certainly
made a deliberate target for the enemy guns.
Ever since the early afternoon we had seen and heard from
our position of South of Neville, the bombardment of St
Valery from land and air and we realised from the glare
that a large portion of the town must be in flames. Our
move as far as the railway station in Motor Transport was
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uneventful and here we debussed and set about destroying
our vehicles and received orders that all weapons
especially anti-tank rifles were to be kept. I ensured as far
as possible that the 6 which my Company possessed were
in the hands of lads likely to make the boats. Up until this
point most of us expected to be taken off, (rescued) if not
within the next 2 hours before dawn. A representative from
Divisional HQ appeared and informed us that the British
troops would embark from the east beaches and the
French from the west. The Navy were out of sight of land
and seemed unlikely to play.
However, our obvious course was to make towards the
West beach. Ronnie MacIntosh Walker and Derek Lang
went ahead and I brought along the Battalion - about
350 strong. We crossed the river and then marched along
the street with houses on our right and the muddy river
estuary on our left. Just before we came into sight of the
town square, round which all the buildings were alight, I
met the Commanding Officer who said that the South exit
to the square was under occasional machine gun fire from
enemy A.V.S on the high ground above the western side of
the harbour. He suggested that we got the Battalion under
cover and ourselves reconnoitre to see if it were possible to
get the Battalion down to the beaches through the burning
town.
We agreed to meet again in 1⁄2 an hour where we left the
Battalion. I reached the town square successfully doubling
across the two streets under fire choosing a moment when
burning timber or house walls were falling and thus being
hidden. I reached the beach and found it crowded with
French and British troops and a lot of wounded. The beach
and the sea for about 300 – 400 yards was under shell fire
– the Germans not being able to see through the smoke
and flames fired salvoes evidently with the expectation
that embarkation might be attempted at any time. After
some 20 minutes or so I made my way back through the
inferno now not so violent and picked up someone in the
unit who showed me where the Battalion were sheltering
both from machine gun fire which was expected at dawn
and from rain which had begun to fall heavily. At dawn
orders were received to take up a position on the southern
outskirts of the town, with the idea of general defence
for the evacuation of the wounded and 2nd line troops.
As this stage so far as I knew, evacuation on an organised
scale was still on the cards probably as soon as nightfall. I
brought up the rear of the Battalion collecting stragglers
and laying hands on any automatic weapons and AntiTank rifles that I could find. On my way through the town
with some 15 men two of whom were slightly wounded
and with some 7 or 8 Anti-Tank rifles I met the Divisional
Commander standing by himself at the gateway of what I
supposed was his Divisional HQ. He seemed in good heart
and cheered me on my way explaining how he thought we
should occupy our position. Our route lay up the road back
to Neville down which we had come 7 hours before. At the
road fork absolute chaos reigned, the roads were packed
with 8 stationary vehicles most of them spiked and the
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ditches full of sleeping or wounded soldiers many of them
French. All this time the rain was streaming down. Stanley
Hill and Bertie Macleay had got those of the Battalion
available down along a sunken road. There was no sign of
Ronnie Mackintosh-Walker or Derek Lang although most
of the rest of the Battalion HQ were there. It transpired
later that these two had again gone down to the beaches
at dawn. In the sunken road the time now being 0700hrs
there were 250 of the Battalion. Intermittent mortar fire
and shrapnel was gradually increasing in intensity, but
although it sounded close and the burst very loud only
three men in my Company received minor splinter injuries.
After a while I received orders to pull out all my L.A.s and
Anti-Tank rifles with skeleton crews into positions in the
close country south of the sunken road. The positions were
to be close to the covered road consequently the fields of
fire were very poor. Although at the time I was worried at
the possibility of infiltration to within 150 yards of the guns
through the wood in front, I realised later that the chances
of an infantry attack were negligible. At about 1000hrs
the guns and mortars ceased firing almost completely,
this being the time when the French Corps Commander,
Commanding the Allied force, capitulated. Shortly after
this, unconfirmed rumours reached us that the British and
French had surrendered and up till then frankly such a
possibility had not occurred to me. I went along the road
some 300 yards to the fork to find the confusion even
worse. From there I moved up the Neville road to try and
get a side view of my position, but I found that another
wood blocked my view. At this point of the road there
was a narrow roadway between the lines of spiked trucks
and lorry’s sufficient to allow enemy Armoured Fighting
Vehicles through.
WKRM
9/6/40
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THE CORONATION PARADE - 2ND JUNE 1953
Photos were taken by a youthful Angus Fairrie, 65 years
ago outside the Naval & Military Club (The In & Out)

The State Coach carrying HM The Queen and HRH Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh passes down Piccadilly towards Hyde Park Corner

before he reported for duty as a Recruit at Cameron
Barracks the following week.

The Regimental contingents (from right to left) The Parachute Regt,
The Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders, The Royal Irish Fusiliers,
The Royal Ulster Rifles, The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders,
The Gordon Highlanders, The Seaforth Highlanders
The Highland Light Infantry, etc.

QUEEN’S OWN CAMERON HIGHLANDERS - PIPERS
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THE LIVERPOOL SCOTTISH
Chairman: Major Roy Boardman TD
Secretary: Major Billy Weir
Standard Bearer: Keith McCarthy
Pipe Major: James Axon
Committee Members: Bobby Lynch, John Pollock, Tommy
Savage, Mick Johnson, WO2 Billy Jones, Mark McGinn,
Mick Molyneux
The Association has again taken part in many events to
mark the centenary of the final year of the First World War.
In April we marked the determined defence of the line by
the 55th (West Lancs) Division at the Battle of Givenchy
when the German Army launched their last major assault
of the First World War. The Liverpool Scottish were
serving with the 55th Division at the time and received a
commendation for their contribution from the Divisional
Commander. Sir Douglas Haig also commended the work
of the Division. The Battle was commemorated with a
service at the Liverpool Anglican Cathedral where a wreath
was laid at the 55th Division memorial. A wreath was also
laid at the 55th Division Memorial in Givenchy.

Lpl Scot Party at NMA 16 Jun 18

A party of 30 Liverpool Jocks were delighted to join
former comrades from the Queens Own Highlanders at
the unveiling of their memorial at the National Memorial
Arboretum on 16th June. From 1937 The Liverpool Scottish
were a battalion of the Queens Own Cameron Highlanders
who provided the Permanent Staff. This link continued
upon formation of the Queens Own Highlanders and
we were extremely pleased to be able to mark our long
association with the Regiment by attending the unveiling.
As usual, we marked our Regimental Day, Hooge Day, the
following day at our Memorial stone in St Johns Gardens,
Liverpool and then held our Annual General Meeting at the
Britannia Adelphi Hotel.

Villagers at 2nd Bn Memorial Cairn Bois Grenier 29 Jun 18

A memorial cairn is situated in Bois Grenier in France and
the cairn commemorates the activities of our Second
Battalion in that area during WW1. We were delighted
when villagers placed a wreath at the cairn on 29th June,
which was the anniversary of a large trench raid carried
out by a Company of the 2nd Battalion. The raid was led
55th Div Memorial Liverpool Cathedral

108

THE HIGHLANDER

REGIMENTAL REPORTS

by Captain Alan Dickinson, later awarded an MC for the
action, and has forever afterwards been known as ‘Dicky’s
Dash’.

John Pollock Jay Axon LL Certs
AFD 18 Liv Scot Contingent

On the following day, a very hot day, a strong contingent
of Liverpool Jocks participated in the Armed Forces Day
celebrations in Liverpool City Centre.

Later that month, long serving Liverpool Scot and
Committee member John Pollock received his Lord
Lieutenants Certificate for dedication and service to the
cadet forces at Liverpool Town Hall. Pipe Major Jay Axon
also belatedly received his certificate at the same event as
he had been unable to attend the 2017 ceremony.

Chinese Labour Corps Commemoration

Piper Kenny Whittaker at May Wylie Grave

The Association was made aware of the upcoming
centenary of the death of Mary Wylie. Mary had been
serving as a ‘Worker’ with the 3rd Battalion, Liverpool
Scottish in Oswestry in 1918 when she was taken ill and
died. Her funeral procession was led by the Pipes & Drums
of the Liverpool Scottish when her body was returned to
Liverpool and she was buried in Anfield Cemetery. On 9th
July the Chairman and Piper Kenny Whittaker held a short
service of remembrance at her graveside.

In August Pipe Major Jay Axon and Pipers Kenny Whittaker
and Liam Monaghan were present in Anfield Cemetery to
provide musical accompaniment when the Lord Lieutenant
of Merseyside and Civic dignitaries paid tribute to five
members of the Chinese Labour Corps who were buried
there. The Chinese Labour Corps had been recruited to
provide frontline support to the Armed Forces during
the First World War and many had given their lives in the
service of the United Kingdom.
We held our Annual Reunion at the Adelphi Hotel on Friday
26th October with 130 members and guests in attendance.
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Our Chief Guest was Colonel Alex Murdoch TD, late Black
Watch, who had been Commanding Officer of 1st Battalion,
51st Highland Volunteers in the early eighties when V (The
Liverpool Scottish) Company formed part of that battalion.
We were also delighted to welcome a party of London
Jocks to the reunion which included the Fay brothers, Mark
Ormiston and Martin Felstead. They had all served with G
(London Scottish) Company when that company had also
been part of the Battalion under Colonel Murdoch. John
Hewitt, late Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders, and former
2IC of the Battalion was also in attendance.

Liv Scot Contingent Armistice Day 2018

A large contingent of Association Members paraded on the
plateau in front of St Georges Hall for the City of Liverpool
Armistice Centenary Service and Parade. The ceremony
was enhanced by the honour guard for the Cenotaph
being formed of serving soldiers dressed in WW1 uniform.
This gesture added to the poignancy of the event.
The final event of 2018 will be a gala dinner to celebrate
St Andrews Day which is being held to raise funds for a
memorial to be erected to the Liverpool Scottish at the
National Memorial Arboretum.

WO Halvorsen receives Order of Merit

John Pollock receives President’s Certificate

The Association made two awards during the course of
the evening, the first was the President’s Certificate of
Appreciation which was presented to former W01 (ACF)
John Pollock for over 55 years service to the Liverpool
Scottish in many forms and the second was the Liverpool
Scottish Order of Merit to WO2 Stephen Halvorsen for his
outstanding contribution to the reputation of the Liverpool
Scottish and his outstanding contribution to the wellbeing
of unit members over many years.
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Membership of the Liverpool Scottish Regimental
Association remains strong and we remain committed to
keeping the history and traditions of the Regiment and the
memory of our forebears alive for as long as possible.
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OLD ENOUGH TO KNOW BETTER
Lt Col (Retd) Kevin Wood (Woody) and Capt Mick Whyte
(both late Gordons and Highlanders) who are approaching
their 60th birthdays ventured out this Summer to the
mountains of Switzerland to pursue their downhill biking
addiction.

Here are a few of their photos capturing some of the
highlights of their six-day homage to the sport.
Well done lads!

Woody trying to stay on!

Mick Heading Up the Chatel Lift for another run!

Lunch Al Fresco Swiss

6 days completed Mick and Kev still in one piece
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SPRING GOLF RESULTS
FORRES GOLF CLUB SPRING MEETING 2018
TROPHY

PLACING

NAME

THE CAMPBELL CUP
BEST SCRATCH

WINNER

A DUFFUS

RUNNER UP

K SCOTT

WINNER

M ARMSTRONG

RUNNER UP

C BLAIR

THE MCAUSLAND QUAICH
TA OR CADET (BEST NET)

WINNER

GD INSCH

THE INTER DEPOT CUP
STABLEFORD (MORNING)

WINNER

J MacDONALD

RUNNER UP

J LEASK

WINNER

H YOUNG

WINNER

M DUFFUS
M ARTMSTRONG

RUNNER UP

K GRAY
G GRANT

WOODEN SPOON

WINNER

J LEASK

GUEST PRIZE BEST GROSS

WINNER

D BOOTH

RUNNER UP

G GRANT

WINNER

K GRAY

RUNNER UP

C FALCONER

THE ABERDEEN QUAICH
BEST NET

THE VETERAN’S MUG
BEST GROSS
THE QUEEN’S OWN CAMERON HIGHLANDERS

GUEST PRIZE BEST NET
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AUTUMN GOLF RESULTS
ABOYNE GOLF CLUB AUTUMN MEETING 2017
TROPHY

PLACING

NAME

TWO’S (£5.50 EACH)

WINNERS

C MCMASTER
K WEDGE (GUEST)
J WILKIE

LONGEST DRIVE ON THE 9TH

WINNER

W LOGIE

NEAREST PIN ON THE 4TH

WINNER

J WILKIE

WOODEN SPOON

WINNER

J MAYBURY

STABLEFORD

WINNER

J WILKIE

LOWEST NET

WINNER

J LEASK

VERNON NICOLL TROPHY
(LOWEST SPRING/AUTUMN AGG)

WINNER

J LEASK

BEST SCRATCH

WINNER

A DUFFUS

BEST GUEST - NET

WINNER

M SHERIDAN

BEST GUEST - SCRATCH

WINNER

K WEDGE

9 HOLE TEXAS SCRAMBLE

1ST

A LESLIE-MELVILLE, J McHARDY,
A DUFFUS

2ND

G GEORGE, R COSTELLO, P PRATT

3RD

A BURNETT, K WEDGE
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Angus MacDonald a former Queen’s Own
Highlander, very successful entrepteur
and writer has produced a sequel to
Ardnish was Home.
We Fought for Ardnish is an intense and
bittersweet love story set during World
War Two.
Ficton – Published by Birlinn Ltd
ISBN 9781780275055 available now.

HIGHLAND and LOWLAND
BRIGADES’ CLUB

Serving and Retired ‘SCOTS’ Officers are eligible to join the H&LBC
Contact Lt Col RM Riddell
Balhousie Castle, Hay St, Perth PH1 5HR
Tel: 01738 444909 Mob: 07969 518173
Email: randjriddell@gmail.com
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OBITUARIES
We extend our deepest sympathies to family and friends of all the names
listed on the following pages
LT COL REC ADAM (RONNIE)
Ronald Adam was born on 12 September 1927 and died in
August 2018 aged 91 years.
Ronnie joined the Army in September 1945 and was
commissioned into the Seaforth Highlanders in November
1946.
Much of his early career was spent with the Parachute
Regiment (2 PARA) in both the UK, BAOR and MELF
(Cyprus) until April 1952.
He returned to 1 Seaforth (UK then BAOR) and served as
Adjutant until February 1954, when he was posted to the
Seaforth Depot (Fort George) as Adjutant until February
1956. He returned to 1 Seaforth in Gibraltar and Minden
(BAOR) March 1956 until May 1959.
Ronnie was then posted to Mon’s Officers Cadet School
(Aldershot) until September 1960. A posting as GSO3 No2
in the War office (London) followed until February 1962.
On 7 February 1962, he was transferred to the Queen’s
Own Highlanders (on amalgamation) and went with the
Battalion to Singapore and Borneo until October 1963.
On return he was posted to Warminster as an instructor on
PCBC until January 1965.
As a Major Ronnie was posted as the GSO2 Salisbury Plain
Sub District UK (Bulford) until December 1966 followed by
a Project Officers job at Warminster before promotion to
Lt Col in July 1967.
Ronnie then fulfilled a number of staff appointments as
GSO1, AFCENT Belgium, MA to Brigadier EPS (GSO1)
Belgium, GSOII(W) Defence Int Staff Directorate UK, GSOII
HQ Highland Area (UK-Perth) and finally GSO1 SHAPEBelgium.
Ronnie retired in September 1977.
MRS TJ AMIES
Mrs Clare Amies died on 29 December 2017. She was the
widow of Mr Timothy Amies who served as a National
Service Officer in the 1st Camerons in Dover in 1958 and
who died in 2016.
MR DAVID HSA ANDERSON
Mr David Anderson died on 11 April 2018. The son of a
Major FSA Anderson of the Cameron Highlanders, he
was educated at Cheltenham College and was granted
a National Service Commission in The Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders on 16 August 1950. Having joined
the 1st Cameron’s in Tripoli in 1951 he was posted to Korea,
serving in action with 1st A&SH and 1st KOSB. He later held
a TA Commission and served with the 4th/5th Camerons
until joining the RARO in 1955.

CPL JOHN ANDERSON
John Anderson was born on 14 March 1934 and died on 14
May 2018 aged 84 years.
John served in 1 Gordons in Malaya from 1951-54.
PTE JAMES ARTHUR
James was born on 26 May 1939 and died on 3 November
2018 aged 79 years.
He served with The Gordon Highlanders during National
Service 1959-61 in BAOR, West Germany.
MR IAIN BAIN
Iain Bain who served with the Seaforth Highlanders from
1952-54 died in 2018.
MR KENNETH BANKS
Kenneth Banks who served with the Queen’s Own
Highlanders died on 24 October 2018.
MAJ JM BARBER
Maj James ‘Jamie’ Barber died at St Andrews on 28
December 2017 aged 85 years. He was born in Edinburgh,
the son of Lt Gen Sir Colin Barber KBE, CB, DSO of the
Cameron Highlanders and was educated in Uppingham
and the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, being granted
a Regular Commission in The Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders on 6 February 1953. He served with the 1st
Camerons in Austria, Germany and Elgin and received
the Queen’s Colour when HM The Queen presented
new Colours to the 1st Camerons at Balmoral in 1955. He
commanded the Mortar Platoon in Korea until posted
to the Depot Camerons as a training officer in 1956. He
returned to the 1st Camerons as Signals Officer in Dover
and Edinburgh and with the 1st Queen’s Own Highlanders
in Singapore. In 1962-63 he was an Instructor at the RMA
Sandhurst and then attended the Indian Staff College.
After serving as GSO 2 at HQ Scotland, he returned in
1966 to 1 QO Hldrs as OC B Company in Berlin. His final
appointment was a GSO 2 in Perth. Having retired in 1970
he joined the staff of the Jockey Club and later became
Director of Racing at the Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club
and Secretary General of the Asian Racing Conference.
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MR RJ BEATON
Mr Robert James Beaton died at Inverness on 3 August
2018 aged 84. A joiner to trade, he was called up for
National Service and joined The Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders on 4 August 1955 (No 23163040). After
recruit training at the Depot Camerons he joined the 1st
Camerons, serving in Korea and Aden. He was a keen
footballer who played for several Inverness teams.
MR PA BLACK
Mr Peter Black died in Inverness in 2018 aged 98. He joined
the Territorial in 1938 as a driver in the RASC (No 68070)
and went to France with the 51st Highland Division Supply
Column which supported the 4th Camerons TA. He was
taken Prisoner of War with the 4th Camerons at St Valeryen-Caux in June 1940. He became an Associate Member of
the Cameron Highlanders Regimental Association in 1997
and regularly attended Branch events.
LCPL JAMES IAN BONNER
James (Jim) Bonner was born on 15 February 1947 and
died on 3 June 2018 aged 71 years.
Jim served in 1 Gordons from 1964-76 spending the
majority of his service in the MT Platoon and working with
the Battalions’ REME LAD as a supplementary mechanic.
He left the Army on returning from Singapore to run a
building maintenance business in the NE of Scotland.
MRS JUDITH BROCKLEHURST
Judith Brocklehurst, wife of Maj Geoff Brocklehurst MC
SCOTS, died on 5 December 2018 after a 5-year battle with
cancer. Our thoughts and best wishes go out to Geoff, Wilf,
Toby, Pippa and the family at this difficult time.
MR WILLIAM JOHN BROWN
Bill Brown was born in Garmond, Aberdeenshire in 1927
and died on 6 October 2017 aged 90 years.
Bill served with The Gordon Highlanders and rose to the
rank of Sergeant before he was demobbed. Whilst serving
at Fort George he joined the Freemasons an organisation
that would shape his life. On leaving the Army he settled
in Corby and worked for British Steel, then in the building
trade and latterly for his local Council.
Bill was a leading light in St Giles Masonic Lodge and
Chairman of the Grampian Association and an active
member of the Royal British Legion and Gordon
Highlanders London Association.
MR J BYRNE
Mr John Byrne died in Edinburgh in early 2018 aged 80.
He came from Edinburgh and was a tiler to trade. He was
called up for National Service and joined The Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders (No 23514918) in 1958. He served
with the Signals Platoon of the 1st Camerons in Dover.
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MR THOMAS (TOM) CUNARD CHARRINGTON
Tom Charrington was born on 4 August 1938 and died on 11
February 2018 aged 79 years.
Tom was a National Service Gordon Highlander from 9 May
1957 to 9 May 1959. He spent 8 months at Bridge of Don, 3
months at Eaton Hall and a month at Mons Officer Cadet
School before joining the Battalion as 2Lt Charrington in
Kearney, Kent (Nr Dover).
Tom accompanied the Battalion to Celle in Germany where
he spent a very happy year. Tom’s brother Nick also served
in the Battalion in Cyprus, but he died in 2016.
Tom was a member of the Gordon Highlanders Officer
Dinner Club.
24211424 PTE EDDIE CHORLEY
Eddie Chorley passed out of the Scottish Infantry Depot,
Glencorse in October 1970 as a member of Burma Squad.
Before signing on he came from Johnstone where he was a
time-served joiner.
Eddie served with the Queen’s Own Highlanders in
Edinburgh, BAOR and Northern Ireland, mostly with the
Bonny B. It was whilst serving with the Battalion that he
passed his HGV test.
When he was demobbed he quickly found work as a joiner
with the local Council and after successfully re-sitting his
HGV exam which had by that time ran out, subsequently
found work as a driver.
Although he lived on the west coast of Scotland he was
a regular attender at the Edinburgh Branch where he
enjoyed meeting up with old comrades at social functions
and marching on Armed Forces Day.
Eddie passed away peacefully and quite unexpectedly in
his sleep on 5 October 2018. He was 67 years old.
He was an extremely well-liked and respected member of
the Regimental Association and will be very much missed
by all who knew him.
MR EDWARD L CINGEL
Edward Cingel who served with the Seaforth Highlanders
died in 2018.
MR BRUCE COCHRANE
Bruce Cochrane died on 13 February 2018. He was a very
proud supporter of the Gordon Highlanders, the Museum
and a long-standing Trustee, he will be sorely missed.
MR ROBERT MCDOWALL COLE
Robert (Bob) Cole died suddenly on 20 December. Known
by is Army colleagues as ‘Nat’ he served with the Gordon
Highlanders from the 1960-1980’s.

THE HIGHLANDER

MAJ GEN ARCHIBALD RAE CORNOCK CB OBE
General “Rae” Cornock was born on 4 May 1920 and died
on 27 April 2018 aged 97 years.
He was commissioned into the London Scottish in 1938/39
and took part in the first land actions of WW2 as Mortar
Platoon Commander, capturing the German ship SS
Pomona in London Dock 5 minutes after war was declared.
He went on to be a Company Commander with the
Mahratta Light Infantry (senior Light Infantry Regt) of
the Indian Army from 1940-43 seeing action in the NW
Frontier, SE Asia, North Africa and Italy.
After WW2, General Cornock went on to serve with the
Indian Navy before being posted to the Gordons Depot at
Bridge of Don, Aberdeen in 1947. A talented athlete he was
then posted to 1 Gordons in West Germany 1948-49 where
he coached the Gordon Athletics Team where they won
the Highland Bde Championships in Duisburg and Inter
Services Championships in Berlin.
General Cornock then transferred to the RAOC and forged
a very successful career 1950-75 in logistics, retiring
on 27 August 1975 as Major General – Director of Army
Quartering. He was a much-respected member of the
Gordon Highlanders London Association, The Highland
Bde Club and Gordon’s Officers Dinner Club.
MR JOHN COUGHTRIE
John Coughtrie was born on 6 May 1955 and died of a
heart attack on 29 January 2018 aged 63 years.
John served with 1 Gordons from 1973 – 1983 and was best
known as a Regimental Chef.
MR JOHN (JAKE) DAVIDSON DANIEL
Jake was born on 7 October 1935 and died on 19 August
2018 aged 82 years.
He served with The Gordon Highlanders August 1955August 1957 and attained the rank of Lance Corporal. He
was a Cyprus veteran. Before and after his National Service
he worked as a farmhand. He was made redundant when
the farm went into liquidation and moved to a security job
until he retired in 2002.
He married firstly in 1954. The marriage was dissolved in
1975. He remarried in 1984 to Isabella (née Slater). His wife
survives him. Jake was the son in law of the later Major
George Slater, Gordon Highlanders.
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Canada, Kenya and Germany (Fallingbostel).
Iain retired as a Sgt in 2005 and went on to work in the Oil
Industry in Aberdeen and latterly as an Adult Instructor/
Staff with 2 Highlanders ACF in Aberdeenshire.
MR A DON
Mr Alexander Don died at Tomatin on 2 February 2018
aged 77. Having been called up for National Service he
joined The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders in May 1954
(No 23031361) and served with the 1st Camerons in BAOR,
Elgin and Korea. After his release in 1956 he became a
game keeper at Tomatin and was a regular attender at
Regimental Association events.
MR TS DOUGHTY
Mr Thomas Sidney ‘Tam’ Doughty died on 13 February 2018
in Edinburgh, aged 78. Born in Glasgow, he enlisted as a
Regular in The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders on 13
May 1957 and joined the 1st Camerons in Dover. After the
Amalgamation in 1961 he served with the 1st Bn Queen’s
Own Highlanders in Singapore, Borneo, Brunei, BAOR and
Northern Ireland. He was a long service member of the
Mortar Platoon. He later served with the Infantry Trials
and Development Unit at Warminster. After retiring as a
Colour Sergeant in 1982, he worked at the Royal British
Legion Scotland Poppy Factory in Edinburgh and settled in
Musselburgh.
MR STEVEN DRUMMOND
Essex Police have informed the Gordon Highlanders
Association that Steven Drummond, who served with The
Gordon Highlanders 1979-84 has been found dead as a
homeless rough sleeper in Rochford, Essex. Our thoughts
are with his family.
CSGT IAN DUFF
Ian Duff was born on 3 October 1955 and died on 7
November 2018 aged 63 years.
He served with The Gordon Highlanders from 24 October
1974 to 26 October 1996 in Singapore, Northern Ireland (5
Tours), Cyprus, Germany, Zimbabwe and the Falklands.

MR IAIN GLENN (FITZY) DAVIDSON
Iain Davidson was born on 31 January 1962 and died on 3
May 2018 aged 56 years.
He joined the Army - Gordon Highlanders in 1982 joining
D Coy and served with them in Germany (Hemer),
Scotland, Kenya and NI (Armagh and Crossmaglen) before
becoming a Highlander (Seaforth Gordons & Camerons)
in September 1994. With them he served in C Coy Mortar
Pl in Scotland, NI (Londonderry), England (Catterick),
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MR LAWRENCE WILLIAM EDMUNDSON TF
Bill Edmundson was born in York in December 1948 and
died on 28 October 2017 aged 67 years.
Bill attended King Edward VI Grammar School, Morpeth
where he was a model student and sportsman. He joined
the school’s Army Cadet Force which would inspire him
in later years. After University, he moved to London and
in 1970 joined G (the London Scottish) Coy 51st Highland
Volunteers serving in the Anti-Tank Platoon. In 1974 he
undertook a short term Regular Army engagement as an
Officer in the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers serving in NI and
with the UN in Cyprus. On reaching the rank of Captain he
transferred to London UOTC and then to Cambridge UOTC.
He was a member of the London Scottish Regimental
Association and Gordon Highlander London Association
where he was a regular attender.
MR CM FLEMING
Mr Christopher M Fleming died on 15 September 2018
aged 81. The stepson of Lt Col James Thomson MBE TD
who commanded the 2nd Camerons in 1944-45, he was
educated at Eton and was granted a National Service
Commission in The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders
on 9 June 195. He served in Aden with the 1st Camerons
in 1956-58 as a Platoon Commander in A Company.
His brother Mr David A Fleming also served in the 1st
Camerons as a National Service officer in Dover in 1958.
MR SANDY FORBES
Sandy Forbes who served in the Seaforth Highlanders and
was a member of the Association Pipes and Drums died on
25 February 2018.
MR JIM FRASER
Jim Fraser who served as a Queen’s Own Highlander died
on 22 August 2018.
He joined the Battalion in 1964 passing out with Mareth
Squad as Best Recruit and Best SLR Shot. A member of
a very fine Battalion Shooting Team and a fine all-around
sportsman, he was one of the smartest men in the Queen’s
Own Highlanders.
CAPTAIN ROBIN ALEXANDER CRAIG LINZEE GORDON
Robin was born on 25th October 1930 and died on 17th
December aged 88 years. He was commissioned into The
Gordon Highlanders in 1952 (1 Gordons in Malaya) where
he served as a Platoon Commander. He attended some
career courses in the UK in late 52 before returning to
Malaya where he fulfilled Platoon Commander, Company 2
i/c posts with 1 Gordons and was a Company Commander
with an Iban Company until April 1954. He returned with 1
Gordons to Edinburgh where he was amongst other things
Officers Mess Secretary.
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In October 1955 to April 1956 he was Intelligence Officer
with 1 Gordons in Cyprus. He was an excellent linguist
and later in life he was an integral part of the Gordon
Highlanders Museum Research Department.
MR WILLIAM (WILKIE) GORDON
William died aged 95 years and served with The Gordon
Highlanders during WW2 landing on the beaches in
France.
MR HG GREY
Mr Harry Grey died in Australia in November 2017 aged 81.
He carried out his National Service in The Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders in 1955-57 (No 23177243) and was
seconded to the School of Infantry, Warminster. He was a
younger brother of Maj EF Grey who served as a Regular
and TA officer in the Cameron Highlanders and Lt John E
Grey who served with 4th/5th Camerons TA.
CSGT IAN GORDON “SCRAPPY” HAY
Ian Hay died on 27 December 2017 aged 77 years. He
served with 1st Battalion The Gordon Highlanders.
MR RONALD HENDERSON
Ronald Henderson who served in the Queen’s Own
Highlanders died on 7 March 2018.
14472454 PTE DEREK EDWARD HOLLINGSWORTH
Derek Hollingsworth was born on 12 January 1928 and died
on 31 October 2018 aged 90 years.
He enlisted on 18 September 1945 and served with 1
Gordons at the end of WW2 where his skill as a fluent
German speaker was put to good use. He also served
with the Battalion in Palestine before his discharge on 14
September 1954.
498318 CAPT JAMES (JIM) BEAUMONT HUTTON
Jim Hutton was born on 12 July 1936 and died on 10
February 2018 aged 81 years.
He enlisted into The Gordon Highlanders in January 1957
where he progressed rapidly. Jim was a Sergeant Instructor
at Bridge of Don (Gordon’s Depot) 1959-60 before
returning to the Battalion as a Platoon Sgt in Celle and
Kenya 1961-63. Promoted to CSgt in 1963 he became an
Instructor at the RMA Sandhurst until 1966.
Jim was promoted to WO2 in 1967 and appointed CSM
D Coy 1 Gordons in Minden, Germany. In 1969 he was
appointed SPSI ‘D’ (Gordon) Company 2/51 Highland
Volunteers in Aberdeen, but was swiftly redeployed to 1
Gordons in Minden as RQMS 1969-1971.
He was to return to 2/51 Highland Volunteers in Elgin as
WO1 (RSM) in 1971 for 18 months before returning to 1
Gordons in Fort George and Singapore in 1972-74.
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Jim was commissioned in June 1974 and appointed MTO 1
Gordons. Promoted to Captain in June 1976 he continued
as MTO in Belfast before becoming Technical QM in 1978 in
Chester.
Jim retired from the Army in July 1979 and went to work
for the Police (Northern Constabulary) in Inverness. On
retiring from the Police, he worked at RHQ the Highlanders
in Cameron Bks.
MR DAVID RL JAMES
David James was born in 1930 and died 12 October 2018
aged 88 years.
David was “stood too” for National Service in 1949 and
he opted for the Intelligence Corps, but was placed in
the RAOC as an Orderly Room Clerk. He completed his 3
years National Service and vowed never to volunteer for
anything again, but in a moment of madness (influenced
by his friends) signed up and joined the TA – 23rd London
Regiment which was Brigaded with The London Scottish.
His Uncle has served with the London Jocks winning an
MC and MM in WW1. David transferred and spent most of
his TA service 1961-82 in Signals. He was an active member
of the Gordon Highlanders London Association.
MR FREDERICK PETER JOHNSON
Frederick Johnson who served in the Seaforth Highlanders
died in 2018.
MR WILLIAM JOSS
William Joss who served with The Gordon Highlanders
died on Saturday 24 March 2018.
MRS MARGARET KELBIE
Margaret Kelbie (wife of Mick Kelbie – Gordons) died on 8
November 2018 after a short battle with Cancer.
CPL PETER ALLEN KELLY
Peter Kelly died on 17 June 2017. Peter served for 195577 with 1 Gordons and completed tours of duty in Dover,
BAOR (Minden), Kenya, Edinburgh, BAOR (Celle), Northern
Ireland (Armagh), Singapore and Fort George.
MR MICHAEL GLENNIE KING
Mike King was born on 26 December 1956 and died on 8
July 2018 aged 61 years.
He served with 1 Gordons from 1973 to 1984 in Singapore,
Fort George, NI (Belfast & Armagh), Chester, Kirknewton
and Hemer (BAOR).
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SIR BAYLEY EMILIUS LAURIE BT
Sir Bayley died on 27 December 2017 after a short illness
aged 86 years.
Sir Bayley was commissioned into 1 Seaforth on 5 May 1950
and would go on to serve as a Platoon Commander in C
Company in Malaya and in Edinburgh.
On completion of his National Service he joined 11th
Seaforth and served with them from 1953 – 1966 reaching
the rank of Captain.
523702 MAJ GLEN (GLENNIE) LOW
Glennie Low was born on 28 May 1945 in Old Deer,
Aberdeenshire and died on 16 June 2018 aged 73 years.
He joined the Army in March 1965 where he did recruit
training at Bridge of Don, Aberdeen. On passing out in July
1965 he joined 1 Gordons in Borneo for a 7-month tour of
duty. In February 1966, the Battalion returned to Edinburgh
where he undertook a JNCO’s Cadre and was promoted to
Lance Corporal.
The Battalion moved to Minden, BAOR in April 1967 where
he would stay until November 1968. Glennie was promoted
to Corporal – Section Commander during this tour.
In November 1968, he was posted to Depot Bridge of Don
as a Corporal Instructor before returning to the Battalion
in Fort George in November 1971. From Fort George, he
went on the 6 month UN tour of Cyprus and successfully
completed SNCO’s course at Brecon which saw him
promoted to Sergeant.
In November 1971, he was posted as Recruiting Sergeant
to Aberdeen where he would remain until November
1974. Glennie returned to 1 Gordon’s in Singapore as a
Platoon Sergeant until November 1975. When the Battalion
returned to Fort George Glennie was promoted to Colour
Sergeant and took up the Training Wing Co-ord post. From
November 1976 to March 1978 he successfully fulfilled
the role of B Coy CQMS in Palace Barracks, Belfast. On
completion of that operational tour, Glennie was posted
as a Colour Sergeant PSI to Elgin with 2/51 Highland
Volunteers.
In June 1979, he was promoted to Warrant Office 2 which
saw him as Training Wing CSM at Bridge of Don until
October 1981.
Glennie returned to 1 Gordon’s in Kirknewton as B Coy
CSM and he was also Royal Guard CSM in 1982. He was
promoted to Warrant Officer 1 (RSM) at Bridge of Don in
April 1983 where he remained for a year before returning
to 1 Gordons as RSM in Hemer BAOR (Air Mobile Trail) and
an operational tour in Belfast in 1985.
Glennie was commissioned as a Lieutenant in April 1986 to
work as Families Officer and Battalion Football Officer in
Hemer/Fort George from April 1986 to April 1989.
He was promoted to Captain in April 1989 to be QM (Tech)
in Fort George until February 1991. The Battalion moved to
Berlin in February 1991 where he was promoted to Major
Quartermaster until June 1992. He also fulfilled the post of
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Battalion Football Officer during this period.
In June 1992 Glennie moved again to Inverness where he
was Schools Liaison Officer, North Scotland until October
1995. He would see out his busy career from October 1995
– May 2005 in Aberdeen as Army Careers Officer. Glennie
retired from the Army in May 2005 after 40 years loyal and
outstanding service.

A Guard of Honour lined the route from the Steven
Thomson & Son Funeral Home to the hearse coming
to attention as the coffin passed. At the Lossiemouth
Churchyard Rod Sutherland, Robert CW, Donnie Petrie and
Chalky Whyte provided the bearer party to his final resting
place. The RAF also did him proud with a well-deserved
impromptu fly past at this stage.

MR ROBERT STUART “COWBOY” LYNCH
Stuart Lynch who was a musician in the Regimental Band
of the Gordon Highlanders, died on Friday 5 January 2018.

MR MICHAEL MACLENNAN
Michael MacLennan was born 1949/1950 and died 12
February 2018 aged 68 years.
Michael served with ‘A’ Company, 1st Battalion in Singapore.
He also served with the Merchant Navy, spent time working
offshore in the oil industry and worked with the NHS.

MR DJ MACDONALD
Mr Donald John Macdonald died in October 2017 aged
77. He came from Portree, Isle of Skye and was called up
for National Service, joining The Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders on 4 December 1952 (No 22746035). He
served with the 1st Camerons in Austria and Germany as a
Lance Corporal in the MT Section.
MR JOHN ORR SIMPSON MACKENZIE
John (Jock) Mackenzie was born in 1921 and died in 2018.
He served with the Seaforth Highlanders throughout WW2
and was demobbed soon after.
MR D MACLACHLAN
Mr Dougie MacLachlan died in November 2018 in Lochaber
aged 85. He enlisted for National Service in 1952 (No
22628767) and was posted to 1st Bn Black Watch during
the Korean War. He later joined the 4th/5th Camerons TA
and was CSM of B (Lochaber) Company from 1965 until
the reorganisation of the TA in 1967. An outstanding shinty
player, he represented Kilmallie for many years.
PTE GEORGE MACLEAN
George MacLean was born on 3 August 1952 and died on
25 May 2018. He served in the Queen’s Own Highlanders.
24248492 CPL WILLIAM M MACLEAN (HOSS)
Hoss Maclean was born on 20 November 1945 and died on
10 April 2018 aged 72 years.
Hoss served in the QO HLDRS from 25 September 1971
until 24 October 1983. He was a fine man, very helpful,
quietly spoken, but strong in stature. He is remembered
as a mainstay of the Macdelta Company Quartermaster
Sergeants team. He served in N Ireland during the
Battalions early tours and in the Falklands. His period of
service also took in tours in Belize, Hong Kong and New
Zealand. He was awarded the GSM NI and Falkland’s
Medals.
A large Regimental Contingent (General to Jock) paraded
in Lossiemouth on a fine sunny day to say farewell. A firstclass service conducted by Lay Preacher Campbell Murray
paid a fine tribute to Hoss as we remember him.
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MR JOHN (JACK) MAHONY
John (Jack) Mahony who served with the Seaforth
Highlanders passed away on 7 August 2018 aged 100
years.
MR ROBERT ALEXANDER MALLOCH
Robert (Bob) Malloch passed away on 5 August 2018. Bob
enlisted straight from school, joining the 1st Bn Seaforth
Highlanders in Münster and going on to serve in the
Queen’s Own Highlanders through the 60s and 70s and
finally leaving the battalion when stationed in Tidworth in
1983. He finished his service on the Long Service List with
positions at the Regular Commissions Board, Westbury as
RQMS and then the Recruit Selection Centre Edinburgh
before he was finally discharged in 1988. Bob had a special
fondness for his time as a young man in the Far East and
BAOR.
MR GB MARNOCH
Mr George Bruce Marnoch died at Inchture, Perthshire
on 2 April 2018 aged 1958 (No 23591133). He served with
the Signals Platoon of the 1st Camerons in Dover and
Edinburgh and was selected as sentry to the Colour Escort
when the 1st Camerons trooped the Regimental Colour in
Dover. In 1960 he was a member of the 1st Camerons Royal
Guard at Balmoral and was in charge of the royal stalking
ponies. He remained an active member of the Cameron
Highlanders Regimental Association.
MR WILLIAM ORMISTON MARSHALL
William Marshall was born on 3 June 1958 and died on 3
November 2018 aged 60 years.
He served with the 1st Battalion The Gordon Highlanders
from 1975-88.
MR WILLIE MARSHALL
Willie Marshall who served with The Gordon Highlanders
died on 9 November 2018.
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MR J MCCARRICK
Mr James ‘Jim’ McCarrick died in Inverness on 5 September
2018 aged 82. He came originally from Glasgow and having
been called up for National Service, joined The Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders in 1959 (No 23626050). He
served with the 1st Camerons in Edinburgh until the
amalgamation of 1961.
MRS ANNIE MCLAREN
Annie McLaren wife of the late Maj Robin McLaren of
Kinrara Estate, Advie, Aviemore, died on 27 April 2018 aged
79 years.
MR MICHAEL ALLAN MCCULLOCH
Michael ‘Mick’ McCulloch was born on 18 April 1950 and
died on 24 November 2018 aged 68. He served in the
Queen’s Own Highlanders from 1968-90.
MR ARTHUR MENZIES
Arthur Menzies did his National Service with The Gordon
Highlanders from 1953 to 1955 and saw operational duty
in Malaya. He was a keen gardener and a long-serving
member of the Ballater branch. Arthur died in January
aged 85 and will be sadly missed.
SGT JAMES MILTON
Jim Milton was born on 27th September 1945 and died
on 16th December aged 73 years. Jim enlisted in 1962
and was trained at Fort George. On completion of his
training he was posted to A Company 1 Gordons in Kenya.
He would go on to serve in Edinburgh, Borneo, Minden
(BAOR), Cyprus, Fort George, Northern Ireland (Armagh
and Belfast), Singapore and Chester where he retired in
1978. He did a Tour with the Cadet Training Team and was
a popular member of the Warrant Officers and Sergeants
Mess.
605440 PTE JOHN MIZEN
John Mizen was born on 30 December 1915 in
Walthamstow and died on 27 January 2017 aged 102 years.
John joined the 1st Battalion East Surrey Regiment at
the start of WWII. He was evacuated at Dunkirk in 1940.
The East Surrey Regiment was later deployed to North
Africa in 1942 after 2 years of re-training. At about this
time Mr Mizen transferred to the reformed 2nd Battalion
The Gordon Highlanders and fought with them through
Normandy and on into Germany. He mentioned that he
had been a sniper and as an explosives expert from time to
time had been employed on special operations blowing up
trains behind German lines.
2882886 PTE GILBERT (GIBBY) RICHARD MORRICE
Gibby was born on 7 December 1918 and died on 28
December 2017 aged 99 years.
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He served in the 5th Battalion The Gordon Highlanders
having enlisted in 1939. He trained at Bridge of Don
Barracks - one of the first batch of Militiamen to be trained
at the Depot.
He was captured at St Valery in 1940 and held prisoner at
Lamsdorf, Silesia – Stalag VIII-B, later renamed Stalag 344.
He was discharged on 18 May 1946 before becoming a
coach painter and sign writer.
MR FREDERICK STANLEY MUNDY
“Stan” Mundy was born on 24 March 1920 in Southend on
Sea, Essex and died on 19 May 2018 aged 98 years.
He enlisted at Buckingham Gate (London Scottish) on 27
February 1938 at the age of 18 into the Territorial Army. He
served throughout WW2 with The Gordon Highlanders.
In August 1942, he went by ship (HMT California) via South
Africa to Bombay where he boarded HMT Neuralia to
Bagdad and then by road and train to Kirkuk, Iraq where
he trained for 4 months as part of the PAI Force. He went
on to fight in North Africa around Algiers and Tunisia.
This was followed by a sea trip to Sicily where the Gordon’s
took part in the allies Italian campaign, liberating Sicily
in July 1943. As part of the Battalion in the 8th Army, 56
Division, 168 Inf Bde he was involved in heavy fighting at
Salerno, the Volturno River and Anzio. After the war June
1946, (demobbed) Stan continued his close connections
with the Gordons by affiliating with the London Scottish,
where he had many friends.
MRS ELEANOR (TIMMY) MUNRO MBE OF FOULIS
Eleanor Munro the wife of the late Capt Patrick Munro of
Foulis (Seaforth Highlanders) died on 20 October 2018 at
Foulis Castle aged 93 years.
MR ROBERT (BOBBY) MUNRO
Robert (Bobby) Munro who served as a Queen’s Own
Highlander died on 26 April 2018.
He served with the Battalion from 1962-1971 and worked in
the QM’s Department as a sign writer.
MRS DJS MURRAY
Mrs Rosemary Murray died on 22 January 2018. The
widow of Lt James C Murray who held a commission in
the Cameron Highlanders in 1946-47, she later married his
brother Lt Col DJS Murray, late Camerons and Queen’s
Own Highlanders, who died in 2017.
MR JOSEPH O’BRIEN
Joseph O’Brien was born on 12 March 1934 and died on 27
October 2018 aged 84 years.
He served with The Gordon Highlanders from 1952-55 (C
Company) and was a key member of the Battalion Boxing
Team in Malaya and FARELF.
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CPL ALEXANDER (SANDY) PARR
Sandy was born on 23 August 1933 and died on 24
November 2018 aged 85 years.
He served with 1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders, 10 Platoon,
‘D’ Company in Malaya 1951-1953.
LCPL CRAIG ALLEN PILLAN’S
Craig Pillan’s who was in The Highlanders (Seaforth,
Gordon’s & Camerons) died on 31 December 2017 aged 34
years.
He served from 15 December 1999 to 16 November 2005 in
the UK, Kenya, Bosnia and Germany.
MR THOMAS LAURIE RIDDELL
Thomas Riddell who served with the Seaforth Highlanders
died on 30 June 2018.
Tom was conscripted in 1948. Within months of completing
his National Service, he was recalled to serve a further two
years in Korea. After a few months in civvy street, he reenlisted finally completing his reserve commitment in 1960.
MR ALEXANDER GAVIN RITCHIE
After a long battle with cancer Gavin Ritchie sadly passed
away on 29 January 2018.
Gavin left Arbroath Academy at the age of fifteen to
become an apprentice Chef, but soon got the wander lust
and decided to join the Queen’s Own Highlanders. He went
on to become a regimental Signaller, both in the Battalion
and afterwards when he left to become a civilian and an
Army Reservist with 212 Air Defence Battery in Arbroath.
Gavin served in Hong Kong, the Falklands, Northern Ireland
and the Gulf.
14514121 PTE JOHN (JACK) THOMAS ROBERTS
Jack was born on 7 January 1926 and died on 22
November 2018 aged 92.
He was recruited into The General Service Corps in
early 1943 (aged 17) and transferred to 2nd Bn Gordon
Highlanders and was briefly based in Hoy and South
Ronaldsay until September 1943 when the battalion
moved to South Yorkshire and joined 227 Brigade in 15th
(Scottish) Division.
Jack took part in Operation Overlord and fought through
France, Belgium, Holland and crossed the R.Rhine and
on into Germany. He was the sole survivor of 6 who
were shelled in a Schloss in Germany and returned home
suffering from shell shock. He was eventually transferred to
the Royal Signals on 6 September 1945 before going on to
be de-mobilised.
24095036 PTE PETER SCOTT
Peter Scott was born on 19 January 1949 and died on 1
November 2018 aged 69 years. He served in The Gordon
Highlanders from 1966-1969.
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MR DOUGLAS SHAND
Dougie Shand was born in Insch in May 1937 and died on
10 November 2018 aged 81 years. Dougie enlisted into
Boy’s Service aged 17 and then to Man Service with the
Royal Artillery at Woolwich. Dougie was a keen Piper and
for 8 years requested a transfer to his local regiment The
Gordon Highlanders and in 1962 his wish was granted and
he was transferred to 1 Gordons in Fort George. He left
the Army in 1964. Dougie joined the Gordon Highlanders
London Association in 1989.
MR WILLIAM STABLES
William did his National Service with the Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders during the 1950’s and saw service in
Germany and Korea.
WO1 JOSEPH STACEY
Mr Joseph Stacey was born in 1923 and died on 16 August
2018 aged 95 years.
He served 1940-1946 The Royal Artillery, 1946-1949 2nd
Battalion The Black Watch, 1949-51 2st Battalion The
Seaforth Highlanders,1951-53 1st Battalion The Gordon
Highlanders, 1953-63 2nd Battalion The Black Watch, 19631967 1st Battalion Malaysian Rangers, 1967-72 LSL Recruiter
at ACIO Aberdeen.
Mr Stacey was a draughtsman/toolmaker at the start of the
war and he was refused enlistment because of this trade
and reserved occupation, but he eventually at some stage
in 1940 when he reached the age of 17 and ‘after crossing
the palm of someone in the ‘war offices’ with silver to turn
a blind eye’, enlisted into the Royal Artillery.
After the war, he transferred to the 2nd Bn Black Watch
based in Queen’s Barracks, Perth, where he met his wife
to be. He was then seconded to 1st Battalion Seaforth
Highlanders in Malaya in 1949. When the Seaforth’s
returned to the UK he transferred to 1st Battalion The
Gordon Highlanders and it was during this period that
he married in November 1951. The wedding took place
at Changi and Mrs Stacey remembers several Gordon
Highlanders who were at the wedding. The Bandmaster
Williams gave her away and the Band Sgt Dougie Thow
was also present.
Sometime during 1952 Mr Stacey was very seriously injured
when the platoon he was with was ambushed. A number
of Gordon Highlanders were also killed in this action,
including the Platoon Commander. After his recovery, Mr
Stacey returned to the 2nd Bn Black Watch which was
stationed in Minden in Germany (BAOR) and then moved
again with 1st Bn Black Watch (the 1st and 2nd Bns having
been amalgamated) to British Guiana in 1955, before
returning to the UK and Warminster around 1961.
In 1963 Mr Stacey was then seconded on promotion to
WO1 Regimental Sergeant Major to the 1st Bn Malaysian
Rangers (now the Royal Malay Regiment) where he
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served in Ipoh and later in Kuching (Sarawak). In 1967 Mr
Stacey’s family returned to Peterhead while he remained
in Malaya for a further 6 months as an Instructor at the
Jungle Warfare School. On completion of this post at the
end of his secondment and on completion of his 22 years’
regular service, he took up the post of LSL Recruiter at the
recruiting office in Aberdeen.
He later retired from service in 1972 taking up a post in
Jordanhill College Glasgow.
Mr Stacey was a great sportsman and all-rounder in
athletics and whilst with 1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders,
played for the battalion football team.
MR JAMES THOMAS STOTT
James Stott who served with The Gordon Highlanders was
born in 1920 and died on 14 October 2018 aged 98 years.
LT COL ROBERT (BOB) DOUGLAS STRACHAN MBE
Robert (Bob) Strachan was born on 8 September 1930 and
died on 2 January 2018 aged 87 years.
Bob was the son of CSM Doug Strachan 5th/7th Gordons
and his two brothers Alex and Tiger both served with the
Regiment.
Bob who hailed from Banchory joined the ACF in 1944
where he became the Drum Major of the ACF Pipe Band.
In 1949 he joined the Gordons TA moving to the Regular
Army as a Gordon Highlander in 1950. He completed
his training at Fort George, Inverness and joined the 1st
Battalion in Germany. He was soon promoted to LCpl and
was Batman to Lt Col WDH Duke MC.
Bob went on to serve with A Coy in Malaya 1951-1954 and
was promoted to Sgt in June 1952.
In 1954 the Battalion returned to Redford Barracks,
Edinburgh where Bob was promoted to CSgt and was
posted as an Instructor to the Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst for 18 months. He returned to B Coy 1 Gordons
for the Cyprus Tour in 1956 and on return moved with
the Battalion to Dover in 1957 before moving North again
to Aberdeen with the Recruiting Team. In 1958 Bob was
posted to the Gordon Depot, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen as
an Instructor where he would remain until it closed in 1960.
In 1961 he returned to D Coy 1 Gordons in Celle, Germany
(BAOR) where he was promoted to WO2. On promotion,
he moved with the Battalion to Kenya 1962-1964 before
serving as CSM of A Coy in Borneo in 1965-1966.
On returning from Borneo the Battalion undertook
the Royal Guard at Balmoral where Bob was both the
Battalions ‘Drill Sergeant’ and Guard CSM.
In 1967 Bob was posted back to the Depot, Bridge of Don
as the Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant (RQMS).
In 1968 he was promoted to WO1 and returned to 1
Gordons in Minden, Germany (BAOR) as Regimental
Sergeant Major (RSM) until 1970.
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Bob was commissioned in 1970 and went on to complete
appointments as Assistant Adjutant, Motor Transport
Officer (MTO) and OC PRI through to 1973.
During the period 1973-1975 Bob was the Unit Families
Officer in Fort George, Inverness and in Singapore for
which he received his MBE.
In 1975 he took over as Technical Quartermaster (QM Tech)
in Singapore and continued in post when the Battalion
returned to Fort George in 1976 and then in Palace
Barracks, Belfast through to 1978.
In 1978 he was promoted to Major and took up the
appointment of Quartermaster for the move to Chester
where he remained until 1980.
Bob was posted to the Scottish Infantry Depot, Bridge of
Don in 1980 and would remain there until 1985. He was
promoted to Lt Col (Quartermaster) in 1983 and retired
from the Regular Army in 1985.
Bob was a member of the Volunteer Staff at Drum Castle,
Aberdeenshire and an active member of Murcar Golf
Club. He assumed the appointment of Secretary to The
Gordon Highlanders Regimental Association working out
of the Doocot at St Luke’s, Viewfield Road (Museum) from
1992 to 1 September 2000. He and his wife of 63 years
‘Mollie’ remained very active Volunteer and linchpins of the
Gordon Highlanders Museum, where they worked closely
with their old friends Lt Gen Sir Peter and Alison Graham.
3254848 WO2 ARTHUR E THURLOW
Arthur Thurlow who served with The Gordon Highlanders
was born in 1931 and died on 30 September 2018 aged 87
years.
MR RONALD PERCY TUCKER
Ron Tucker was born in 1926 on Teesside and died in
April 2018 aged 92 years. He enlisted into The Gordon
Highlanders aged 16 (claiming to be 18) against his
parents’ wishes. He trained at Bridge of Don, Aberdeen,
Freckenham and Southend. In 1943 there was a call to
build a new Parachute Regiment – Ron joined. Ron was
parachuted into Normandy at night to destroy a German
Gun Battery. He later fought in the Battle of the Bulge in
awful conditions. On dropping in on the Rhine Crossing
in 1945, four German Machine Gun bullets ripped through
his uniform and pack, only to be stopped by a crucifix in
his ammo pouch. He left the Army in 1954 and settled in
Middlesbrough.
He was known as Teesside last -Day Hero.
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MR H TURNER
Mr Hugh ‘Hughie’ Turner died on 28 October 2018 aged 90.
After enlisting in The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders
on 27 August 1945 (No 14472358), he was posted to the
1st Bn Liverpool Scottish TA in Gibraltar. He then joined
the 1st Camerons in Malays, remaining with the battalion
in Tripoli, Egypt, Austria, Germany, Elgin, Korea, Aden and
Dover until August 1960. He was a long serving member
of Support Company. Throughout his service he was an
outstanding athlete, representing the 1st Camerons at
Cross Country and long distance running. After leaving the
Army in 1960 he worked in a bakery until retiring at the
age of 60 to concentrate on his running. He had taken up
Marathon running at the age of 58 and completed over 120
Marathons and Half-Marathons. In the London Marathon of
2009 he was the fastest finisher of the over 80s. He was a
regular attender at Cameron Highlanders gatherings and a
generous benefactor to the Regimental Association.
MR ALAN (GINGE) WARES
Alan (Ginge) Wares who served with the Queen’s Own
Highlanders died on 9 February 2018.
24081735 CSGT BARRY CHARLES WILLIAMS
Barry Williams was born 1 May 1951 and died on 23
February 2018 aged 66 years.
Barry enlisted into The Gordon Highlanders as a Junior
Soldier in January 1968. He trained as a Piper and Dancer
and served almost all his service with the 1st Battalion.
Initially spent time in a Rifle Company and then transferred
to the Mortar Platoon where he spent most of his career.
From 1985-1987 he was posted to Keith as a PSI with
2/51 Highland Volunteers. He also spent time with the
Regimental Information Team (RIT). He then returned to
the Battalion and the Mortar Platoon. Barry retired in 1991.
14751821 PTE EDWARD WILLIAMSON
Edward Williamson was born on 7 May 1924 in Wakefield,
West Yorkshire and died on 30 May 2018 aged 94 years.
He served with the Gordon Highlanders from 1942 to 3
February 1945 when he transferred to the Black Watch.
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14483312 HARRY CHARLES WRIGHT
Harry Wright was born in 1927 and died on 7 November
2018 aged 91 years.
He joined the Gordons in February 1945 and spent the
first 6 months in Northern Ireland before being posted to 1
Argyll’s in Palestine.
He was discharged in February 1948 and was a loyal
member of The Gordon Highlanders London Association.
MR J YARRICK
Mr John ‘Mav’ Yarrick died in Fort William on 21 April 2018
aged 77. He enlisted as a Regular in The Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders on 25 August 1959 (No 23733173)
and joined the 1st Camerons in Edinburgh. After the
Amalgamation in 1961 he served with 1st Bn Queen’s Own
Highlanders in Singapore, Borneo, Brunei, BAOR and
Northern Ireland. After leaving the regiment as a Corporal
in 1983, after 24 years’ service, he became a Traffic Warden
in Fort William, but continued to serve with 2/51 Highland
Volunteers HSF. His three sons followed him in the
Regiment.
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VICTORIA CROSSES

THE HIGHLANDERS’ VICTORIA CROSSES
Listed in chronological order are those of the Regiment (72nd, 75th, 78th, 79th and 92nd) who have been awarded
the Victoria Cross since its institution by Royal Warrant on 29 January 1856.
Private Thomas Beach
Colour Sergeant Cornelius Coghlan
Lieutenant Richard Wadeson
Lieutenant Andrew C Bogle
Lieutenant Joseph PH Crowe
Private Patrick Green
Lieutenant & Adjutant Herbert T MacPherson
Surgeon Joseph Jee
Assistant Surgeon Valentine M McMaster
Private Henry Ward
Private James Hollowell
Colour Sergeant Stewart McPherson
Lieutenant Aylmer S Cameron
Major George S White
Lieutenant William H Dick-Cunyngham
Lance Corporal George Sellar
Piper George Findlater
Private Edward Lawson
Captain Matthew FM Meiklejohn
Regimental Sergeant Major William Robertson
Captain Ernest BB Towse
Corporal John F Mackay
Sergeant John Mackenzie DCM
Captain William E Gordon
Captain David R Younger
Sergeant Donald D Farmer
Private Ross Tollerton
Drummer William Kenny
Lieutenant James AO Brooke
Lieutenant Colonel Angus F Douglas-Hamilton
Corporal James D Pollock
Corporal Sidney Ware
Drummer Walter Ritchie
Lance Sergeant Thomas Steele
Lieutenant Donald Mackintosh
Sergeant Alexander Edwards
Private George McIntosh
Lance Corporal Robert McBeath
Lieutenant Allan E Ker
Sergeant John M Meikle MM
Captain Noel G Chavasse MC
Captain Noel G Chavasse VC MC
Corporal Charles W Train
Private Robert E Cruickshank
Private George A Mitchell

92nd Highlanders
75th Regiment
75th Regiment
78th Highlanders
78th Highlanders
75th Regiment
78th Highlanders
78th Highlanders
78th Highlanders
78th Highlanders
78th Highlanders
78th Highlanders
72nd Highlanders
92nd Highlanders
92nd Highlanders
72nd Highlanders
1st Gordons
1st Gordons
2nd Gordons
2nd Gordons
1st Gordons
1st Gordons
Seaforth Highlanders
1st Gordons
1st Gordons
1st Camerons
1st Camerons
2nd Gordons
2nd Gordons
6th Camerons
5th Camerons
1st Seaforth
2nd Seaforth
1st Seaforth
2nd Seaforth
6th Seaforth
6th Gordons
5th Seaforth
3rd Gordons
4th Seaforth
1st Liverpool Scottish
1st Liverpool Scottish
2nd London Scottish
2nd London Scottish
1st London Scottish

November 5 1854
June 8 1857
July 18 1857
July 29 1857
August 12 1857
September 11 1857
September 25 1857
September 25 1857
September 25 1857
September 25 1857
September 26 1857
September 26 1857
March 30 1858
October 6 1879
December 13 1879
December 14 1879
October 20 1897
October 20 1897
October 21 1899
October 21 1899
April 30 1900
May 20 1900
June 6 1900
July 11 1900
July 11 1900
December 13 1900
September 14 1914
October 23 1914
October 29 1914
September 25 1915
September 27 1915
April 6 1916
July 1 1916
February 22 1917
April 11 1917
July 31 1917
September 6 1917
November 20 1917
March 21 1918
July 20 1918
August 9 1916
August 2 1917
February 28 1917
June 21 1918
January 24 1944

Inkerman, Crimea
Delhi, India
Delhi, India
Oonao, India
Boorbai, India
Delhi, India
Lucknow, India
Lucknow, India
Lucknow, India
Lucknow, India
Lucknow, India
Lucknow, India
Kotah, India
Charasia, NW Frontier
Sherpur, Afghanistan
Kabul, Afghanistan
Dargai, NW Frontier
Dargai, NW Frontier
Elandslaagte, S Africa
Elandslaagte, S Africa
Mount Thaba, S Africa
Doornkop, S Africa
Doompassi (Ashanti)
Leehoehock, S Africa
Leehoehock, S Africa
Nooitgedacht, S Africa
Aisne, France
Ypres, Belgium
Gheluvelt
Loos
Loos
Mesopotamia
Somme
Mesopotamia
Arras
Ypres, Belgium
Ypres, Belgium
Cambrai
St Quentin
Marfaux
Somme
Ypres, Belgium
Tumulas Hill, Palastine
El Haud, Palestine
Garigliano, Italy
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THE REGIMENTAL COLOUR
Carnatic, Hindoostan, Mysore, Seringapatam,
Egmont-op-Zee, Mandora, Cape of Good Hope
1806, Maida, Curunna, Busaco, Fuentes d’Onor,
Java, Almaraz, Salamanaca, Vittoria, Pyrenees,
Nivelle, Nive, Orthes, Toulouse, Peninsula, Waterloo,
South Africa 1835, Alma, Sevastopol, Koosh-Ab,
Persia, Delhi 1857, Lucknow, Central India, Peiwar
Kotal, Charasiah, Kabul 1879, Kandahar 1880,
Afghanistan 1878-80, Tel-el-Kebir, Egypt 1882-84,
Nile 1884-85, Chitral, Tirah, Atbara, Khartoum,
Defence of Ladysmith, Paardeberg, South Africa
1899-1902, Gulf 1991.

THE QUEEN’S COLOUR
(only those in bold colour print appear on the Colour)

FIRST WORLD WAR
Mons, Le Cateau, Retreat from Mons, Marne 1914, 18,
Aisne 1914, La Bassee 1914, Armentieres 1914, Messines
1914, Ypres 1914, 15, 17, 18, Langemark 1914, Gheluvelt,
Nonne Bosschen, Festubert 1914, 15, Givenchy 1914,
Neuve Chapelle, Hill 60, Gravenstafel, St Julien,
Frezenberg, Bellewarde, Aubers, Hooge 1915, Loos,
Somme 1916,18, Albert 1916, 18, Bazentin, Delville Wood,
Pozieres, Guillemont, Flers-Courcelette, Morval,
Le Transloy, Ancre Heights, Ancre 1916, Arras 1917, 18,
Vimy 1917, Scarpe 1917, 18, Arleux, Bullecourt, Pilckem,
Menin Road, Polygon Wood, Broodseinde, Poelcappelle,
Passchendaele, Cambrai 1917, 18, St Quentin,
Bapaume 1918, Rosieres, Lys, Estaires, Messines 1918,
Hazebrouck, Bailleul, Kemmel, Bethune, SoissonaisOurcq, Tardenois, Drocourt-Queant, Hindenburg, Line,
Epehy, Canal du Nord, St Quentin Canal, Courtrai, Selle,
Valenciennes, Sambre, France and Flanders 1914-18, Piave,
Vittoria Veneto, Italy 1917-18, Struma, Macedonia 1915-18,
Megiddo, Sharon, Palestine 1918, Tigris 1916, Kut al Amara 1917, Baghdad, Mesopotamia 1915-18.
SECOND WORLD WAR
Withdrawal to Escaut, Defence of Escaut, St Omer-La Bassee, Ypres-Comines Canal, Dunkirk 1940, Somme 1940,
Withdrawal to Seine, St Valery en Caux, Odon, Cheux, Caen, Troarn, Mont Pincon, Quarry Hill, Falaise, Falaise Road,
Dives Crossing, La Vie Crossing, Lisieux, Nederrijn, Best, Le Harve, Lower Maas, Meijel, Venlo Pocket, Ourthe,
Rhineland, Reichswald, Cleve, Goch, Moyland, Rhine, Uelzen, Artlenberg, North West Europe 1940, 44-45, Agordat, Keren,
Abyssinia 1941, Sidi Barrani, Tobruk 1941, 42, Gubi II, Carmusa, Gazala, El Alamein, Advance on Tripoli, Mareth,
Wadi Zigzaou, Akarit, Djebel Roumana, Medjez Plain, North Africa 1940-43, Landing in Sicily, Augusta, Francofonte,
Sferro, Adrano, Sferro Hills, Sicily 1943, Garigliano Crossing, Cassino I, Anzio, Rome, Poggio del Grillo, Gothic Line,
Tavoleto, Coriano, Pian di Castello, Rimini Line, San Marino, Monte Reggiano, Italy 1943-45, Madagascar,
Middle East 1942, Imphal, Shenam Pass, Litan, Kohima, Relief of Kohima, Naga Village, Aradura, Tengnoupal, Shwebo,
Mandalay, Ava, Irrawaddy, Mt Popa, Burma 1942-45.

